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Has	anyone	successfully	taken	their	own	official	photos	for	documents	like	passports,	driving	licenses,	and	had	them	accepted?	If	so,	please	share	your	experience,	including	what	you	used	and	how	much	it	cost.	There	are	online	sites	that	allow	you	to	upload	a	picture	and	help	resize	it,	but	I	understand	that	if	the	printing	is	wrong,	it	will	be	rejected.
I'm	considering	doing	my	own	for	my	driving	license	after	seeing	how	most	photo	booths	charge	around	£5	and	just	wondered	how	easy	it	is	to	save	money	by	the	DIY	route.	**Note:**	This	discussion	has	been	closed	due	to	the	risk	of	political	debates	on	the	forum.	When	you	don't	need	a	photo	for	your	driving	licence	application,	you	can	proceed
without	one.	This	applies	if	the	reason	for	applying	is	to	change	your	name	and/or	address	or	to	obtain	a	duplicate	copy	of	your	existing	licence.	If	you	need	a	new	photo	due	to	a	significant	change	in	appearance,	however,	you'll	have	to	renew	your	licence	and	provide	a	fresh	photograph.	The	guidelines	for	digital	photos	and	printed	photos	are
different,	so	be	sure	to	follow	the	correct	rules.	For	digital	photos,	use	an	existing	one	that	meets	the	specified	requirements	or	get	a	friend	to	take	one	for	you.	If	the	photo	doesn't	meet	the	rules,	your	application	may	be	returned.	You	can	also	use	the	photo	code	service	available	at	various	locations	throughout	Northern	Ireland,	which	allows	the
Driver	&	Vehicle	Agency	(DVA)	to	download	your	photograph	directly.	The	following	list	includes	addresses	of	pharmacies	and	photo	booths	in	Belfast	and	surrounding	areas:	Pharmacies:	*	McGregor	Chemist	(91-93	Glen	Road)	*	McKeevers	Chemists	(34	Springfield	Road)	*	Medicare	Crumlin	(42	Main	Street,	Crumlin)	*	Medicare	Dundonald	(967
Newtownards	Road)	*	Medicare	Forestside	Shopping	Centre	*	Medicare	King’s	Square	(BT5	7EA)	*	NI	Technology	(Merrion	Business	Centre)	*	Timpson	Ltd	(Unit	20B	Castle	Court	Shopping	Centre)	*	Snappy	Snaps	(37	High	Street)	*	Dundela	Pharmacy	(17-19	Belmont	Road)	*	Gordons	Chemists	(multiple	locations	in	Belfast	and	surrounding	areas)
Photo	Booths:	*	Max	Photobooth	(c/o	Asda,	various	locations	in	Belfast	and	surrounding	areas)	*	McAreavey	Pharmacy	(505-507	Falls	Road)	*	Oriel	Pharmacy	Ltd	(363	Ormeau	Road)	*	Spar	(Unit	1,	Enler	Centre)	*	Urban	Pharmacy	(56	Dublin	Road)	Other	Locations:	*	Kennedy	Centre	Post	Office	(Falls	Road)	*	Lockview	Pharmacy	(3	Lockiew	Road)	*
Max	Photobooth	(c/o	Tesco,	various	locations	in	Belfast	and	surrounding	areas)	*	McAreavey	Pharmacy	(505-507	Falls	Road)	*	Oriel	Pharmacy	Ltd	(363	Ormeau	Road)	There	are	55	outlets	offering	the	photo	code	service	across	Belfast	and	surrounding	areas.	The	following	pharmacies	and	photo	booths	are	located	in	various	towns	across	Northern
Ireland.	Bangor	has	four	locations:	-	Max	Photobooth	(c/o	Asda)	-	Max	Photobooth	(c/o	Tesco,	South	Circular	Road)	-	Max	Photobooth	(c/o	Tesco,	Killeen	Avenue)	-	c/o	Tesco	-	McKeevers	Chemists	Comber	and	Downpatrick	have	pharmacies	listed.	In	Dundrum,	there	is	a	Groves	Chemists	on	Main	Street.	Holywood	and	Kilkeel	both	have	Gordons
