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In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in the serval cat, and other wild or exotic species, as potential pets. Many people admire these cats in zoos and in the wild and wonder if purchasing a serval would be an appropriate way to bring a bit of wildlife into their own home.While serval ownership may sound like a good idea in theory, there
are a number of factors to consider before purchasing an exotic cat. These cats have unique needs, which differ significantly from the needs of domesticated cats. Additionally, there are a number of legal regulations to take into account with this species. Read on to learn more about servals, and exotic cat ownership.What is a serval cat?Servals are
wild cats that are native to many parts of Africa. In their natural habitat, they roam savannahs and wetlands while hunting small prey. They can reach up to 40 pounds in size, have high energy levels, and are quite adept at climbing trees to hunt and escape predators. You may like While these exotic cats may look similar to our domesticated pet cats,
they are not domestic animals. Domestic cats have lived with humans for long periods of time, being gradually bred for a greater comfort level around people over many generations, but that is not the case for servals. Servals may act somewhat domesticated if raised around humans but, at their core, they are still wild animals.(Image credit: Getty
Images)In their natural habitat in Africa, serval cats are solitary predators. They live alone, defending a large territory against other servals.Ancient art and historical records indicate that servals were kept as pets by the early Egyptians. During the last century, breeders again developed an interest in servals. Some individuals began breeding these
cats, and promoting them as pets. In an effort to increase the appeal of servals, they were bred with domestic cats to create a new breed, the Savannah cat.Is owning a serval cat legal in the US or UK?QUICK STATSLife expectancy: 20 yearsAverage weight: Male: 30lbs/14kg, Female: 25lbs/11kg (about the same size as a Beagle or Cocker Spaniel)In
the United States, your ability to own a serval will depend on the state and county in which you live. Servals are considered wild animals; therefore, theyre subject to the laws and rules governing wild animal ownership.Some states completely prohibit serval ownership, while others allow it without restriction. Other states only allow serval ownership
with proper licensing and registration.In the United Kingdom, it is illegal to own a serval without special permission from the authorities.Does a serval make a good pet?Servals should not be confused with domestic cats. These are wild animals, and should be regarded as such. While servals may develop an attachment to their primary owner, they are
often shy and fearful of strangers or visitors. They do not tend to be aggressive, but they can be unpredictable in some contexts.Unlike domestic cats, which live in our homes, use a litter box, and eat commercial cat food, housing a serval is more similar to managing a zoo animal. Servals are typically housed in outdoor enclosures, and require a diet of
rodents, fish, and other whole animals. It is unlikely that your serval will curl up in bed with you, or sleep on your lap while you watch television.(Image credit: Getty Images)Serval cat careServals require veterinary care, but many general practice veterinarians do not treat wild animals. Therefore, you will need to find a suitable exotic animal or
wildlife veterinarian in your region who will treat your serval. It may be difficult to find a veterinarian willing to work with a serval, but proper veterinary care is an essential component of responsible ownership. Find a reliable veterinarian who is willing to treat your serval before you consider adding a serval to your home. A serval should be housed
in a large, outdoor enclosure. These solitary cats are very active, and need plenty of room to run and climb. They climb fences and dig, so your enclosure must be completely fenced on all sides and the roof and the sides should extend several feet underground. The enclosure should also contain a large circulating water fountain, to provide a place for
your serval to drink and swim.Serval cats require a varied and diverse diet. Commercial cat food will not meet their unique nutritional needs. Instead, aim to vary your cats diet between live rodents and seafood. Live rodents can be released directly into your servals enclosure, and live seafood can be dumped into their water fountain.What is the
difference between a Serval and a Savannah cat?A Savannah cat is a cross between a serval and a domestic cat. This cross was made in an attempt to create a domesticated version of the serval. However, its important to note that these are still considered exotic cats.The legality of owning a Savannah cat will depend upon your location. First-
generation (F1) Savannah cats, which have one serval parent and one domesticated cat parent, are often regulated similarly to servals.Owning an F1 Savannah cat is illegal in many parts of the United States, as well as in the United Kingdom. Second-generation or F2 Savannah cats, which have two Savannah cat parents, are often regarded as less
wild and there may be fewer restrictions regarding their ownership.(Image credit: Getty Images)Risks of owning a serval catServals are wild animals, and they are not small in size. They can pose a significant safety risk to people and other pets. You should avoid purchasing a serval if you have children or small pets in your home.Servals are also very
active and they can be destructive. If you allow your serval inside of your home, expect that you may find your sofa cushions destroyed and your curtains pulled down. Additionally, servals use urine to mark their territory, so they may urine mark your home, your personal items, and even you. Outdoor enclosures are the best place for a
serval.ConclusionWhile serval cats are gorgeous animals, they should not be confused with domestic cats. Serval ownership requires an attitude that is less that of a pet owner, and more that of a zookeeper. If serval ownership is legal in your area, begin by determining whether you have access to an exotic animal veterinarian.Next, carefully consider
whether you are willing and able to construct an appropriate enclosure and purchase live prey for your serval. If you have reservations about these aspects of serval ownership, you would likely be better served by seeking out a domesticated cat breed.Get the best advice, tips and top tech for your beloved Pets The Abyssinian cat, nicknamed "Aby," is
a medium-sized cat with a lean, muscular body and a short coat. Unlike many domesticated breeds, this cat is extremely active and playful; they love to climb tall pieces of furniture, tackle toys, and play interactive games with their family. Friendly with children and other pets, the Abyssinian makes an excellent addition to an active family. It is
recommended, however, to provide your Aby with a companion pet, whether it is another cat or even a dogthey're very social and can become bored or destructive if left alone for too long. Learn more about the Abyssinian cat, including their history, care needs, and temperament.Other Names: AbyPersonality: Friendly, interactive, animated, active,
and playfulWeight: Up to 12 poundsLength: Up to 28 inchesCoat Length: Short hairCoat Colors: Ruddy, red, blue, cinnamon, or fawnCoat Patterns: Solid, tickedEye Color: Green or goldLifespan: Up to 15 yearsHypoallergenic: SomewhatOrigin: Indian Ocean coastal regions and parts of southeast Asia The Abyssinian has a friendly and outgoing
personality, so they love to play and hate being alone. While this medium-sized cat is very social, their adaptable temperament and playful nature allow them to find fun in tackling toys or racing up and down stairs (or scratching posts) all by themselves. Soon enough, though, an Aby will seek attention from their housemates, no matter the species.
