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Adjectives	describe	and	modify	nouns	and	pronouns.	The	words	smart,	funny,	happy,	and	outrageous	are	all	examples	of	adjectives.	Sometimes,	however,	these	adjectives	on	their	own	are	not	enough.	You	might	want	to	say	that	a	joke	is	not	only	funny,	but	also	so	funny	that	no	other	joke	can	live	up	to	it.	Or	you	might	need	to	say	a	shoe	smells	so	bad	that	its	stench	dominates	every	other	stinky	smell.	While	there	are	many	different	types	of	adjectives,	there	is	one	in
particular	that	can	help	you	in	these	situations:	the	superlative	adjective.	By	using	superlative	adjectives,	you	can	say	that	joke	was	the	funniest	one	you	ever	heard	or	that	smelly	shoe	has	the	worst	stench	in	history.	So	if	you	want	to	be	one	of	the	greatest	grammarians	out	there	(and	oh	boy,	do	you!),	keep	reading	to	learn	more	about	superlative	adjectives.	What	is	a	superlative	adjective?	A	superlative	adjective	is	an	adjective	used	in	comparisons	to	describe
something	as	being	of	the	highest	degree	or	extreme.	We	use	superlative	adjectives	when	making	comparisons	of	three	or	more	people	or	things.	The	words	biggest	and	fastest	are	examples	of	superlative	adjectives.	The	word	superlative	has	other	uses	outside	of	grammar.	As	an	adjective,	superlative	is	used	to	mean	something	is	the	best	or	highest	of	its	kind,	surpasses	all	others,	or	is	excellent.	For	example,	a	superlative	cheeseburger	would	be	a	cheeseburger	that
is	extremely	delicious	or	is	very	high	quality.	Superlative	is	also	used	as	a	noun,	which	we	will	explore	more	later.	To	explain	how	we	use	superlative	adjectives,	let’s	say	we	have	three	sticks	that	measure	one	foot,	two	feet,	and	three	feet	long.	Of	these	three,	the	one	that	is	three	feet	long	can	be	described	as	the	longest	stick	because	it	wins	the	contest	of	length.	At	the	same	time,	the	one-foot	stick	is	the	shortest	as	it	would	win	a	shortness	competition.	A	superlative
adjective	is	formed	from	the	positive	form	of	an	adjective,	which	is	the	initial	form	of	an	adjective	you	will	find	if	you	look	one	up	in	our	fantastic	dictionary.	The	adjectives	smart,	kind,	and	slow	are	adjectives	that	are	in	the	positive	form,	for	example.	The	other	form—the	form	between	the	positive	and	superlative	and	marked	by	–er	or	more—is	known	as	a	comparative	adjective.	At	our	entry	for	an	adjective,	you	will	also	see	noted	what	an	adjective’s	comparative	and
superlative	forms	are.	Here	are	the	general	rules	for	forming	superlatives	from	a	positive	form	adjective:	Most	one-syllable	adjectives:	Add	-est	to	the	end.	For	example,	warm	becomes	warmest.	If	the	adjective	ends	in	-e,	just	add	-st.		For	example,	vile	becomes	vilest.	If	the	adjective	ends	in	-y,	you	sometimes	replace	the	-y	with	an	-i	before	adding	-est.	For	example,	dry	becomes	driest	but	sly	can	be	either	slyest	or	sliest.	One-syllable	adjectives	that	end	in	consonant-
vowel-consonant:	Double	the	final	consonant	before	adding	-est.	For	example,	hot	becomes	hottest	and	sad	becomes	saddest.	Two-syllable	adjectives	that	end	in	Y:	Drop	the	-y,	replace	it	with	an	-i,	and	then	add	-est.	For	example,	silly	becomes	silliest	and	funny	becomes	funniest.	Two-syllable	adjectives	that	end	in	-er,	-le,	or	-ow:	Add	-est	to	the	end.	For	example,	narrow	becomes	narrowest	and	clever	becomes	cleverest.	All	other	adjectives	that	are	two	syllables	or
longer:	Add	the	word	most	or	least	to	the	positive	form.	For	example,	energetic	becomes	most	or	least	energetic	and	unbelievable	becomes	most	or	least	unbelievable.	Note,	though,	that	some	adjectives	may	have	more	than	one	acceptable	way	to	form	its	superlative	(e.g.,	most	fun	and	funnest).	When	we	use	superlative	adjectives	in	sentences,	we	often	precede	them	with	the	word	the.	For	example,	we	would	say	I	want	to	hug	the	cutest	kitten	rather	than	I	want	to
hug	cutest	kitten	or	I	want	to	hug	a	cutest	kitten.	However,	if	we	are	comparing	something	to	itself,	we	may	not	use	the	word	the.	For	example:	Bears	are	hungriest	when	waking	up	from	hibernation.	We	also	may	not	use	the	if	we	use	a	possessive	adjective	or	possessive	noun	instead.	For	example:	This	essay	was	my	longest	one	yet.	Out	of	all	of	her	paintings,	I	think	this	one	is	Diana’s	best	work.	There	are	no	stupid	questions,	especially	when	it	comes	to	the
word	stupid.	So	is	stupidest	a	word?	List	of	superlative	adjectives	As	long	as	it	makes	sense	to	compare	more	than	two	people	or	things,	almost	any	adjective	can	be	used	as	a	superlative	adjective.	Here	are	just	some	examples	of	superlative	adjectives:	angriest,	most	boring,	coolest,	darkest,	least	entertaining,	fattest,	goofiest,	hungriest,	iciest,	jolliest,	laziest,	most	miserable,	nicest,	most	overrated,	purplest,	quickest,	rudest,	smallest,	tiniest,	ugliest,	least	visible,
widest,	youngest,	zestiest	Where	do	you	include	a	superlative	adjective	in	a	sentence?	Superlative	adjectives	can	be	used	either	directly	before	the	noun	or	pronoun	they	modify	or	can	be	used	as	a	subject	complement	that	is	connected	to	a	noun/pronoun	with	a	linking	verb	(such	as	be	or	seem).	In	either	case,	we	almost	always	put	the	word	the	(or	a	possessive)	in	front	of	them.	For	example:	That	was	the	scariest	movie	that	I	ever	saw.	Out	of	every	movie	I	have	seen,
that	one	was	the	scariest.	What	does	the	noun	superlatives	mean?	In	everyday	life	and	popular	culture,	the	word	superlatives	is	often	used	to	refer	to	titles	or	phrases	used	to	describe	a	person.	For	example,	many	high	school	yearbooks	often	feature	“senior	superlatives”	that	describe	a	person’s	personality	or	qualities,	sometimes	in	a	humorous	or	tongue-in-cheek	way.	These	often	take	the	form	of	phrases	such	as	“Most	Likely	to	Succeed,”	“Best	Smile,”	or	“Cutest
Couple”	that	actually	use	superlative	adjectives.	However,	these	superlatives	may	not	always	use	superlative	adjectives,	such	as	“Class	Clown”	or	“Future	Millionaire.”	Still,	the	word	superlative	is	used	as	a	noun	to	refer	to	these	labels.	More	generally,	the	word	superlative	may	be	used	as	a	noun	to	mean	a	superlative	adjective.	For	example,	an	angry	boss	may	say	that	they	can	think	of	a	few	choice	superlatives	to	describe	their	best	employee.	These	could	include
words	such	as	fastest,	most	creative,	or	other	superlative	superlatives.	Superlatives	adjective	examples	in	a	sentence	Let’s	look	at	different	examples	of	superlative	adjectives	used	in	sentences.	Superlative	adjectives	using	-est	The	following	example	sentences	show	superlative	adjectives	that	use	the	-est	form.	Becky	is	the	smartest	student	in	the	class.	I	think	that	Abraham	Lincoln	was	our	greatest	president.	If	you	are	looking	for	good	pizza,	Luigi’s	restaurant	has
the	tastiest	in	town.	Out	of	all	my	pets,	my	old	cat	Nala	is	the	loudest.	Superlative	adjectives	using	most		Longer	adjectives	generally	use	the	words	most	and	least	when	used	as	superlative	adjectives.	We	use	the	word	most	to	say	that	something	demonstrates	the	highest	degree	or	is	the	most	extreme	out	of	all	options.	I	think	that	the	park	downtown	has	the	most	exciting	roller	coasters.	This	might	be	the	most	interesting	book	I	have	ever	read.	Try	each	of	these
cakes	and	tell	me	which	one	is	the	most	delicious.	Todd	was	wearing	the	most	ridiculous	costume	at	the	Halloween	party.	What	about	a	word	like	fun?	Would	you	say	funnest?	Superlative	adjectives	using	least		When	using	longer	superlative	adjectives,	we	use	the	word	least	to	describe	a	noun	or	pronoun	as	having	the	lowest	extreme	of	a	quality	or	being	most	lacking	in	a	particular	quality.	I	need	to	find	the	least	uncomfortable	sweater	in	my	closet.	We	are	looking
for	the	least	expensive	apartment	in	the	area.	When	you	consider	all	of	the	insects	in	our	garden,	the	ladybugs	have	been	the	least	destructive.	The	coffee	shops	are	our	least	profitable	businesses.	Irregular	superlative	adjectives	The	adjectives	good,	bad,	well,	old,	and	far	have	irregular	superlative	forms.	Let’s	look	at	how	we	use	them	in	sentences.	Pay	special	attention	to	how	the	superlative	form	of	far	may	change	depending	on	its	meaning.	It	is	important	to	use	the
best	tool	for	the	job.	Stephanie	is	not	feeling	at	her	best	today.	That	might	just	be	the	worst	idea	I	have	ever	heard.	My	eldest	son	became	a	stock	broker.	Thanks	to	her	intense	training,	Ana	managed	to	sprint	the	farthest	out	of	all	of	the	racers	in	the	given	time.	We	searched	the	furthest	ends	of	the	Earth	for	the	missing	wallet.	Sometimes,	the	word	baddest	is	used	as	a	slang	superlative	form	of	bad.	For	the	most	part,	baddest	is	not	used	in	formal	writing	or	speech.