Chemists	locations.	Killyleagh	has	Gabbies	Pharmacy.	Lisburn	has	several	pharmacy	locations:	-	Gordons	Chemists	-	Max	Photobooth	(c/o	Tesco)	Mayobridge	has	Mayobridge	Pharmacy,	and	Newcastle	has	McKeevers	Chemists	on	Main	Street.	Newry	is	home	to	Dineen	Office	Supplies,	DOCSOL,	Gordons	Chemists,	McKeevers	Chemists,	and	Max
Photobooth.	The	list	continues	with	pharmacies	in	Newtownards,	Poyntzpass,	Rathfriland,	Saintfield,	Warrenpoint,	and	County	Armagh.	There	are	two	separate	lists	of	locations	that	offer	a	photo	code	service.	The	first	list	has	25	outlets	in	County	Londonderry	and	surrounding	areas.	These	locations	include	pharmacies,	chemists,	and	post	offices,	as
well	as	some	retail	stores	like	Tesco	and	Asda.	Some	examples	of	specific	locations	include	Middletown	Post	Office,	Gordons	Chemists	in	Portadown,	and	Smyths	Country	Sports	in	Coleraine.	The	second	list	has	30	outlets	in	County	Tyrone	and	surrounding	areas.	Again,	these	locations	include	pharmacies,	chemists,	post	offices,	and	retail	stores	like
Tesco	and	Asda.	Some	specific	examples	of	locations	in	this	list	include	McKeevers	Chemists	in	Aughnacloy,	O'Neill	Ltd	in	Ballygawley,	and	Bradley's	Pharmacy	in	Dromore.	It	appears	that	the	photo	code	service	is	offered	at	various	pharmacies	and	chemist	shops	across	these	two	counties.	Omagh:	Bradley’s	Pharmacy	-	Unit	11,	Dromore	Retail	Park,
Dromore	Road,	BT78	1RE	Corrys	Chemists	-	37	Main	Street,	Gortin,	BT79	8PQ	Gordons	Chemists	-	30	Market	Street,	BT78	1EH	Max	Photobooth	-	c/	o	Asda,	31	Dromore	Road,	BT78	1QZ	Strabane:	Colhoun	Chemist	-	11	Castle	Street,	BT82	8AF	Magir	Ltd	-	67	Main	Street,	BT82	8AF	Max	Photobooth	-	c/	o	Asda,	Railway	Road,	BT82	8EQ	Medicare
Mourne	Pharmacy	-	6A	Melmount	Road,	BT82	9BD	County	Fermanagh:	11	outlets	offering	the	photo	code	service.	Locations	include	Ballinamallard	Village	Pharmacy,	Clougher	Valley	Pharmacy,	Derrylin	Derrylin	Pharmacy,	Enniskillen	Corrys	Chemists,	Enniskillen	Photoshop,	Enniskillen	Gordons	Chemists,	Max	Photobooth,	Irvinestown	The	Medical
Hall,	and	Lisbellaw	PillBox	Pharmacy.	Digital	photo	rules:	*	Use	a	plain	light-coloured	background	with	no	patterns	or	textures.	*	Don't	have	objects	behind	you.	*	No	shadows	on	your	face	or	behind	you	-	use	natural	sunlight.	*	Stand	0.5	metres	(1.5	feet)	away	from	your	background.	*	Include	your	head,	shoulders	and	upper	body	in	the	photo.	*	Look
straight	at	the	camera	with	a	plain	expression.	Guidelines	for	printed	photos	that	are	posted:	*	Printed	to	a	high	quality.	*	Taken	within	the	last	month.	*	A	true	likeness	of	you.	*	Full	head	in	colour	against	a	light	grey	or	cream	background	(45mm	high	x	35mm	wide).	*	Clear,	in	sharp	focus,	free	from	'red	eye'	and	with	no	shadow	in	it.	*	Free	of	any