Full-grown around a year of age, the Abyssinian will maintain a kitten-like quality well into adulthood despite their elegant, refined appearance. Abyssinians are known as Aby-grabbys because they like to grab things and knock them off counters. Also, these cats are known as the clowns of the cat kingdom, and are even referred to as Aby-silly-an.
Their silly, playful nature helps them get along great with dogs. Affection LevelMedium to HighFriendlinessMedium to HighKid-FriendlyMedium to HighPet-FriendlyMedium to HighExercise NeedsMediumPlayfulnessHighEnergy LevelHighIntelligenceHighTendency to VocalizeLowAmount of SheddingLow According to lore, Abyssinians were once
owned by the Egyptian pharaohs, but some people claim they were developed in Britain by selective breeding of silver and brown tabby cats. Since their mysterious premiere at the Crystal Palace Cat Show in 1871, genetic testing has determined that Abyssinians likely developed somewhere along the Indian Ocean's coastal regions and parts of
southeast Asia. A taxidermied cat with the Aby's ruddy color and ticked markings at the Leiden Zoological Museum in the Netherlands supports this theory; the stuffed cat is thought to have hailed from India. Many believe Abyssinians were given their name because Zula, the cat displayed at the 1871 Crystal Palace Cat Show, was allegedly imported
from Abyssinia (present-day Ethiopia). Variations in the coat color and markings are likely the result of Abys breeding with other domesticated cats. American cat fanciers began to import Abyssinians in 1900 but didn't start breeding programs until the 1930s. During this time, many cats were exported from Britain to the United States, which was
fortunate because the breed was nearly wiped out in Europe during World War II. Since then, Abyssinian populations have grown rapidly, and they've become one of the most popular cat breeds in the world. The Cat Fanciers Association ranked the breed the 7th most popular breed for 2023. In pop culture, an Abyssinian was featured in the 1978
Disney movie, The Cat from Outer Space. Despite their high exercise needs and energy levels, the Abyssinian can be a relatively low-maintenance cat. Because Abys have short coats and shed minimally, they don't need frequent grooming. Weekly combing and occasional baths can help remove dander, debris, and loose hair. Like all cats, it's important
to develop a regular oral health routine. Daily brushing is ideal, but even brushing once per week can help protect your cat from periodontal disease. Check your Aby's ears weekly for dirt and debris, or signs of infection. You can clean dirt or waxy build-up with a soft, cotton cloth. Avoid cotton swabs, as they can damage the delicate inner ear
structures. Abyssinians are active, playful cats that appreciate cat toys and interactive playtime. It's also a good idea to invest in a cat tree or wall-mounted shelves, so your cat has high places to climb and perch. Abyssinians are also sure to enjoy running on a cat exercise wheel. They can let out their energy and get some much-needed exercise daily
with this product, which they can use whenever they want to entertain themselves. The Abyssinian is a generally healthy cat, but a few conditions are common in the breed. Be on the lookout for symptoms of:Periodontal disease: This is an infection of the tissues that hold the teeth in place.Patellar luxation: This is a hereditary tendency to experience
dislocation of a kneecap.Progressive retinal atrophy: This is a degenerative eye disease that can lead to blindness.Hip dysplasia: This is an orthopedic condition that causes abnormal development of the hip joints. If you're concerned about your cat's health, talk to your veterinarian about the steps you can take to ensure they live a long, happy, healthy
life. The Abyssinian is a medium-sized cat with a lean, muscular build that is fully developed around one year of age. The ears are relatively large, giving the cat a wild appearance similar to a Savannah cat. The Aby's short and rather dense coat can range in color from ruddy, red, and cinnamon to blue or fawn (females with fawn coloration are rare
and expensive). Their large, almond-shaped eyes can be green or gold. Your cat's dietary needs will depend largely on their age, sex, and activity levels. Consult the feeding guide from your favorite cat food brand, or talk to your veterinarian about how much to feed your Abyssinian. Overfeeding can lead to dangerous health conditions associated with
obesity. Abyssinian cats are very active and will generally thrive as indoor cats in larger homes as long as they have company and toys. They love to climb, so cat trees are appreciated by Abys (stairs and high surfaces are also fun to scale). Generally healthy and low maintenance, an Abyssinian is a relatively easy cat to care for throughout their 15-
year lifespan. Most importantly this breed craves attention and interaction with humans and fellow household pets. If you're extremely busy and away from the home often, you may want to consider giving your Aby a companion cat that also loves to play. Friendly to children and other petsPlayful with high energy levelsLow-maintenance grooming
Needs exercise (playtime), which may be difficult for busy familiesPrefers to have a companion catSheds seasonally Reasons Why Your Cat Acts Crazy and How to Stop It Abyssinians from breeders can cost anywhere from $900 to $2,800 on average. If you choose to purchase an Abyssinian from a breeder, conduct research to ensure they're ethical
and responsible. An ethical breeder will work hard to uphold the breed standards and produce healthy cats. Be on the lookout for red flags, like multiple cats on-site or unhealthy cats. Never allow a breeder to ship a cat to your home or charge your payment online. It may be difficult to find a purebred Abyssinian at your local shelter, so try searching
for rescue groups in your area. Pet search sites, like Petfinder.com, also make it easy to search for pets in your area and filter by breed. If youre interested in similar breeds, check out:SomaliBurmeseAmerican Shorthair Otherwise, check out all of our othercat breed profiles. When it comes to naming your Abyssinian, you want their name to be as
unique and badass as they are. Here are some suggestions to help you generate ideas: AchiraAmaraAudraBlazeBugattiCrystalEkonEmiMakenaMiaNalaPierreRaghuRazaReginaShonaSimbaVeronicaZaharaZenabuFAQWhile Abyssinians are very friendly and social cats, they arent the cuddliest breed, but this doesnt mean they wont ever cuddle with
you. They also don't love being heldunless they ask for it.These cats are not extremely vocal; they occasionally make noises that sound more like chirps than meows.No cat breed is truly hypoallergenic, but Abyssians work well for some people with mild allergies. They don't shed a lot and produce minimal dander. They also have lower levels of a
certain saliva protein that can aggravate allergies.Abyssinians are expensive cats, with some costing nearly $3,000. Exotic Hybrid Cats: Premier Savannah Cat Breeders in Las VegasExotic Hybrid Cats is a TICA-registered cattery specializing in breeding high-quality F1, F1HP, and F2 Savannah kittens. Our Savannah cats are known for their stunning,
wild appearance, resembling the African Serval, but with a gentle, domestic temperament. As one of the few breeders offering F1HP Savannahs, we take pride in producing cats with more African Serval genetics, ensuring a truly exotic look combined with a loving personality.We are proud members of the International Cat Association (TICA) and the
Feline Conservation Federation (FCF), organizations dedicated to promoting responsible exotic pet ownership and the preservation of wild cat species. At Exotic Hybrid Cats, we are committed to breeding Savannah cats that are not only beautiful but also have the temperament to thrive in a family environment.Savannah Cats & African Servals in Las
VegasAs a trusted breeder in Las Vegas, Exotic Hybrid Cats is home to several rescued African Servals, although we do not sell Servals themselves. We are the only legal person to own Servals in Las Vegas that has successfully rescued and cares for these magnificent animals.Our Savannah kittens are incredibly unique, with striking wild spots and
active, intelligent personalities. Every Kkitten is raised in a loving, in-home environment where they receive plenty of attention and socialization. This ensures that each kitten develops a friendly, well-adjusted demeanor while maintaining the wild spirit of their Serval ancestry.Whether youre looking for an F1 Savannah kitten or an F2 Savannah, we are