The	famous	boxer	Mike	Tyson	was	once	known	as	“The	Baddest	Man	on	the	Planet.”	Superlative	adjective	rules	&	best	practices	Like	many	other	types	of	adjectives,	you	can	use	superlative	adjectives	both	immediately	before	nouns/pronouns	or	as	subject	complements.	It	is	even	possible	to	use	multiple	superlative	adjectives	to	describe	the	same	noun/pronoun:	This	is	the	spiciest,	yummiest	soup	I	have	had	yet.	Out	of	all	of	the	monsters,	the	zombie	is	both	the
slowest	and	the	stinkiest.	Mittens	is	the	cutest,	most	adorable	kitten	alive.	There	are	a	few	grammatical	rules	you	need	to	remember	when	using	superlative	adjectives,	however.	1.	Superlative	adjectives	are	only	used	to	compare	more	than	two	people	or	things.	When	comparing	exactly	two	people	or	things,	we	instead	use	comparative	adjectives.	For	example:		Incorrect:	Cheetahs	are	fastest	than	turtles.		Correct:	Cheetahs	are	faster	than	turtles.	If	you	are
comparing	something	to	every	other	member	of	its	group	or	saying	that	something	has	the	highest	or	most	extreme	degree	in	general,	we	use	a	superlative	adjective:		Incorrect:	Out	of	all	of	the	animals	in	the	zoo,	the	cheetahs	are	the	faster.		Correct:	Out	of	all	of	the	animals	in	the	zoo,	the	cheetahs	are	the	fastest.	2.	When	using	superlative	adjectives,	it	is	considered	nonstandard	to	use	both	the	-est	ending	and	the	word	most	or	least	at	the	same	time.	You	should
generally	use	an	adjective’s	standard	superlative	form,	although	sometimes	people	may	intentionally	break	the	rules	for	comedic	or	rhetorical	effect.	If	an	adjective	can	use	either,	you	should	consistently	use	one	form:		Incorrect:	Ice	cream	is	the	most	tastiest	food.		Correct:	Ice	cream	is	the	tastiest	food.		Incorrect:	Equality	is	our	most	preferredest	outcome.		Correct:	Equality	is	our	most	preferred	outcome.		Incorrect:	I	need	to	find	the	most	quietest	room	in	the
house.		Correct:	I	need	to	find	the	quietest	room	in	the	house	or	I	need	to	find	the	most	quiet	room	in	the	house.	3.	In	general,	we	use	the	word	the	or	a	possessive	word	(	such	as	my,	her,	Xavier’s)	in	front	of	a	superlative	adjective	unless	we	are	comparing	something	to	itself.		Incorrect:	He	sat	under	tallest	tree.		Correct:	He	sat	under	the	tallest	tree.		Incorrect:	Math	is	most	hated	class.		Correct:	Math	is	Edward’s	most	hated	class.		Correct:	In	my	experience,	cats	are
the	grouchiest	when	their	sleep	is	interrupted		Correct:	In	my	experience,	cats	are	grouchiest	when	their	sleep	is	interrupted.	One	final	thing	to	keep	in	mind	is	that	the	words	most	and	least	are	not	only	used	in	superlative	adjective	forms.	Most	and	least	have	a	variety	of	meanings,	so	don’t	assume	a	sentence	has	a	superlative	adjective	just	because	you	see	the	word	most	or	least.	For	example,	the	sentence	The	detectives	were	fascinated	by	a	most	puzzling	case	uses
most	as	an	adverb	to	modify	the	adjective	puzzling.	However,	puzzling	is	NOT	a	superlative	adjective	in	this	sentence.	You’ll	be	the	best	with	Grammar	Coach™	Improve	your	writing	with	Thesaurus.com’s	Grammar	Coach™,	which	catches	grammar	and	spelling	errors	and	provides	Thesaurus-powered	synonym	suggestions.	Using	machine	learning,	this	tool	can	spot	the	difference	between	comparatives	and	superlatives,	their	correct	and	incorrect	uses—and	much
more!	With	Grammar	Coach™,	your	writing	will	be	smarter,	stronger,	and	more	polished.	Welcome	to	GrammarBrain.	Let's	learn	English	and	proper	grammar	together.	Ready	to	have	some	fun?	The	latest	from	our	experts.	Is	it	sit	in	a	chair	or	sit	on	a	chair?	Is	it	experience	with	or	experience	in?	Thank	you!	Your	submission	has	been	received!	Oops!	Something	went	wrong	while	submitting	the	form.
Browse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!©	2025	Dictionary.com,	LLC	Adjectives	are	an	essential	part	of	speech	that	we	use	every	day.	They	help	us	add	meaning	and	depth	to	our	language,	making	it	more	clearer	and	expressive.	Adjectives	describe	nouns	or	pronouns,	which	help	us	describe	things	and	convey	emotions.	Without	adjectives,
descriptions	can	be	quite	dull	and	lack	detail.	So,	it’s	important	to	learn	about	adjectives,	their	usage,	types,	and	examples.	and	in	this	article,	we	will	learn	what	is	an	adjective,	its	types,	and	examples.	so,	let’s	get	started!	Ad	debug	output	The	ad	is	displayed	on	the	pagecurrent	post:	Types	of	Adjectives	with	Their	Examples,	ID:	9751Ad:	in	content	P	(39536)Placement:	before	h2	first	(39540)	Find	solutions	in	the	manual	An	adjective	is	a	word	that	describes	or
modifies	a	noun	or	pronoun.	It	adds	more	information	about	the	noun	or	pronoun	by	giving	details	about	its	size,	color,	shape,	quality,	or	other	characteristics.	Adjectives	make	sentences	more	interesting	and	help	us	to	create	a	clear	picture	of	what	we	are	talking	about.	Adjectives	can	also	be	used	to	compare	two	or	more	nouns.	They	often	answer	the	questions	such	as	“What	kind?”	“Which	one?”	or	“How	many?”	etc.	Adjectives	usually	come	before	or	after	the	noun
they	describe	in	a	sentence.	For	example,	She	eats	a	big,	red	apple.	in	this	sentence	“big”	and	“red”	are	adjectives	that	tell	us	what	kind	of	apple	she	eats.	There	are	different	types	of	adjectives,	some	of	them	are	as	follows:	Descriptive	adjectives	Possessive	adjectives	Quantitative	adjectives	Demonstrative	adjectives	Comparative	adjectives	Superlative	adjectives	Compound	adjectives	Interrogative	adjectives	Proper	adjectives	Predicate	adjectives	Distributive
adjectives	Participial	adjectives	Attributive	adjectives	Ordinal	&	Cardinal	adjectives	List	of	Types	of	Adjectives	with	Examples	These	adjectives	describe	the	physical	or	emotional	qualities	of	a	noun	or	pronoun.	For	example,	“big”,	“small”,	“happy”,	“sad”,	“beautiful”,	“blue”,	“cold”,	“hot”,	etc.	Examples,	Here	are	some	example	sentences	of	descriptive	adjectives.	The	elephant	was	big.	The	ice	cream	was	cold.	She	is	very	happy	today.	He	was	not	very	tall.	she