reflection	or	glare	from	glasses	(where	possible,	remove	your	glasses	to	avoid	the	possibility	of	rejection).	Note:	The	following	video	also	explains	how	to	take	a	good	digital	photo:	How	to	take	a	digital	photo	(same	rules	as	digital	passport	photos).	You	are	required	to	wear	sunglasses	or	tinted	glasses	when	taking	your	photograph	for	driving	licence
application,	unless	it's	for	medical	or	religious	reasons.	You	must	also	get	a	certified	photo	and	have	an	authorized	person	sign	the	back	of	your	picture	if	you're	using	a	non-UK	or	EEA	passport	or	travel	document.	Your	photo	should	meet	certain	requirements,	including	being	recent,	clear,	and	in	good	condition,	with	no	reflections	or	glare	from
glasses.	You	should	avoid	heavy	makeup	and	wear	a	neutral	expression.	The	photo	must	be	printed	in	high	quality	and	of	the	correct	size	for	your	licence	application.	To	confirm	the	authenticity	of	a	document	with	an	additional	signature,	known	as	a	counter-signature,	it	is	necessary	to	have	someone	known	personally	who	meets	specific
requirements.	In	the	UK,	the	counter-signatory	must	be	a	resident	and	live	in	the	country	for	at	least	two	years,	hold	a	valid	NI	driving	license	issued	after	April	1,	1999,	and	be	a	professional	or	work	in	an	occupation	recognized	by	their	community.	Examples	of	eligible	occupations	include	accountant,	airline	pilot,	attorney,	engineer,	nurse,	and	police
officer.	If	updating	a	photo	on	a	driving	license	is	required,	the	individual	must	meet	specific	requirements	including	being	a	resident	of	the	UK,	having	a	valid	passport,	and	proof	of	residence	for	the	last	three	years.	To	update	the	photo,	one	can	follow	steps	on	the	DVLA	online	portal,	answering	eligibility	questions	and	paying	an	application	fee	by
credit	or	debit	card.	You	need	to	make	sure	your	new	photo	is	updated	on	your	driver’s	licence,	but	if	you	can't	get	a	fresh	one	from	your	passport,	you	won't	be	able	to	change	it	online	–	instead,	you'll	have	to	send	the	update	in	the	post.	If	that's	the	case,	follow	this	path:	grab	Form	D1	‘Application	for	a	Driving	Licence’	from	the	Post	Office,	and	make
sure	you've	got	these	documents	ready:	a	passport	photo	taken	recently,	your	current	photocard	and	paper	licence,	a	cheque	or	postal	order	for	£17	to	DVLA,	and	any	ID	papers	if	you’ve	changed	your	name.	Then	mail	your	application	and	fee	to	DVLA	in	Swansea	–	keep	in	mind	that	forgetting	to	update	is	going	to	cost	you	£1000!	You	can	use	your
phone	to	take	the	photo	as	long	as	it	meets	all	the	strict	DVLA	standards,	or	edit	one	online	with	AiPassportPhotos	if	needed.	If	you	have	a	biometric	passport,	your	provisional	licence	photo's	already	taken	care	of	–	just	use	the	same	pic	from	your	passport	for	the	online	application.	And	hey,	don't	wear	white	in	your	licence	photo,	as	it'll	get	lost
against	the	background	–	soft	colours	like	blue	or	green	are	way	more	flattering!	Just	make	sure	your	passport-sized	photo	meets	all	the	requirements	and	has	those	valid	counters	on	the	back	to	avoid	any	issues.	Oh,	and	yes,	you	do	need	a	fee	whether	you're	applying	online	or	by	post	–	don’t	forget	that	part!
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