here to provide you with a healthy, playful companion that will fit perfectly into your home. Our commitment to quality, health, and temperament sets us apart as one of the best Savannah cat breeders in Las Vegas. This article on keeping serval cats as pets was originally published in 2012 and is regularly updated. It was last reviewed for accuracy
and updated on June 5, 2024.The serval cat is a wild animal from Africa. Photo:katrinahockmanIf youre familiar with zoology or wild animals, you may have heard of the serval cat.They look similar to a leopards, and you may be surprised to learn that some people have domesticated them and kept them as pets.While there are many admirable
qualities to the serval cat, there are also risks involved with keeping one as a pet.A serval is a cat native to the African grasslands typically found south of the Sahara Desert.The cat has a lean body and long legs.The coats are predominantly shades of tan or orange with black or dark brown markings. The coat pattern helps the cats disguise
themselves when hunting in tall grasses.The website Small Cats of Africa offers an explanation of this exotic cats history:1The serval was the symbol of the Italian Tomasi family, princess of the island of Lampedusa. Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa wrotethe famous Italian novelllGattopardo. Despite beingknown as The Leopardin English, the Italian
title actually refers to a serval. The servals North African range is near Lampedusa.Some people keep serval cats as exotic pets. Photo: Lion Mountain TVAccording to the book Classical Cats, In second-millennium BC Egypt, the serval was an exotic import from sub-Saharan Africa. When it was depicted in Egyptian art, it was frequently as a gift or
trade object from Nubia.2Some people keep serval cats as exotic pets today, but they are limited in number. Most servals can be found at zoos or large cat rescues and there is a good reason for this.The reason? The serval isnt a domestic house cat with awesome abilities.Rather, a serval cat is a wild animal with specific needs and inherited instincts
that must be nurtured in a specific environment.Several states have prohibited serval cat ownership or required specific licenses. Photo:3342As explained above, this isnt the Superman version of a pet cat.The serval is a wild animal, and for this reason, several states have prohibited their ownership or required specific licenses to contain one.There
are many risks surrounding keeping a serval cat as a pet.Please seriously consider all of the following before deciding to bring a serval cat into your home as a domesticated pet:These habitats can be expensive to create, and keeping too small of an area or an interior-only option will not allow a serval cat to expel all their energy or fulfill their natural
instincts.3As a commenter below this article, ] Freed, says, They are clever. When we moved into our new home, [our pet serval cat] promptly escaped. We got her 3 days later after a tip took us to her location. The enclosures need to be sturdy, provide for their comfort, rough play, and safety.This is not a cat you can feed Meow Mix and assume their
nutritional needs are met.According to one exotic cattery owner who has kept a number of servals since 2012, A serval cat needs variety in its diet, just like in the wild.She suggests a variety of meats such as chicken and turkey necks/back/legs/gizzards, mice, chicks, beef, a variety of birds such as quail/duck/grouse, and smaller prey such as
mice/rats/rabbit.Other foods she recommends include different types of seafood such as cod, salmon, snapper, sardines, basa, shrimp, lobster, crab, shellfish; and eggs, cheese, oils, vegetables and fruits, and grass.4Sure, they can be affectionate and are normally not aggressive to humans, but remember that this is still a wild animal. They have basic,
inherited instincts they need to fulfill. The woman playing with her pet serval cat. Photo: Spotted ExoticOwning a serval cat, or any wild or exotic animal, is subject to a variety of laws and regulations that differ widely by location and often by the specific jurisdiction within a location. Its essential to check the current laws and regulations in your
specific area before considering acquiring a serval cat. Here are some guidelines and considerations:United States: The legality of owning a serval varies from state to state. Some states have outright bans on owning wild animals as pets, while others require permits or licenses. In some states, its legal to own a serval without any special permissions,
although local laws might impose their own restrictions. Its crucial to verify with state and local regulations. Here is a general guideline for some states regarding serval cat ownership:Alabama: It is legal to own a serval without a permit.Nevada: Ownership of a serval is legal without a permit in Nevada, except within the limits of cities like Las Vegas,
which have their own restrictions.Wisconsin: This state allows serval cats without a permit, but regulations may vary by local jurisdiction.Idaho: Ownership is allowed without a permit, but again, some local jurisdictions may impose their own regulations.North Carolina: The state itself does not have a ban on exotic pets, but the laws can vary greatly
by county.South Carolina: As of my last update, its legal to own a serval in South Carolina with proper documentation and permits.Indiana: Certain exotic pets are allowed with a permit, but this varies by species and may be subject to local laws. Canada: Exotic pet laws are determined by each province, and similarly to the US, these laws can be very
different from one another. Its essential to check with local authorities. United Kingdom: In the UK, you need a Dangerous Wild Animal Licence to keep a serval cat, which is issued by the local council and has very strict conditions to ensure the welfare of the animal and the safety of the owner and public. Europe: Across European countries, laws also
vary. Some countries may have bans, while others may require permits. Australia: In Australia, it is generally illegal to keep serval cats as pets. The importation and ownership of exotic cats are highly regulated and restricted to zoos and wildlife parks.If youre in an area where it is legal to own a serval cat, obtaining one involves several steps and
considerations:Permits and Licenses: If required, you must apply for and be granted the necessary permits or licenses. This process may include inspections of the living conditions youll provide for the animal and proof of your knowledge and ability to care for it. Ethical Breeding Sources or Rescues: Its crucial to source a serval from a reputable
breeder or rescue organization that prioritizes the welfare of their animals. Housing: Servals require a lot of space and specialized enclosures that mimic their natural habitat. They are not typical pets and are known for their high energy and predatory instincts. Diet and Health Care: A proper diet for a serval is very different from that of a domestic
cat and can be costly and complex. Access to a veterinarian who is skilled in dealing with exotic cats is also a necessity. Insurance: Because servals are considered wild animals, you may need to secure liability insurance. Cost: Owning a serval is expensive. The initial cost, enclosure, food, vet care, and insurance can be significant. Long-Term
Commitment: Servals live for about 20 years and owning one is a long-term commitment with a host of responsibilities.Before acquiring a serval cat or any exotic animal, you should conduct thorough research and confirm with your local Fish and Wildlife agency or similar regulatory body to get the most current information on legality and
requirements.Keep in mind that a serval cat weighs an average of 29 pounds.5Imagine your serval is playing or hunting at 3 a.m. and those 29 pounds landon you in the bed mid-sleep.This includes peeing on household items and you. Yes, you.Servals may not always take to litter boxes like most domesticated cats, and they will require a much larger
litter box than normal.As someone named Lolo commented below, Lolos pet serval cat did really well with his litter habits, but still enjoyed peeing in/on things in the house. If I told him NO, he would slap me HARD. He was extremely stubborn.They play using their teeth and claws, and they may be too rough with children or view them as toys or prey.