has	red	hair.	These	adjectives	show	ownership	or	possession.	They	indicate	who	the	noun	belongs	to.	For	example,	“my,”	“your,”	“his,”	“her,”	“its,”	“our,”	and	“their.”	Examples,	Here	are	some	example	sentences	of	possessive	adjectives.	This	is	my	book.	I	like	your	confidence.	He	found	his	keys.	They	have	their	troubles.	The	bag	is	yours.	These	adjectives	describe	the	quantity	of	a	noun	or	pronoun.	For	example,	“many,”	“few,”	“some,”	“all,”	“most,“	and	“least.“
Examples,	Here	are	some	example	sentences	of	quantitative	adjectives.	Can	I	have	some	water,	please?		We	may	be	here	for	several	days.	I	have	many	chocolates.	All	human	beings	are	equal.	I	need	a	few	minutes.	These	adjectives	point	out	or	demonstrate	which	noun	is	being	referred	to.	For	example	“this,”	“that,”	“these,”	and	“those”.	Examples,	Here	are	some	example	sentences	of	demonstrative	adjectives.	I	love	this	novel.	That	is	my	house.	These	flowers	are
beautiful.	Those	shoes	are	black.	These	adjectives	are	used	to	compare	two	or	more	things,	indicating	a	higher	or	lower	degree.	For	example:	“better,”	“faster,”	“smarter.”	Examples,	Here	are	some	example	sentences	of	comparative	adjectives.	I’m	smarter	than	you.	Today	is	better	than	tomorrow	What	grief	can	be	greater	than	this?	John	is	taller	than	Ali.	These	adjectives	are	used	to	compare	three	or	more	nouns,	indicating	which	one	has	the	highest	degree	of	a
certain	quality.	For	example,	“biggest,”	“smallest,”	“fastest,”	“prettiest.“	Examples,	Here	are	some	example	sentences	of	superlative	adjectives.	This	is	the	smallest	box	I’ve	ever	seen.	This	is	the	most	interesting	story.	You	have	the	prettiest	eyes.	These	adjectives	are	formed	by	combining	two	or	more	words	to	describe	a	noun.	For	example,	“blue-eyed,”	“well-known,”	or	“high-tech.”	Examples,	Here	are	some	example	sentences	of	compound	adjectives.	She	is	a	well–
known	singer.	My	parents	aren’t	very	broad-minded.	He	belongs	to	a	well-to-do	family.	These	adjectives	are	used	to	ask	questions	about	nouns.	For	example:	“which,”	“what,”	or	“whose.”	Examples,	Here	are	some	example	sentences	of	interrogative	adjectives.	Which	fruit	do	you	like	the	most?	Whose	pen	is	this?	Which	country	would	you	like	to	travel	to?	These	adjectives	are	derived	from	proper	nouns	and	describe	a	specific	noun.	For	example:	“American,”
“Chinese,”	or	“Shakespearean“	etc.	Examples,	Here	are	some	example	sentences	of	proper	adjectives.	She	is	an	Irish	girl.	He	is	a	Pakistani	player.	I	love	Chinese	food.	Predicate	adjectives	are	words	that	describe	the	subject	in	a	sentence.	They	come	after	linking	verbs	like	“is,”	“am,”	or	“seems.”	Examples,	The	movie	seems	interesting.	The	room	feels	warm.	The	flowers	are	beautiful.	A	distributive	adjective	describes	individual	members	within	a	group,	like	“each“,
“either”	or	“every,”	emphasizing	their	separate	qualities.	Examples,	He	comes	here	every	week.	Each	pen	costs	fifty	rupees.	I’ll	be	happy	with	either	choice	Participial	adjectives	are	formed	from	verbs	and	end	in	“-ed”	or	“-ing.”	They	describe	the	noun	and	often	show	how	the	noun	feels	or	looks.	For	example,	“excited”,	“broken”,	“running”,	“confused”,	etc.	Examples,		He	has	driven	the	car.	I	saw	a	broken	window	in	the	old	house.	The	tired	boy	fell	asleep	quickly.
Attributive	adjectives	are	used	to	describe	a	single	noun	or	pronoun.	For	example,	“red”,	“warm”,	“tall”,	“old”,	etc.	Examples,	The	red	car	is	fast.	The	blue	sky	looks	amazing	today.	I	love	reading	interesting	books.	Ordinal;	These	adjectives	indicate	the	order	of	items	in	a	series.	Examples	are	“first,”	“second,”	“third,”	“last“	etc.	Cardinal;	These	adjectives	are	used	to	describe	quantity	or	how	many	of	something,	such	as	“two,”	“five,”	or	“ten.“	Examples,	There	are	five
apples	in	the	basket.	She	won	the	first	prize	in	the	competition.	There	are	six	students	in	the	class.	Types	of	Adjectives	with	Their	Examples	Lahore	is	a	large	city.	She	is	a	brave	girl.	A	little	knowledge	is	dangerous.	I	live	in	a	small	house.	This	box	is	very	heavy.	It’s	more	red	than	pink.	Most	people	love	cricket.	Kim	is	an	Irish	boy.	I	like	a	red	rose.	I	can’t	give	you	any	bag.	There	are	five	apples	in	the	basket.	She	wears	a	black	suit.	I	have	a	little	milk.	He	lost	all	his
money.	Paragraph	Analysis	Identify	the	types	of	adjectives	in	this	paragraph;	A	happy	little	child	played	joyfully	with	his	caring	father	in	the	beautiful	park.	They	ran	quickly	across	the	green	grass,	laughing	loudly	as	they	chased	colorful	butterflies.	The	playful	child	held	his	father’s	strong	hand	tightly,	feeling	safe	and	loved	in	his	company.	They	shared	delicious	ice	cream,	enjoying	the	sweet,	creamy	treat	together.	The	sunny	day	in	winter	made	their	fun-filled
adventure	even	more	delightful.	Analysis,	In	the	paragraph,	we	have	descriptive	adjectives	such	as	“happy,”	“little,”	“beautiful,”	“green,”	“playful,”	“sweet,”		“	colorful,”		“	strong,’	“creamy,”	“fun-filled,”	and	“delightful.”	Quantitative	Adjective:	“Three,”	Possessive	Adjective:	“His”	Articles:	“The”	is	used	in	phrases	like	“the	beautiful	park”	and	“the	sunny	day.”	etc.	Adjective	Exercise:	little	large	few	a	little	He	is	____	wise	than	clever.	4.	what	kind	of	adjective	is	this,
“This	box	is	very	heavy.	Distributive	Demonstrative	Descriptive	Comparative	5.	He	found	____	keys.	Which	phrase	contains	the	proper	adjective?	brave	and	wise	Irish	lady	this	book	other	house	Answers:			older				2.	few				3.	more				4.	Demonstratives				5.	his				6.	Some				7.		Irish	lady	FAQs:	Q1.	What	is	an	adjective?	Answer:		An	adjective	is	a	word	that	describes	or	modifies	a	noun	or	pronoun.	Q2.	What	is	adverb	vs	adjective?	Answer:	An	adverb	modifies	a	verb,
adjective,	or	other	adverbs,	while	an	adjective	describes	a	noun	or	pronoun.	Q3.	What	are	the	forms	of	adjectives?	Answer:	Adjectives	come	in	three	forms,	known	as	degrees:Positive,	Comparative,	and	Superlative.	Q4.	What	are	examples	of	adjectives?	Answer:	Here	are	some	examples	of	adjectives:Happy,	sad,	brave,	calm,	kind,	bright,	clever,	honest,	wise,	fast,	slow,	etc.	Q5.	What	are	the	8	types	of	adjectives?	Answer:	There	are	eight	types	of	adjectives	in	English;1.
Descriptive	adjectives2.	Possessive	adjectives3.	Quantitative	adjectives4.	Demonstrative	adjectives5.	Interrogative	adjectives6.	Proper	adjectives7.	Distributive	adjectives8.	Numeral	adjectives	Are	you	looking	to	add	some	variety	and	depth	to	your	writing?	One	way	to	do	so	is	by	using	different	types	of	adjectives	to	describe	the	nouns	and	pronouns	in	your	sentences.	From	descriptive	adjectives	to	comparative	and	superlative	adjectives,	there	are	a	variety	of	ways	to
add	color	and	specificity	to	your	writing.	In	this	reference,	we’ll	explore	the	different	types	of	adjectives	and	provide	examples	of	how	to	use	them	effectively	in	your	writing.		Types	of	Adjectives:	Descriptive	Adjectives	PinTypes	of	Adjectives	–	Created	by	7ESL	What	is	a	descriptive	adjective	in	English?	Generally,	a	descriptive	adjective	is	probably	what	you	think	of	when	you	hear	the	word	“adjective.”	Descriptive	adjectives	describe	nouns	and	pronouns.	Descriptive
adjectives	are	among	the	most	common	types	of	adjectives	in	English.	They	are	used	to	modify	or	describe	the	qualities	of	nouns	or	pronouns,	providing	more	information	about	their	physical	appearance,	size,	shape,	color,	and	other	attributes.	This	helps	paint	a	more	vivid	picture	of	the	subject	in	question,	enabling	better	understanding	and	visualization	for	the	reader.	In	fact,	descriptive	adjectives	can	be	categorized	into	attributive	adjectives	or	predicate	adjectives.
Attributive	Adjectives	Adjectives	that	appear	directly	beside	the	noun,	most	commonly	before,	are	called	attributive	because	they	attribute	a	quality	to	the	noun	they	modify.	And,	more	than	one	adjective	can	modify	the	same	noun.	Examples:	The	flowers	have	a	nice	smell.	(“Nice”	is	an	attributive	adjective,	as	it	is	placed).	The	chatter	made	the	room	noisy.	(This	is	an	instance	in	which	the	attributive	adjective	appears	directly	behind	the	noun.	“Noisy”	is	describing	the
“room.”)	Predicate	Adjectives	Adjectives	that	appear	after	a	linking	verb	are	predicative	adjectives	because	they	form	part	of	the	predicate.	Hence,	they	modify	the	subject	of	the	sentence	or	clause	(a	clause	is	a	portion	of	a	sentence	that	contains	a	subject	and	a	predicate).	Predicate	adjectives	can	also	be	used	with	compound	subjects,	such	as	in	the	sentence	“The	children	and	their	teacher	were	excited.”	Here,	“excited”	is	the	predicate	adjective	used	to	describe
both	the	children	and	their	teacher.	It	is	crucial	to	ensure	the	adjective	accurately	characterizes	all	parties	involved	in	the	compound	subject	for	clarity	and	coherence.	Examples:	The	pickles	are	salty.	(noun:	pickle,	linking	verb:	are,	adjective:	salty	(describing	the	noun”pickles”))	Tornadoes	appear	menacing.	(noun:	tornadoes,	linking	verb:	appear,	adjective:	menacing	(describing	the	noun	“tornadoes”))	Types	of	Adjectives:	Limiting	Adjectives	Limiting	adjectives	do	as
their	name	suggests,	as	they	limit	the	noun	being	described.	Generally,	there	are	11	types	of	limiting	adjectives	as	follows:	Articulate	Adjectives	(Articles)	Possessive	Adjectives	Demonstrative	Adjectives	Indefinite	Adjectives	Interrogative	Adjectives	Cardinal	Adjectives	Ordinal	Adjectives	Quantitative	Adjectives	Distributive	Adjectives	Proper	Adjectives	Nouns	used	as	Adjectives	Definite	&	Indefinite	Articles	There	is	only	one	definite	article,	the.	When	used	before	a
noun,	it	specifies	a	particular	noun	as	opposed	to	anyone.	Examples:	The	cat	(a	specific,	identifiable	cat)	The	cottages	(specific,	identifiable	cottages)	There	are	two	indefinite	articles,	a	and	an.	These	are	used	with	a	noun	when	a	specific	noun	is	not	being	pointed	at.	Examples:	A	lion		(any	lion)	An	ant	(any	ant)	Possessive	Adjectives	The	possessive	adjectives	my,	your,	his,	her,	its,	our,	and	their	modify	nouns	by	showing	possession	or	ownership.	Examples:	I	left
my	key	at	home.	What	is	your	phone	number?	The	bookstore	sold	his	favorite	book.	After	many	years,	they	returned	to	their	homeland.	We’ll	make	our	decision	and	contact	the	people	involved.	The	cat	chased	its	ball	down	the	stairs	and	into	the	backyard.	Demonstrative	Adjectives	What	are	demonstrative	adjectives	in	English?	The	demonstrative	adjectives	“this,”	“these,”	“that,”	“those,”	and	“what”	are	identical	to	the	demonstrative	pronouns,	but	are	used	as
adjectives	to	modify	nouns	or	noun	phrases.	Examples:	That	dog	is	so	adorable.	He	lives	in	this	house.	My	friend	preferred	those	plates.	These	books	are	too	expensive.	The	relationship	between	a	demonstrative	adjective	and	a	demonstrative	pronoun	is	similar	to	the	relationship	between	a	possessive	adjective	and	a	possessive	pronoun,	or	to	that	between	an	interrogative	adjective	and	an	interrogative	pronoun.	Interrogative	Adjectives	What	is	an	interrogative
adjective	in	English?	An	interrogative	adjective	(“which”	or	“what”)	is	like	an	interrogative	pronoun,	except	that	it	modifies	a	noun	or	noun	phrase	rather	than	standing	on	its	own	(see	also	demonstrative	adjectives	and	possessive	adjectives).	Examples:	Which	method	is	likely	to	produce	the	best	results?	What	subject	did	you	enjoy	most?	Indefinite	Adjectives	What	is	an	indefinite	adjective	in	English?	An	indefinite	adjective	is	similar	to	an	indefinite	pronoun,	except
that	it	modifies	a	noun,	pronoun,	or	noun	phrase.	Examples:	Many	people	continue	to	ignore	warnings	about	the	dangers	of	sunbathing.	The	examiners	can	pitch	on	any	student	to	answer	questions.	There	were	a	few	people	sitting	at	the	back	of	the	hall.	All	children	should	be	taught	to	swim.	Cardinal	Adjectives	Cardinal	adjectives,	also	known	as	cardinal	numbers,	indicate	quantity.	They	include	numbers	like	one,	two,	three,	and	so	on.	Examples:	Ordinal	Adjectives
Ordinal	adjectives	show	the	order	or	position	of	items	in	a	sequence	and	include	words	like	first,	second,	third,	and	so	on.	Examples:	The	first	date	The	third	month	Proper	Adjectives	Proper	adjectives	are	derived	from	proper	nouns	(names,	places,	etc.).	They	are	always	capitalized.	Examples	include	American,	British,	Chinese,	and	Shakespearean.	Examples:	Japanese	food	Russian	opera	Quantitative	Adjectives	Quantitative	adjectives	describe	the	extent	or	degree	of
a	noun.	They	are	often	used	with	countable	and	uncountable	nouns.	Common	examples	include	much,	little,	many,	few,	and	enough.	Examples:	She	has	many	friends.	There	is	not	much	sugar	left.	Distributive	Adjectives	Distributive	adjectives	are	used	to	describe	individual	items	or	parts	within	a	group.	Examples	include	each,	every,	any,	either,	and	neither.	Examples:	Each	student	must	complete	the	assignment.	Neither	option	is	appealing.	Proper	Adjectives	Proper
adjectives	are	derived	from	proper	nouns	(names,	places,	etc.).	They	are	always	capitalized.	Examples	include	American,	British,	Chinese,	and	Shakespearean.	Examples:	The	French	cuisine	is	known	for	its	quality.	She	loves	Victorian	architecture.	Nouns	Used	as	Adjectives	Sometimes	nouns	can	be	used	as	adjectives	to	define	or	describe	another	noun.	Examples:	The	computer	exhibition	A	history	teacher	Comparative	and	Superlative	Adjectives	Comparative	and
superlative	adjectives	are	special	types	of	adjectives	used	when	comparing	two	or	more	things.	They	help	in	making	comparisons	and	expressing	differences	between	items.	Comparative	adjectives	are	used	to	compare	two	things,	while	superlative	adjectives	are	used	to	compare	three	or	more	things.	Comparative	Adjectives	often	end	in	-er	or	are	accompanied	by	the	word	more.	They	are	used	to	show	how	one	item	is	different	from	another.	For	example:	She