This is not likely, but it is possible.6,7As Lolo again commented, We had a baby thats where it really went downbhill. [Our pet serval cat] HATED the baby. He slapped and hissed at us after we handled the baby. We had to keep them separate 24/7. It was exhausting.And then, Lolo says, it happened. The serval attacked our baby.The baby had TEETH
marks on her temple and next to the eye, Lolo says. That was the last straw. He probably viewed the baby as prey and/or as a threat. Regardless, we couldnt risk our child or visitors. Luckily, we found him a good home.Serval cat play-biting. Photo: Spotted ExoticThey can knock over large items, scratch and tear furnishings, jump extremely high, and
crash into things during their many excursions.The cats are strong with fast reflexes, and they even use their teeth and claws during play.Plus, scratches are much worse with serval cats. Their strength is much higher than that of a normal cat and even if they dont mean harm, they can cause it simply by playing.Servals have a bite force at the canine
teeth of 172 Newtons, whereas feral domestic cats have a bite force of 56 Newtons, notes a 2016 Queensland Government safety report. Because of this higher bite force, servals can subdue larger prey than can feral cats.They listen and wait until ready, then they jump in the air8and land on their prey.Once they hold them or incapacitate them with
their weight, they usually deliver a fatal bite to the neck.Servals are considered the best hunters in the cat world, with a nearly 50% kill rate.9 (A domestic cats Kill rate is more like 10%.)This is longer than the average domestic cat (15 years11), so you should understand the responsibility of taking care of a wild animal for a long time before deciding
to get one.A serval cat needs space to fulfill their natural instincts. Photo:A Different PerspectiveThere are many reasons you should reconsider buying a serval cat.While some of them can be affectionate, they dont do well with changing families and need space to fulfill their natural instincts.Dont confuse space with efficiency just because you have
multiple acres doesnt mean you can just drop a serval onto the property and they will fend for themselves.There are so many cats and other animals waiting for homes in shelters and rescues across the country and the world. So please consider giving one of them a home before taking the risks of serval cats explained above.If you just adore serval
cats and need an exotic cat fix, visit your local zoo or a large cat rescue.There are also plenty of videos of serval cats.Heres one of them:Take some time and read through the comments below this article from people who have experience keeping serval cats as pets.Sure, serval cats can be great pets for the right families but please dont take this
decision lightly.Serval cats, an African cat are fascinating animals known for their unique characteristics and behaviors. Here are the top five interesting facts about these wild felines:Remarkable Jumpers: Servals can leap up to 10 feet in the air to catch birds in flight. Large Ears for Hunting: Their large, rounded ears provide excellent hearing,
helping them detect prey in tall grasses. Solitary Creatures: Servals are mostly solitary and establish large territories. Unique Coat Patterns: Their coats feature distinctive black spots and stripes, which provide camouflage in their natural habitat. Diet Diversity: In the wild, servals eat a variety of prey, including rodents, birds, insects, and fish.These
fascinating traits make the serval cat an intriguing, though challenging, exotic pet. A serval cat is a wild African feline known for its long legs, large ears, and distinctive spotted coat. The cost of a serval cat can range from $5,000 to $10,000, depending on the breeder and location. Serval cats typically weigh between 20 to 40 pounds and stand about
21 to 24 inches tall at the shoulder. Serval cats can be purchased from licensed exotic animal breeders and dealers, but potential owners must comply with local laws and regulations. Serval (Leptailurus serval). Cats For Africa. . Engels, Donald W.Classical Cats: The Rise and Fall of the Sacred Cat. Routledge, 2015. About Servals. A1 Savannabhs. .