is	taller	than	her	sister.	That	painting	is	more	beautiful	than	the	other	one.	There	are	some	irregular	comparative	adjectives	that	don’t	follow	the	usual	pattern,	such	as	better,	worse,	and	further.	Superlative	Adjectives	usually	end	in	-est	or	are	accompanied	by	the	word	most.	They	are	used	to	show	that	one	item	stands	out	from	the	rest.	For	example:	Everest	is	the	highest	mountain	in	the	world.	That’s	the	most	interesting	book	I	have	read	this	year.	Like	comparative
adjectives,	there	are	some	irregular	superlative	adjectives,	including	best,	worst,	and	furthest.	Here	is	a	table	showcasing	examples	of	comparative	and	superlative	adjectives:	Base	Adjective	Comparative	Adjective	Superlative	Adjective	Small	Smaller	Smallest	Fast	Faster	Fastest	Beautiful	More	beautiful	Most	beautiful	Bad	Worse	Worst	Adjectives	Ending	in	-Ed,	-En,	and	-Ing	(Participle	Adjectives)	Adjectives	are	an	essential	part	of	the	English	language,	used	to
describe	or	modify	nouns	and	pronouns.	Among	the	various	forms	of	adjectives,	those	ending	in	-ed	and	-ing	are	particularly	common.	They	are	derived	from	verbs	and	are	known	as	participle	adjectives	or	participles.	-Ed,	-En	adjectives	typically	represent	past	participles,	indicating	a	completed	action	or	state.	They	often	describe	feelings	or	emotions	experienced	by	a	person	or	the	state	of	an	object	due	to	an	action.	For	example:	Broken	–	If	you	ever	leave	him,	he
will	be	left	with	a	broken	heart.	Confused	–	The	instructions	left	him	feeling	confused.	Frustrated	–	They	were	frustrated	with	the	lack	of	progress.	-Ing	adjectives,	on	the	other	hand,	represent	present	participles	that	describe	an	ongoing	action	or	state.	These	adjectives	are	used	to	convey	an	object	or	person’s	characteristics	or	the	effect	they	have	on	others.	For	instance:	Amazing	–	The	amazing	fireworks	display	captivated	the	audience.	Confusing	–	The	instructions
were	confusing	for	some	participants.	Frustrating	–	The	lack	of	progress	has	been	frustrating	for	everyone	involved.	Sometimes,	both	-ed	and	-ing	adjectives	can	be	used	to	describe	the	same	noun	or	pronoun.	In	these	cases,	the	-ed	adjectives	describe	how	someone	feels,	while	the	-ing	adjectives	describe	the	cause	of	the	feeling.	For	example:	Bored	(feeling)	vs.	Boring	(cause)	–	She	was	bored	with	the	boring	lecture.	Excited	(feeling)	vs.	Exciting	(cause)	–	He	was
excited	about	the	exciting	game.	Compound	Adjectives	Compound	adjectives	are	multi-word	adjectives,	typically	consisting	of	two	or	more	words	combined	to	describe	a	noun.	These	combinations	of	words	convey	a	specific	meaning	and	are	often	hyphenated	to	emphasize	that	they	function	as	a	single	adjective.	Compound	adjectives	can	be	formed	using	various	combinations	of	nouns,	adjectives,	and	participles.	For	example,	compound	adjectives	can	be	created	by
combining:	Noun	+	Adjective:	Examples	of	this	type	are	“world-famous,”	“sugar-free,”	and	“skill-based.”	Adjective	+	Noun:	Examples	include	“strong-willed,”	“high-quality,”	and	“short-lived.”	Noun	+	Noun:	Examples	are	“school-wide,”	“software-defined,”	and	“five-dollar.”	Present	Participles:	These	compound	adjectives	use	the	-ing	form	of	a	verb	and	can	be	combined	with	other	nouns	or	adjectives,	such	as	“fast-growing,”	“self-cleaning,”	and	“sun-loving.”	Past
Participles:	These	are	formed	with	the	-ed	or	-en	form	of	a	verb,	like	“broken-hearted,”	“sun-dried,”	and	“well-mannered.”	Hyphens	play	an	important	role	in	compound	adjectives,	connecting	the	words	to	show	that	they	function	as	a	single	adjective.	Although	generally	used	for	compound	adjectives,	there	may	be	instances	when	the	words	are	not	hyphenated,	especially	if	the	meaning	is	well-established	or	clear	without	a	hyphen.	In	addition	to	the	hyphenated	forms,
there	are	also	open	and	closed	compound	adjectives.	Open	compound	adjectives	consist	of	separate	words	without	a	hyphen,	while	closed	compound	adjectives	are	written	as	single	words	without	a	space	or	hyphen.	Examples	of	open	compound	adjectives	are	“ice	blue”	and	“general	purpose,”	whereas	examples	of	closed	compound	adjectives	include	“bittersweet”	and	“worldwide.”	Adjectives	Used	as	Nouns	In	some	instances,	adjectives	can	also	be	used	as	nouns.
This	usually	occurs	when	the	adjective	represents	a	specific	group	or	category,	allowing	it	to	function	as	a	noun	in	a	sentence.	In	these	cases,	the	adjective-noun	combination	is	often	preceded	by	an	article	(such	as	“the”	or	“a”)	or	another	modifier	that	highlights	the	adjective’s	role	as	a	noun.	For	example,	take	the	sentence	“The	rich	should	pay	higher	taxes.”	Here,	the	adjective	“rich”	functions	as	a	noun,	representing	a	group	of	wealthy	people.	Another	example	can
be	found	in	the	sentence	“The	elderly	need	special	care.”	In	this	case,	the	adjective	“elderly”	serves	as	a	noun,	referring	to	older	individuals	as	a	group.	It	is	important	to	understand	that	not	all	adjectives	can	be	used	as	nouns.	Generally,	only	those	adjectives	that	indicate	a	specific	group	or	category	of	people,	things,	or	ideas	can	function	as	nouns.	Some	common	examples	include:	The	poor	(referring	to	people	living	in	poverty)	The	young	(referring	to	people	who
are	not	old)	The	blind	(referring	to	people	who	cannot	see)	The	disabled	(referring	to	people	with	disabilities)	When	using	adjectives	as	nouns,	it	is	essential	to	ensure	that	the	context	makes	it	clear	that	the	adjective	is,	in	fact,	functioning	as	a	noun.	This	will	help	readers	or	listeners	easily	understand	the	intended	meaning	of	the	sentence.	You	can	use	adjectives	to	say	a	lot	of	different	things.	Thanks	to	adjectives,	you	can	tell	someone	that	you	had	an	amazing
birthday	or	that	you	ate	a	delicious	meal.	You	can	use	adjectives	to	talk	about	your	exciting	vacation,	your	favorite	movie,	or	even	your	little	dog.	Adjectives	come	in	many	different	shapes	and	sizes,	but	many	of	them	have	something	in	common:	they	are	used	to	describe	people,	places,	and	things.	There	are	many	types	of	adjectives,	but	descriptive	adjectives	are	the	ones	you	need	when	you	want	to	describe	something.	What	is	a	descriptive	adjective?	A	descriptive
adjective	is	an	adjective	that	modifies	a	noun	or	pronoun	by	describing	it	or	expressing	its	quality.	Take	a	look	at	the	following	sentences:	He	stood	next	to	the	tall	woman.	The	monkeys	were	very	loud.		In	these	sentences,	the	words	tall	and	loud	are	descriptive	adjectives.	They	both	describe	the	nouns	they	modify	and	tell	us	information	we	can	use	to	describe	the	things	they	are	referring	to.	We	know	that	the	woman	would	need	a	high	number	to	refer	to	her	height,
and	we	know	that	the	monkeys	make	noise	that	can	be	heard	from	far	away.	Now,	you	might	be	wondering,	“Don’t	all	adjectives	describe	the	nouns	and	pronouns	they	modify?”	While	it	is	true	that	the	vast	majority	of	adjectives	are	descriptive	adjectives,	some	adjectives	don’t	actually	describe	the	nouns	or	pronouns	that	they	modify.	We	refer	to	these	adjectives	as	limiting	adjectives.	The	following	sentence	has	an	example	of	a	limiting	adjective:	In	this	sentence,	the
word	that	is	an	adjective	that	modifies	the	noun	pen.	The	adjective	that	indicates	the	pen	is	relatively	far	away	from	the	speaker.	However,	the	word	that	doesn’t	describe	the	pen’s	qualities	or	characteristics.	We	don’t	know	what	the	pen	looks	like,	how	heavy	it	is,	how	large	it	is,	etc.	The	adjective	that	is	not	a	descriptive	adjective,	because	it	doesn’t	give	us	any	information	we	can	use	to	describe	the	traits	or	qualities	of	the	noun	it	modifies.	Don’t	limit	your	grammar