Serval Cat Nutrition. Facebook post. Sept. 18, 2016. Archived here: . AnAge Entry for Leptailurus Serval. Human Ageing Genomic Resources. . Fixler, Hayley. African Serval Attacks Toddler at Birthday Party. ABC 57 News. Oct. 29, 2018. . Saulny, Susan. Whats Up, Pussycat? Whoa!TheNew York Times. May 12, 2005. . Fraser, Andrew F.Feline
Behaviour and Welfare. CABI. 2012. Canniff, Tessa. Leptailurus serval. Animal Diversity Web. 2011. . Grzimek, Bernhard.Grzimeks Animal Life Encyclopedia. McGraw-Hill Publishing Company. 1990. Pena, Melvin. How Long Do Cats Live? Facts About the Average Cat Lifespan. Catster. July 3, 2018. . Carol BryantCarol Bryant is the founder
FidoseofReality.com and SmartDogCopy.com. A pet product expert, Carol is the Past President of the Dog Writers Association of America (DWAA) and winner of Best Dog Blog. A dog lover of the highest order is how Gayle King introduced Carol when she appeared with her Cocker Spaniel on Oprah Radios Gayle King Show to dish dogs. She helps pet,
animal, and lifestyle brands achieve copywriting and content marketing success using well-trained words that work and is well-known in the pet industry.Learn more This article on keeping serval cats as pets was originally published in 2012 and is regularly updated. It was last reviewed for accuracy and updated on June 5, 2024.The serval cat is a
wild animal from Africa. Photo:katrinahockmanlIf youre familiar with zoology or wild animals, you may have heard of the serval cat.They look similar to a leopards, and you may be surprised to learn that some people have domesticated them and kept them as pets.While there are many admirable qualities to the serval cat, there are also risks involved
with keeping one as a pet.A serval is a cat native to the African grasslands typically found south of the Sahara Desert.The cat has a lean body and long legs.The coats are predominantly shades of tan or orange with black or dark brown markings. The coat pattern helps the cats disguise themselves when hunting in tall grasses.The website Small Cats
of Africa offers an explanation of this exotic cats history:1The serval was the symbol of the Italian Tomasi family, princess of the island of Lampedusa. Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa wrotethe famous Italian novelllGattopardo. Despite beingknown as The Leopardin English, the Italian title actually refers to a serval. The servals North African range is
near Lampedusa.Some people keep serval cats as exotic pets. Photo: Lion Mountain TVAccording to the book Classical Cats, In second-millennium BC Egypt, the serval was an exotic import from sub-Saharan Africa. When it was depicted in Egyptian art, it was frequently as a gift or trade object from Nubia.2Some people keep serval cats as exotic pets
today, but they are limited in number. Most servals can be found at zoos or large cat rescues and there is a good reason for this.The reason? The serval isnt a domestic house cat with awesome abilities.Rather, a serval cat is a wild animal with specific needs and inherited instincts that must be nurtured in a specific environment.Several states have
prohibited serval cat ownership or required specific licenses. Photo:3342As explained above, this isnt the Superman version of a pet cat.The serval is a wild animal, and for this reason, several states have prohibited their ownership or required specific licenses to contain one.There are many risks surrounding keeping a serval cat as a pet.Please
seriously consider all of the following before deciding to bring a serval cat into your home as a domesticated pet:These habitats can be expensive to create, and keeping too small of an area or an interior-only option will not allow a serval cat to expel all their energy or fulfill their natural instincts.3As a commenter below this article, ] Freed, says, They
are clever. When we moved into our new home, [our pet serval cat] promptly escaped. We got her 3 days later after a tip took us to her location. The enclosures need to be sturdy, provide for their comfort, rough play, and safety.This is not a cat you can feed Meow Mix and assume their nutritional needs are met.According to one exotic cattery owner
who has kept a number of servals since 2012, A serval cat needs variety in its diet, just like in the wild.She suggests a variety of meats such as chicken and turkey necks/back/legs/gizzards, mice, chicks, beef, a variety of birds such as quail/duck/grouse, and smaller prey such as mice/rats/rabbit.Other foods she recommends include different types of
seafood such as cod, salmon, snapper, sardines, basa, shrimp, lobster, crab, shellfish; and eggs, cheese, oils, vegetables and fruits, and grass.4Sure, they can be affectionate and are normally not aggressive to humans, but remember that this is still a wild animal.They have basic, inherited instincts they need to fulfill. The woman playing with her pet
serval cat. Photo: Spotted ExoticOwning a serval cat, or any wild or exotic animal, is subject to a variety of laws and regulations that differ widely by location and often by the specific jurisdiction within a location. Its essential to check the current laws and regulations in your specific area before considering acquiring a serval cat. Here are some
guidelines and considerations:United States: The legality of owning a serval varies from state to state. Some states have outright bans on owning wild animals as pets, while others require permits or licenses. In some states, its legal to own a serval without any special permissions, although local laws might impose their own restrictions. Its crucial to
verify with state and local regulations. Here is a general guideline for some states regarding serval cat ownership:Alabama: It is legal to own a serval without a permit.Nevada: Ownership of a serval is legal without a permit in Nevada, except within the limits of cities like Las Vegas, which have their own restrictions.Wisconsin: This state allows serval
cats without a permit, but regulations may vary by local jurisdiction.Idaho: Ownership is allowed without a permit, but again, some local jurisdictions may impose their own regulations.North Carolina: The state itself does not have a ban on exotic pets, but the laws can vary greatly by county.South Carolina: As of my last update, its legal to own a
serval in South Carolina with proper documentation and permits.Indiana: Certain exotic pets are allowed with a permit, but this varies by species and may be subject to local laws. Canada: Exotic pet laws are determined by each province, and similarly to the US, these laws can be very different from one another. Its essential to check with local
authorities. United Kingdom: In the UK, you need a Dangerous Wild Animal Licence to keep a serval cat, which is issued by the local council and has very strict conditions to ensure the welfare of the animal and the safety of the owner and public. Europe: Across European countries, laws also vary. Some countries may have bans, while others may
require permits. Australia: In Australia, it is generally illegal to keep serval cats as pets. The importation and ownership of exotic cats are highly regulated and restricted to zoos and wildlife parks.If youre in an area where it is legal to own a serval cat, obtaining one involves several steps and considerations:Permits and Licenses: If required, you must
apply for and be granted the necessary permits or licenses. This process may include inspections of the living conditions youll provide for the animal and proof of your knowledge and ability to care for it. Ethical Breeding Sources or Rescues: Its crucial to source a serval from a reputable breeder or rescue organization that prioritizes the welfare of
their animals. Housing: Servals require a lot of space and specialized enclosures that mimic their natural habitat. They are not typical pets and are known for their high energy and predatory instincts. Diet and Health Care: A proper diet for a serval is very different from that of a domestic cat and can be costly and complex. Access to a veterinarian
who is skilled in dealing with exotic cats is also a necessity. Insurance: Because servals are considered wild animals, you may need to secure liability insurance. Cost: Owning a serval is expensive. The initial cost, enclosure, food, vet care, and insurance can be significant. Long-Term Commitment: Servals live for about 20 years and owning one is a
long-term commitment with a host of responsibilities.Before acquiring a serval cat or any exotic animal, you should conduct thorough research and confirm with your local Fish and Wildlife agency or similar regulatory body to get the most current information on legality and requirements.Keep in mind that a serval cat weighs an average of 29
pounds.5Imagine your serval is playing or hunting at 3 a.m. and those 29 pounds landon you in the bed mid-sleep.This includes peeing on household items and you. Yes, you.Servals may not always take to litter boxes like most domesticated cats, and they will require a much larger litter box than normal.As someone named Lolo commented below,
Lolos pet serval cat did really well with his litter habits, but still enjoyed peeing in/on things in the house. If I told him NO, he would slap me HARD. He was extremely stubborn.They play using their teeth and claws, and they may be too rough with children or view them as toys or prey. This is not likely, but it is possible.6,7As Lolo again commented,
We had a baby thats where it really went downhill. [Our pet serval cat] HATED the baby. He slapped and hissed at us after we handled the baby. We had to keep them separate 24/7. It was exhausting.And then, Lolo says, it happened. The serval attacked our baby.The baby had TEETH marks on her temple and next to the eye, Lolo says. That was the
last straw. He probably viewed the baby as prey and/or as a threat. Regardless, we couldnt risk our child or visitors. Luckily, we found him a good home.Serval cat play-biting. Photo: Spotted ExoticThey can knock over large items, scratch and tear furnishings, jump extremely high, and crash into things during their many excursions.The cats are
strong with fast reflexes, and they even use their teeth and claws during play.Plus, scratches are much worse with serval cats. Their strength is much higher than that of a normal cat and even if they dont mean harm, they can cause it simply by playing.Servals have a bite force at the canine teeth of 172 Newtons, whereas feral domestic cats have a
bite force of 56 Newtons, notes a 2016 Queensland Government safety report. Because of this higher bite force, servals can subdue larger prey than can feral cats.They listen and wait until ready, then they jump in the air8and land on their prey.Once they hold them or incapacitate them with their weight, they usually deliver a fatal bite to the
neck.Servals are considered the best hunters in the cat world, with a nearly 50% kill rate.9 (A domestic cats kill rate is more like 10%.)This is longer than the average domestic cat (15 years11), so you should understand the responsibility of taking care of a wild animal for a long time before deciding to get one.A serval cat needs space to fulfill their
natural instincts. Photo:A Different PerspectiveThere are many reasons you should reconsider buying a serval cat.While some of them can be affectionate, they dont do well with changing families and need space to fulfill their natural instincts.Dont confuse space with efficiency just because you have multiple acres doesnt mean you can just drop a
serval onto the property and they will fend for themselves.There are so many cats and other animals waiting for homes in shelters and rescues across the country and the world. So please consider giving one of them a home before taking the risks of serval cats explained above.If you just adore serval cats and need an exotic cat fix, visit your local zoo
or a large cat rescue.There are also plenty of videos of serval cats.Heres one of them:Take some time and read through the comments below this article from people who have experience keeping serval cats as pets.Sure, serval cats can be great pets for the right families but please dont take this decision lightly.Serval cats, an African cat are
fascinating animals known for their unique characteristics and behaviors. Here are the top five interesting facts about these wild felines:Remarkable Jumpers: Servals can leap up to 10 feet in the air to catch birds in flight. Large Ears for Hunting: Their large, rounded ears provide excellent hearing, helping them detect prey in tall grasses. Solitary
Creatures: Servals are mostly solitary and establish large territories. Unique Coat Patterns: Their coats feature distinctive black spots and stripes, which provide camouflage in their natural habitat. Diet Diversity: In the wild, servals eat a variety of prey, including rodents, birds, insects, and fish.These fascinating traits make the serval cat an
intriguing, though challenging, exotic pet. A serval cat is a wild African feline known for its long legs, large ears, and distinctive spotted coat. The cost of a serval cat can range from $5,000 to $10,000, depending on the breeder and location. Serval cats typically weigh between 20 to 40 pounds and stand about 21 to 24 inches tall at the shoulder.
Serval cats can be purchased from licensed exotic animal breeders and dealers, but potential owners must comply with local laws and regulations. Serval (Leptailurus serval). Cats For Africa. . Engels, Donald W.Classical Cats: The Rise and Fall of the Sacred Cat. Routledge, 2015. About Servals. A1 Savannahs. . Serval Cat Nutrition. Facebook post.
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Tessa. Leptailurus serval. Animal Diversity Web. 2011. . Grzimek, Bernhard.Grzimeks Animal Life Encyclopedia. McGraw-Hill Publishing Company. 1990. Pena, Melvin. How Long Do Cats Live? Facts About the Average Cat Lifespan. Catster. July 3, 2018. . Carol BryantCarol Bryant is the founder FidoseofReality.com and SmartDogCopy.com. A pet
product expert, Carol is the Past President of the Dog Writers Association of America (DWAA) and winner of Best Dog Blog. A dog lover of the highest order is how Gayle King introduced Carol when she appeared with her Cocker Spaniel on Oprah Radios Gayle King Show to dish dogs. She helps pet, animal, and lifestyle brands achieve copywriting
and content marketing success using well-trained words that work and is well-known in the pet industry.Learn more Credit: itsabreeze photography / Getty Images At first glance, its hard to believe the Bengal is a big house cat and not wild. With an athletic body and a unique, patterned coat, the Bengal cat breed looks like it's straight out of the
jungle. Bengal owners say this breed is as loving and friendly as other domestic cats. Theyre people-oriented cats that love to play and climb all day.Height: 8 to 10 inchesWeight: 15 to 18 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Affectionate, energetic, animatedEnergy Level: HighCoat and Color: Short, dense coat; colors include brown tabby, seal sepia
tabby, seal mink tabby, seal lynx point, black silver tabby, and other combinations with spotted or marbled patternsLife Span: 10 to 16 years Credit: FluxFactory/ Getty Images The most striking attribute of the Persian cat is their face. This long-haired cat has a round, often flat face and a distinctly short muzzle, giving a squished face look. The long
hair gives them a larger appearance. In actuality, this is one of the smallest of the big house cats. Unlike most larger cats, this cat is content lounging around all day and is not as active as some other breeds.14 Fascinating Facts About Persian CatsHeight: 8 to 10 inchesWeight: 7 to 12 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Sweet, gentle,
affectionateEnergy Level: LowCoat and Color: Long coat; solid (white, black, cream), tabby, calico, bicolor, silver and gold, shaded, and smokeLife Span: 10 to 17 years Credit: asasirov / Getty Images A distinctly short, stubby bobbed tail is what makes this big house cat stand apart from all the other breeds. This cat also has long hind legs and an alert
hunting gazeattributes consistent with a bobcat. The breed was developed by intentionally breeding stray cats noted to have short tails until, over time, a distinct breed was recognized.Height: 9 to 10 inchesWeight: 7 to 16 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Affectionate, sociable, playfulEnergy Level: MediumCoat and Color: Shaggy coat; any color or