knowledge—learn	more	about	limiting	adjectives	here!	List	of	descriptive	adjectives	A	great	many	of	the	adjectives	you	will	find	are	descriptive	adjectives.	As	long	as	an	adjective	describes	or	qualifies	the	noun	or	pronoun	it	modifies,	it	is	considered	to	be	a	descriptive	adjective.	The	following	list	gives	just	a	few	examples	of	descriptive	adjectives:	angry,	blue,	careful,	dry,	eager,	fast,	great,	hot,	incredible,	jumpy,	klutzy,	little,	mighty,	nice,	outlandish,	prim,	quiet,
rude,	special,	ticklish,	undercover,	vicious,	wide,	young,	zesty	Where	do	you	include	a	descriptive	adjective	in	a	sentence?	Descriptive	adjectives	can	be	used	either	before	the	nouns	or	pronouns	they	modify	or	can	be	used	as	the	subject	complement	of	a	sentence	following	a	linking	verb.	We	played	with	the	cute	kittens.	The	skyscraper	was	humongous.	Descriptive	adjective	examples	in	a	sentence	The	following	sentences	have	examples	of	descriptive	adjectives.	You’ll
notice	that	all	of	these	adjectives	tell	you	something	about	a	the	qualities	or	characteristics	of	a	noun	or	pronoun.	Example	#1		I	don’t	like	cold	weather.	(The	adjective	cold	modifies	the	noun	weather.	Cold	is	a	descriptive	adjective	that	qualifies	the	weather	by	saying	it	has	a	low	temperature.)	Example	#2		Her	clothes	are	really	expensive.	(The	adjective	expensive	modifies	the	noun	clothes.	Expensive	is	a	descriptive	adjective	that	tells	us	the	clothes	cost	a	lot	of
money.)	Example	#3	We	used	red,	green,	and	orange	paint.	(The	adjectives	red,	green,	and	orange	modify	the	noun	paint.	All	three	of	these	adjectives	are	descriptive	adjectives	that	say	what	color	the	paint	was.)	Many	of	these	adjectives	take	place	right	next	to	the	nouns	they	modify,	which	also	makes	them	attributive	adjectives.	Learn	more	about	them	here.	Descriptive	adjective	rules	&	best	practices	Grammatically,	the	most	important	thing	to	know	about
descriptive	adjectives	is	that	they	come	after	limiting	adjectives	in	adjective	order	and	after	non-descriptive	words	like	articles	and	numbers.	For	example,	we	would	say	Danny	bought	some	tasty	oranges	and	not	Danny	bought	tasty	some	oranges.	The	word	some	is	the	limiting	adjective,	so	it	precedes	the	descriptive	adjective	tasty.	As	another	example,	we	would	say	Nicole	owns	a	big	dog	and	not	Nicole	owns	big	a	dog.	The	article	a	precedes	the	descriptive	adjective
big.	Most	descriptive	adjectives	can	form	comparative	and	superlative	adjectives	when	you	want	to	compare	things	to	each	other.	For	example,	you	can	say	that	a	mouse	is	small,	a	flea	is	smaller,	and	an	amoeba	is	the	smallest	of	the	three.	You	could	also	say	that	a	gold	watch	is	expensive,	a	mansion	is	more	expensive,	and	a	space	shuttle	is	the	most	expensive	item	out	of	all	three.	A	more	complicated	grammatical	rule	comes	into	effect	when	you	use	multiple
descriptive	adjectives	to	modify	the	same	noun	or	pronoun.	When	we	use	multiple	adjectives,	we	generally	follow	a	particular	adjective	order.	For	example,	we	are	more	likely	to	say	Hans	owns	a	small,	cheap,	German	car	than	Hans	owns	a	German,	small,	cheap	car	or	Hans	owns	a	cheap,	German,	small	car.	Adjective	order	is	too	complex	a	topic	to	explain	here,	so	if	you’d	like	to	learn	more	about	the	ins	and	outs	of	the	proper	order	of	adjectives,	check	out	our
detailed	guide	to	adjective	order.	Choose	the	best	word	with	Grammar	Coach™	We	aren’t	your	average	spell	check.	The	Thesaurus.com	Grammar	Coach™	platform	makes	writing	papers,	essays,	emails,	and	a	whole	lot	more	a	whole	lot	easier.	Its	Synonym	Swap	will	find	the	best	nouns,	adjectives,	and	more	to	help	say	what	you	really	mean,	guiding	you	toward	clearer,	stronger,	writing.	Start	writing	smarter	today!	What	are	common	adjectives	in	American	English?
Adjectives	account	for	some	20%	of	English	word	use.	The	English	language	has	certain	adjectives	categorized	into	“common”	and	“proper,”	and	you	may	come	across	something	like	“common	adjectives.”	In	English,	some	parts	of	speech	can	be	classified	as	“common”	and	some	as	“proper.”	This	is	true	in	the	case	of	nouns.	To	understand	the	term	“common	adjective,”	it	is	important	to	know	what	an	adjective	is.	An	adjective	is	any	word	that	is	used	to	describe	a
noun.	Consequently,	common	adjectives	are	words	that	may	describe	a	person	or	thing.	Intriguingly	enough,	the	word	“common”	is	a	common	adjective!	Common	adjectives	In	the	plainest	terms,	a	common	adjective	is	any	adjective	(describing	word)	that	does	not	have	a	capital	letter	as	its	first	letter.	Grammatically,	adjectives	that	are	not	meant	to	get	capitalized	are	referred	to	as	common	adjectives.	Unless	an	adjective	begins	a	sentence,	it	is	not	used	with	its
beginning	letter	capitalized.	Consequently,	all	adjectives,	or	most	of	them,	are	common	adjectives.	The	examples	below	show	how	common	adjectives	may	be	capitalized	depending	on	sentence	positions.	Mary	wore	a	beautiful	gown	of	lace	to	the	grand	ball	yesterday.	Here,	the	gown	is	described	with	the	adjective	“beautiful”	and	the	ball	as	“grand.”	The	common	adjective	is	in	use	in	both	positions	here.	Strong	men	are	good	in	sports	and	other	games.	Here,	“strong”
is	not	in	the	class	of	common	adjectives	as	it	is	capitalized	as	it	begins	a	sentence.	Nonetheless,	“good”	is	a	common	adjective	due	to	its	placement	in	the	middle	of	the	sentence.	Common	adjectives	Most	of	these	adjectives	in	English	speech	and	writing	fall	within	the	classification	of	common	adjectives.	As	a	result,	the	adjectives	in	use	daily	are	common	adjectives,	such	as	those	of	color,	quality,	etc.	The	use	of	common	adjectives	is	“very	common.”	Nevertheless,
there	is	a	concept	in	grammar	as	the	proper	adjective,	distinguished	from	the	standard	counterpart.	So	far,	it	is	clear	that	the	only	time	to	capitalize	an	adjective	is	when	it	begins	a	sentence.	Another	rule	of	capitalization	for	adjectives	is	also	present.	This	is	when	adjectives	are	“proper	adjectives,”	like	proper	nouns.	If	an	adjective	is	derived	from	a	proper	noun,	the	adjective	will	cease	to	be	a	common	adjective.	This	derivation	could	be	from	someone’s	name,	like
Shakespeare.	Note	the	examples	of	adjectives	no	longer	considered	in	the	“common	adjective”	category:	The	play	was	a	Shakespearean	enactment	of	Julius	Caesar.The	British	man	walked	with	a	slow	step	and	a	cane.	Here,	both	Shakespeare	and	British	come	from	the	names	of	men	and	countries,	respectively.	Consequently,	they	are	proper	adjectives	and	not	common	adjectives.	In	grammatical	terminology,	common	adjectives	are	words	with	qualified	nouns	and
pronouns.	The	categories	that	fall	within	the	broad	class	of	common	adjectives	include	(commonly)	the	following:	Adjectives	of	Quality	–	Beautiful,	good,	old,	clever,	peaceful,	friendly,	etc.Adjectives	of	Quantity	–	Two,	whole,	a	lot,	forty,	3	dozen,	etc.Adjectives	of	Color	–	Red,	blue,	shaded,	etc.Demonstrative	Adjectives	–	This,	that,	these,	those,	etc.Possessive	Adjectives	–	My,	their,	your,	its,	etc.Interrogative	Adjectives	–	Which,	whose,	what,	etc.Proper	Adjectives	–
American,	Indian,	Christmas,	Jurassic,	etc.	Here	are	some	examples	of	sentences	with	a	common	adjective:	This	dress	has	become	filthy	after	the	walk	in	the	park.She	ordered	four	dozen	oranges	to	make	orange	juice	at	home.I	don’t	think	my	mother	will	attend	the	party	tonight.Which	shirt	did	he	buy:	the	black	or	the	blue?The	film	depicted	the	Egyptian	era	quite	well.
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widespread,	and	it	is	crucial	to	know	several	of	these	words	to	communicate	effectively.	1.	What	is	a	common	adjective?	A	common	adjective	is	merely	a	word	used	to	describe	a	sentence’s	subject.	Any	word	that	describes	a	noun	is	a	common	adjective.	2.	When	is	an	adjective	a	proper	adjective?	An	adjective	becomes	a	proper	adjective	when	used	to	describe	a	noun	but	is	related	to	a	proper	noun.	For	e.g.,	the	American	soldier.	The	soldier	is	described	as	“American.”
Adjectives	are	one	of	the	most	exciting	parts	of	speech	that	we	have.	Without	adjectives,	you	wouldn’t	be	able	to	tell	your	friends	which	movies	are	great	and	which	are	overrated.	Adjectives	also	allow	us	to	describe	ourselves	as	being	amazing,	incredible,	fantastic,	and—of	course—humble.	Most	importantly,	adjectives	let	us	explain	the	difference	between	funny	memes	and	bad	ones.	Based	on	these	indisputable	facts,	adjectives	are	clearly	important	parts	of
grammar.	But	did	you	know	that	there	are	many	different	types	of	adjectives?	It’s	true!	In	fact,	there	are	at	least	13—yes,	13!—types	of	adjectives	that	we	commonly	use.	What	is	an	adjective?	An	adjective	is	a	word	that	modifies	a	noun	or	a	pronoun.	In	general,	adjectives	usually	give	us	more	information	about	a	noun	or	pronoun	by	describing	it	or	providing	more	information	about	it.	For	example,	the	adjective	funny	is	used	to	say	something	causes	fun	or	laughter.
We	are	going	to	look	at	types	of	adjectives	that	we	commonly	use	in	everyday	writing	and	speech.	Before	we	do,	though,	there	are	a	couple	things	we	need	to	address	first.	Cumulative	and	coordinate	adjectives	These	two	terms	for	adjectives	have	more	to	do	with	good	writing	practices	than	grammatical	concepts.	The	terms	cumulative	adjectives	and	coordinate	adjectives	are	often	used	in	guides	or	advice	covering	writing,	proper	adjective	order,	or	punctuation.	The
term	coordinate	adjectives	is	used	to	refer	to	adjectives	that	can	be	written	in	any	order	and	are	usually	separated	by	a	comma	or	the	word	and.	For	example,	the	words	heavy	and	huge	are	the	coordinate	adjectives	in	the	sentence	He	was	carrying	a	huge,	heavy	stone.	The	term	cumulative	adjectives	is	used	to	refer	to	adjectives	that	fall	under	different	categories,	often	don’t	use	commas,	and	follow	adjective	order	as	in	the	adjectives	used	in	the	sentence	He	was	a
young	French	man.	Determiners	Unlike	nouns	and	verbs,	the	types	of	adjectives	are	not	as	strictly	defined.	For	this	reason,	style	guides	and	grammar	resources	may	not	consider	some	of	the	types	of	adjectives	you	are	about	to	learn	about	to	actually	be	adjectives	at	all.	In	particular,	a	style	guide	may	consider	words	that	act	as	possessives,	demonstratives,	interrogatives,	and	quantifiers	to	either	be	their	own	parts	of	speech	or	a	type	of	word	known	as	determiners,
which	also	often	includes	articles.	While	we	will	treat	these	words	as	adjectives,	you	shouldn’t	be	surprised	if	you	see	them	referred	to	as	a	different	part	of	speech.	Common	types	of	adjectives	We	are	going	to	briefly	examine	13	different	types	of	adjectives.	If	you’d	like	to	learn	about	each	type	of	adjective	in	more	detail,	you	can	check	out	all	of	our	amazing	guides	to	the	different	kinds	of	adjectives!	Comparative	adjectives	Superlative	adjectives	Predicate	adjectives
Compound	adjectives	Possessive	adjectives	Demonstrative	adjectives	Proper	adjectives	Participial	adjectives	Limiting	adjectives	Descriptive	adjectives	Interrogative	adjectives	Attributive	adjectives	Distributive	adjectives	After	you’ve	reviewed	the	adjectives	here	(or	if	you’re	already	an	adjective	expert),	take	this	quiz	to	see	how	much	you’ve	learned!	1.	Comparative	adjectives	Comparative	adjectives	are	used	to	compare	two	different	people	or	things	to	each	other.
Some	examples	of	comparative	adjectives	include	words	such	as	smaller,	faster,	more	expensive,	and	less	reasonable.	Comparative	adjective	examples	Whales	are	larger	animals	than	dolphins.	We	moved	to	a	cheaper	apartment.	The	sequel	was	even	more	incredible	than	the	first	movie.	2.	Superlative	adjectives	Superlative	adjectives	are	used	to	compare	more	than	two	people	or	things	by	indicating	which	one	is	the	most	supreme	or	extreme.	Some	examples	of
superlative	adjectives	include	words	such	as	smartest,	loudest,	most	impressive,	and	least	valuable.	Superlative	adjective	examples	Adrian	is	the	fastest	member	of	our	team.	Out	of	all	of	my	books,	this	one	is	the	oldest.	We	are	trying	to	figure	out	the	least	confusing	way	to	explain	the	lesson	to	the	new	students.	3.	Predicate	adjectives	Predicate	adjectives	are	adjectives	that	appear	in	the	predicate	of	a	sentence	as	a	subject	complement	rather	than	directly	next	to	the
nouns	or	pronouns	that	they	modify.	Predicate	adjectives	follow	linking	verbs	in	sentences	and	clauses.	Predicate	adjective	examples	Andrea	is	tall.	Freddy	became	angry.	The	steak	looks	delicious.	Understand	the	difference	between	subjects	and	predicates	here.	4.	Compound	adjectives	Compound	adjectives	are	adjectives	that	are	formed	from	multiple	words,	which	are	usually	connected	by	hyphens.	Some	examples	of	compound	adjectives	include	never-ending,
cross-eyed,	and	run-of-the-mill.	Compound	adjective	examples	She	had	enough	of	the	double-dealing	salesman.	My	happy-go-lucky	daughter	loved	our	trip	to	Disneyland.	The	better-off	members	of	the	city	live	by	the	river.	5.	Possessive	adjectives	Possessive	adjectives	are	often	used	to	express	possession	or	ownership.	The	most	commonly	used	possessive	adjectives	are	my,	your,	its,	her,	his,	our,	their,	and	whose.	Possessive	adjective	examples	My	favorite	food	is
pizza.	Sydney	spent	the	day	with	her	parents.	Canadians	celebrated	their	team’s	victory	at	the	Olympics.	6.	Demonstrative	adjectives	Demonstrative	adjectives	are	used	to	express	relative	positions	in	space	and	time.	The	most	commonly	used	demonstrative	adjectives	are	this,	that,	these,	and	those.	Demonstrative	adjective	examples	This	watch	is	cheaper	than	that	one.	This	weekend	is	going	to	be	really	fun.	Watch	out	for	those	prickly	rose	bushes	next	to	you.	7.
Proper	adjectives	Proper	adjectives	are	adjectives	formed	from	proper	nouns.	In	general,	proper	adjectives	are	commonly	used	to	say	that	something	is	related	to	a	specific	person	or	place.	Proper	adjectives	include	words	such	as	African,	Napoleonic,	and	Shakespearian.	Proper	adjective	examples	He	was	reading	a	Russian	newspaper.	I	think	Haitian	food	is	tasty.	We	studied	the	history	of	Victorian	England	in	school	today.	8.	Participial	adjectives	Participial
adjectives	are	adjectives	that	are	based	on	participles,	which	are	words	that	usually	end	in	-ed	or	-ing	and	derive	from	verbs.	Participial	adjectives	include	words	like	amazing,	impressed,	and	fascinating.	Participial	adjective	examples	Travis	was	late	for	his	swimming	lessons.	Please	hand	me	my	reading	glasses.	The	silly	clown	cheered	up	the	bored	children.	Take	part	in	this	discussion	on	the	forms	and	uses	of	participles	if	you	want	to	learn	more.	9.	Limiting
adjectives	Limiting	adjectives	are	adjectives	that	restrict	a	noun	or	pronoun	rather	than	describe	any	of	its	characteristics	or	qualities.	Limiting	adjectives	overlap	with	other	types	of	adjectives	such	as	demonstrative	adjectives	and	possessive	adjectives.	Limiting	adjectives	include	words	such	as	these,	your,	and	some.	Limiting	adjective	examples	I	bought	some	eggs	at	the	store.	She	found	three	pennies	under	the	couch	cushions.	Take	a	look	at	that	house	over	there.