patternLife Span: 13 to 15 years Credit: Anne-Sophie Bost / Getty Images The Ragdoll is another one of the large domestic cat breeds that people love. These cats earned their name because of their docile, cuddly, and affectionate nature. Ragdolls collapse into their favorite persons arms when picked up, just like a rag doll. Their history is shrouded in
mystery, and there are many claims of how they came to be, including CIA experiments. This tremendous family-friendly breed gained popularity in the U.S. in the 1990s, and the Cat Fanciers' Association recognized it in 2000.Height: 9 to 11 inchesWeight: 10 to 20 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Friendly, easygoing, cuddlyEnergy Level: Low to
MediumCoat and Color: Medium-length and silky plush coat; bicolor, van, mitted, and colorpoint; colors include seal, blue, chocolate, lilac, red, and creamLife Span: 13 to 15 yearsContinue to 5 of 10 below Credit: CasarsaGuru / Getty Images The unique Siberian cat breed is large, sturdy, and intelligentthis cat had to be, growing up in an
exceptionally unforgiving climate with painfully short summers and long, harsh winters. The breed was domesticated and brought indoors, away from the elements, where its true colors could emerge. Siberian cats are notably affectionate and playful, making great house pets.Height: 9 to 11 inchesWeight: 10 to 20 poundsPersonality/Temperament:
Intelligent, playful, affectionateEnergy Level: MediumCoat and Color: Semi-longhaired, triple-coat that varies from coarse to soft; wide variety of colorsLife Span: 10 to 18 years Credit: Naomi Rahim/ Getty Images Imagine a wild, long-haired cat with wide yellow eyes and a muscular body, and you'd see an encyclopedia entry for a Norwegian forest
cat. These large, sturdy cats were first bred in Norway by breeders who may have crossed domestic cats with wild cats. Since the breed was domesticated, this has become a friendly, playful, and intelligent cat with a moderate activity level. The Norwegian forest cat is perfect as a loyal pet to stay by your side.Height: 9 to 12 inchesWeight: 9 to 16
poundsPersonality/Temperament: Friendly, interactive, independentEnergy Level: MediumCoat and Color: Unique double coat that includes a dense undercoat and a long, silky smooth overcoat; every color and patternLife Span: 14 to 16 years Credit: sergeyskleznev / Getty Images The Ragamuffin is closely related to another larger breed, the
Ragdoll. The Ragamuffin is large, lovable, and mellow. These cats are known for their docile nature and thick, luscious coat. Their personality is quite similar to the Ragdoll, but their faces typically have a friendly overall expression with larger, rounder eyes.Height: 9 to 12 inchesWeight: 8 to 20 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Mellow, adaptable,
intelligentEnergy Level: MediumCoat and Color: Long and silky coat; white, black, blue, red, lavender, cinnamon, chestnut, platinum, and chocolateLife Span: Up to 18 years Credit: Alexandra Jursova / Getty Images The strong, shaggy Maine coon is another one of the popular large domestic cat breeds. This is a well-proportioned cat. There are many
stories of how this breed developed. Some believe they originated in America as a cross between a house cat and a raccoon, although that myth has been scientifically debunked. That raccoon myth was one explanation for the Maine coons long, smooth coat and voluminous tail. This unique and affectionate breed is a great family pet known for being a
gentle giant in the domesticated cat world.Height: 10 to 16 inchesWeight: 10 to 20+ poundsPersonality/Temperament: Amiable, gentle, affectionateEnergy Level: MediumCoat and Color: Long, double coat; more than 75 color combinationsLife Span: 9 to 15 yearsContinue to 9 of 10 below Credit: Pierre Adan / Getty Images The Savannah cat is a cross
between a domestic cat and a serval, a medium-sized African wild cat with distinctly large ears. Their exotic, leopard-like appearance makes them a commonly desired pet among big cat enthusiasts. Savannah cats are classified by the amount of each breed they contain to inform people of how genuinely wild they are. For example, F1 and F2
generations are usually the largest and have more genes from the African serval, as these are the first and second generations of breeding directly between a wild serval and a domestic cat. Some locations dont allow people to keep Savannah cats as pets, while others require a permit. Check your local laws before deciding to get one of these
cats.Height: 10 to 17 inchesWeight: 12 to 25 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Affectionate, intelligent, socialEnergy Level: HighCoat and Color: Short to medium length coat; black, brown spotted tabby, black silver spotted tabby, and black smoke with a solid or tabby patternLife Span: 12 to 20 years Credit: Satyendra Kumar Tiwari / Getty Images
An exotic-looking breed, and yet another one of the large domestic cat breeds, the Chausie is extremely active and intelligent. The breed got its name from the Latin name felis chaus, meaning jungle cat. People likely gave the cat this name because of their natural hunting skills and regal demeanor combined with a large-and-in-charge appearance.
These cats tend to be very fast, high jumpers, and demand a lot of attention.Height: 14 to 18 inchesWeight: 15 to 20 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Intelligent, active, socialEnergy Level: HighCoat and Color: Short coat; golden, black, or silver-tipped with a tabby pattern; may have spots or stripesLife Span: 12 to 14 years Large domestic cat
breeds tend to have a big presence. Most cats are curious, but larger cats may have an advantage when it comes to theirjumping abilities and can get into a little more trouble with their longer reach. Some of the large breed felines are athletic and active. Many bond strongly with their humans and have their own unique ways tovocalize with mews,
squeaks, and purrswhen they need you. Whether you have a big cat or a little cat, all domesticated cats can acclimate to the size of their home. But, if you want to avoid having a bigger cat, some breeds are smaller than others. Smaller kitty breeds include the short-legged munchkin, the Singapura, and the Devon rex.15 Best American Cat Breeds
Multi-cat households can work well under the right circumstances. There are three important factors:Compatibility of the cats within the groupAvailability and accessibility of resourcesPopulation density of the cats in the territoryCompatibilitySiblings that have been brought up together are more likely to get along well particularly if they were very
sociable as kittens.For multi-cat households with several cats, you wont always find they form one single, cohesive social group. They often form sub-groups with two, three or more in each group and with some cats on their own. These groups live together within their territory while making every effort to avoid other groups and keep their distance.If
you can tell which groups have formed, you can ensure resources are distributed around the home accordingly, so cats dont have to share if they dont want to.Identifying social groupslts possible to tell which social groups have formed by watching your cats. Which cats spend time together, groom each other, sleep close together, play together (more
common in kittens and younger cats) and touch noses when they greet each other? On the other hand, you can learn which cats dont get along by looking for cats that are reactive towards each others presence or behaviours. You can observe which cats leave the room when another enters and which cat stares at other cats in the home or blocks
access to litter trays or food. It can be helpful to make notes of any behaviour you notice your cats displaying towards one another, as this can help pinpoint which cats have grouped together and which prefer to be alone.More obvious signs such as hissing, chasing, swiping and fighting are indicators of tension and conflict between cats. If this is the
case, speak to your vet about your cats fighting, as referral to a veterinary or clinical animal behaviourist may be needed.House MapsPlans of your home layout can be helpful to note how each cat or group of cats uses each area (territory) within the home. By watching your cats, you can establish which rooms they regularly spend time in and which
they avoid. You can then identify where resources are located and if that causes cats to cross over common areas, which may become potential problem areas.Accessibility of resourcesCats dont share important resources with other social groups. These resources include everything a cat needs to survive and thrive, such as food bowls, water bowls,
litter trays, beds, high resting places, private areas, scratching posts, entry/exit points and toys.If enough of these resources are provided and they are distributed so they are accessible for each cat or social group in an area where they spend most of their time, tension and conflict can often be avoided. In terms of appropriate numbers of resources, a
commonly used formula is one resource per cat plus one extra, positioned in different locations.For example, in a home where there are three cats (who are not in social groups), provide four of every resource (food/water/scratching/beds/high places/toys/litter trays) spread out throughout the home in separate locations. Avoid grouping litter trays in
one location, as cats will view this as one litter resource, which could discourage use, and cats are also more likely to block each other from using the litter trays.Feeding areasCats are solitary hunters and feeders, meaning they would naturally choose to eat alone. However, they will suppress this natural behaviour as getting enough food is a priority
for survival. This doesnt mean they should be forced to eat in the company of other cats, as this can lead to conflict in multi-cat homes. To help your cats, try:Avoiding feeding them all in the same location with bowls placed next to one anotherProviding a visual barrier between each cat, such as a wall (different rooms) or feeding on different levels
(one cat on the floor and one on a table)Providing measured amounts of dry food left throughout the day and night so that each cat can choose when to eatProviding more frequent mealtimes for wet foodPositioning bowls away from corners/walls to allow your cats to face in any direction while eating. This allows them to monitor their environment
and look out for other cats while eatingConsider the use of microchip feeders for each cat. These can be placed in separate locations in the home and only permit access to a specific catWater bowlsCats prefer to drink away from feeding areas and may avoid drinking altogether if challenged by another cat. To help your cats, try:Placing water bowls in
different areas of the home, away from foodProviding large ceramic, glass or stainless steel bowls (although some cats dont like stainless steel bowls as they are reflective and noisy if the cats collar tag chinks against the bowl) filled to the brim so your cats can remain vigilant while drinkingPosition the bowl to allow your cats to face any direction
when drinkingLitter traysCats pass urine and faeces when and where they feel safe, away from feeding and hunting areas. Some cats prefer to go outside, but many prefer using indoor facilities. Cats may block or guard access to litter trays to prevent others from using them. If cats dont feel safe toileting, this can lead to stress-related health and
behaviour problems. To help your cats, try:Positioning litter trays away from full-length windows, cat flaps, noisy appliances (e.g. the washing machine), external doors, thoroughfares and busy areasConsidering using open trays, which allow cats to have a full view of their surroundings or remove the door/flap from covered traysIf in doubt, provide a
choice of litter tray and litter and keep a note of their use to learn what each cats individual preferences areMost cats prefer fine, soft, sand-like clumping products that are easily cleaned. Wood pellets can be uncomfortable for kittens and adult cats to stand on and may be more difficult to dig/rakeLitter trays should be scooped out at least twice a day
and completely cleaned once a week if non-clumping litter is used and every 2-4 weeks if clumping litter is used.High resting placesCats prefer high places when they feel threatened. To help your cats, try:Providing high perches throughout the house, for example:Tall modular cat towers/treesAllow two access points to each perch, if appropriate, to
avoid the risk of being trapped by another catEnsure these are places where your cat can observe their surroundings without drawing attention to themselves try not to acknowledge your cat when theyre using these spacesPrivate areasCats need time out from each other and from humans too. This is usually a dark, warm place that they feel is safe.
To help your cats, try:Providing soft bedding, for example:Under beds (if appropriate)Cat carriers or covered bedsDo not disturb or interfere when they are using these resourcesEnsure minimal disruption through cleaning, always leave a familiar smelling blanket behind and wash bedding on a rotation basisBedsCats need somewhere safe to rest,
free from danger and interference, preferably off the ground, warm and free from draughts. Cats may block or defend beds or steal them from other cats to demonstrate their ability to control resources. Cats also use sleep or feign sleep as a coping strategy during conflict, so safe beds are important. To help your cats, try:Providing soft, warm, raised
beds in multiple locations throughout the homeProvide beds with a source of heat, e.g. heated pads and/or radiator beds to encourage use in separate locationsProvide something with your scent on (e.g. clothing, towels) if it seems to make your cat/s feel more secureScratching postsScratching posts provide a visual and olfactory (scent) mark, as a
means of territorial communication. Theyre also necessary for claw maintenance and exercise. To help your cats, try:Providing multiple vertical and horizontal surfaces for them to scratch as many cats will have an individual preferenceEnsuring the posts or panels are tall enough for your cats to stretch fullyMaking sure there are vertical ridges on
the scratching surfaceUsing rigid structures that resist scratching and dont moveProviding different material options to find out each cats individual preference (e.g. sisal rope/cardboard/wood/carpet)Placing scratching surfaces near to where cats rest on exit/entry points in the home (doors, windows) as this is where they are most likely to
scratchEntry/exit pointsCats may guard, block or intimidate other cats at an entry and exit point as this may be the only possible access to the only available litter tray or toileting area. To help your cats, try:Providing two entry/exit points on different aspects of the house, e.g.WindowsAccess from the upper floor to the flat roofFront/back doors, side
entrancesCat flaps in multiple doorsProviding indoor litter traysToys/playPlay is a solitary leisure activity for cats and insecure cats will not play in front of a more confident cat. To help your cats:Follow the resource formula (if toys are provided for object play)Play separately with your cat without another cat presentinter-cat play:Provide high
perches to prevent play fighting from escalatingProvide objects for cats to play around, such as boxes or cat tunnelsOwners are important too!Cats will withdraw from owners if other cats are more assertive, and contact can be location and time specific. To avoid conflict, allow your cats to dictate the quality and quantity of interaction and avoid
sharing affection.Population density in the areaCat population densities vary enormously depending on the country and whether the specific area is urban, suburban or rural. Domestic pet cat population densities exceed those that happen naturally, particularly as each cat household has a separate social group/s. The external population of cats also
has an impact, with a high population density creating a high-stress factor, irrespective in many cases whether the resident cats have an indoor or outdoor lifestyle, as cats can be seen through windows and smells can come through doors and windows. To help your cats, try:Avoiding multi-cat households (or limit to two cats) in areas of high
population densitySecuring garden to exclude other cats (cat-proof fencing)Using safe deterrents in the garden if cats are coming into the garden and bothering indoor cats
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