10.	Descriptive	adjectives	Descriptive	adjectives	are	adjectives	that	describe	the	characteristics,	traits,	or	qualities	of	a	noun	or	pronoun.	Most	adjectives	are	descriptive	adjectives.	Words	such	as	purple,	friendly,	and	attractive	are	examples	of	descriptive	adjectives.	Descriptive	adjective	examples	A	lot	of	interesting	people	visit	this	park.	She	told	a	scary	story.	The	leaves	turned	orange	and	red.	11.	Interrogative	adjectives	Interrogative	adjectives	are	adjectives	that
are	used	to	ask	questions.	The	interrogative	adjectives	are	what,	which,	and	whose.	Interrogative	adjective	examples	What	color	is	your	favorite?	Which	button	turns	off	the	lights?	Whose	turn	is	it	to	wash	the	cat?	12.	Attributive	adjectives	Attributive	adjectives	are	adjectives	that	are	directly	next	to	the	noun	and	pronoun	that	they	modify.	Usually,	attributive	adjectives	come	directly	before	nouns	and	pronouns	but	they	modify.	But	they	can	sometimes	appear	after
them.	Attributive	adjective	examples	She	has	beautiful	handwriting.	The	hungry	gorilla	ate	the	fresh	mangoes.	Keith	gave	his	dad	something	special	for	his	birthday.	13.	Distributive	adjectives	Distributive	adjectives	are	used	to	refer	to	members	of	a	group	individually.	Examples	of	distributive	adjectives	include	each,	every,	either,	and	neither.	Distributive	adjective	examples	Each	puppy	got	their	own	little	doghouse.	Every	member	of	the	team	scored	a	goal.	I’ll	be
happy	if	either	candidate	wins	the	election.	Demonstrate	your	adjective	skills	by	taking	this	quiz!	All	the	adjectives,	none	of	the	errors	You	won’t	mistake	your	adjectives	again	when	you	check	your	writing	on	Thesaurus.com’s	Grammar	Coach™.	This	writing	tool	uses	machine	learning	technology	uniquely	designed	to	catch	grammar	and	spelling	errors.	Its	Synonym	Swap	will	find	the	best	nouns,	adjectives,	and	more	to	help	say	what	you	really	mean,	guiding	you
toward	clearer,	stronger,	writing.	Whether	you’re	using	proper,	limiting,	or	descriptive	adjectives,	start	writing	smarter	today!	An	adjective	describes	or	modifies	noun/s	and	pronoun/s	in	a	sentence.	It	normally	indicates	quality,	size,	shape,	duration,	feelings,	contents,	and	more	about	a	noun	or	pronoun.	Adjectives	usually	provide	relevant	information	about	the	nouns/pronouns	they	modify/describe	by	answering	the	questions:	What	kind?	How	many?	Which	one?
How	much?	Adjectives	enrich	your	writing	by	adding	precision	and	originality	to	it.	Example:	The	team	has	a	dangerous	batsman.	(What	kind?)	I	have	ten	candies	in	my	pocket.	(How	many?)	I	loved	that	red	car.	(Which	one?)	I	earn	more	money	than	he	does.	(How	much?)	More	Examples	of	Adjectives	However,	there	are	also	many	adjectives	that	do	not	fit	into	these	questions.	Adjectives	are	the	most	used	parts	of	speech	in	sentences.	There	are	several	types	of
adjectives	according	to	their	uses.	Types	of	Adjectives	Descriptive	Adjectives:	A	descriptive	adjective	is	a	word	which	describes	nouns	and	pronouns.	Most	of	the	adjectives	belong	in	this	type.	These	adjectives	provide	information	and	attribute	to	the	nouns/pronouns	they	modify	or	describe.	Descriptive	adjectives	are	also	called	qualitative	adjectives.	Participles	are	also	included	in	this	type	of	adjective	when	they	modify	a	noun.	Examples:	I	have	a	fast	car.	(The	word
‘fast’	is	describing	an	attribute	of	the	car)	I	am	hungry.	(The	word	‘hungry’	is	providing	information	about	the	subject)	The	hungry	cats	are	crying.	I	saw	a	flying	Eagle.	Descriptive	Adj.	is	divided	into	two	types.	Attributive	Adj.	Predicate	Adj.	1.	Attributive	Adjective:	It	attributes	quality,	shape	etc.	to	the	Noun.	The	adjective	that	comes	right	before	the	Noun	it	defines	is	an	Attributive	Adj.	Examples:	That's	a	little	baby.	She	is	one	feisty	cat.	Your	dad	is	an	angry	man.	2.
Predicate	Adjective:	Predicate	Adj.	or	Predicative	Adj.	that	comes	after	a	Linking	Verb	instead	of	before	a	Noun.	It	is	also	known	as	Subject	Complement.	Examples:	I	am	happy.	Your	dad	is	proud	of	you.	The	cat	lady	was	crazy.	Quantitative	Adjectives:	A	quantitative	adjective	provides	information	about	the	quantity	of	the	nouns/pronouns.	This	type	belongs	to	the	question	category	of	‘how	much’	and	‘how	many’.	Examples:	I	have	20	bucks	in	my	wallet.	(How	much)
They	have	three	children.	(How	many)	You	should	have	completed	the	whole	task.	(How	much)	More	Examples	of	Quantitative	Adjectives	Proper	Adjectives:	Proper	adjectives	are	the	adjective	form	of	proper	nouns.	When	proper	nouns	modify	or	describe	other	nouns/pronouns,	they	become	proper	adjectives.	‘Proper’	means	‘specific’	rather	than	‘formal’	or	‘polite.’	A	proper	adj	allows	us	to	summarize	a	concept	in	just	one	word.	Instead	of	writing/saying	‘a	food	cooked
in	Chinese	recipe’	you	can	write/say	‘Chinese	food’.	Proper	adjectives	are	usually	capitalized	as	proper	nouns.	Example:	American	cars	are	very	strong.	Chinese	people	are	hard	workers.	I	love	KFC	burgers.	Marxist	philosophers	despise	capitalism.	More	Examples	of	Proper	Adjectives	Demonstrative	Adjectives:	A	demonstrative	adjective	directly	refers	to	something	or	someone.	Demonstrative	adjectives	include	the	words:	this,	that,	these,	those.	A	demonstrative
pronoun	works	alone	and	does	not	precede	a	noun,	but	a	demonstrative	adj	always	comes	before	the	word	it	modifies.	Examples:	That	building	is	so	gorgeously	decorated.	(‘That’	refers	to	a	singular	noun	far	from	the	speaker)	This	car	is	mine.	(‘This’	refers	to	a	singular	noun	close	to	the	speaker)	These	cats	are	cute.	(‘These’	refers	to	a	plural	noun	close	to	the	speaker)	Those	flowers	are	heavenly.	(‘Those’	refers	to	a	plural	noun	far	from	the	speaker)	More	Examples	of
Demonstrative	Adjectives	Possessive	Adjectives:	A	possessive	adjective	indicates	possession	or	ownership.	It	suggests	the	belongingness	of	something	to	someone/something.	Some	of	the	most	used	possessive	adjs	are	my,	his,	her,	our,	their,	your.		All	these	adjectives	always	come	before	a	noun.	Unlike	possessive	pronouns,	these	words	demand	a	noun	after	them.	Examples:	My	car	is	parked	outside.	His	cat	is	very	cute.	Our	job	is	almost	done.	Her	books	are
interesting.	More	Examples	of	Possessive	Adjective	Interrogative	Adjectives:	An	interrogative	adj	asks	a	question.	An	interrogative	adj.	must	be	followed	by	a	noun	or	a	pronoun.	The	interrogative	adjectives	are:	which,	what,	whose.	These	words	will	not	be	considered	adjectives	if	a	noun	does	not	follow	right	after	them.	Examples:	Which	phone	do	you	use?	What	game	do	you	want	to	play?	Whose	car	is	this?	More	Examples	of	Interrogative	Adj	Numeral	Adjective:	The
adjectives	defining	how	many,	how	much	and	in	what	number	are	usually	Numeral	Adj.	Examples:	There	are	four	cats.	I	don’t	like	doing	two	things	at	a	time	Rehan	has	stood	first	in	the	Board	exam.	There	are	three	types	of	Numeral	Adj.	and	they	are	–	Definite	Adj.	Indefinite	Adj.	Distributive	Adj.	1.	Definite	Adjective:	Definite	Adj.	or	Definite	Numeral	Adj.	begets	definitive	numeric	answers	as	in	reply	to	“How	many?”	questions.	Examples:	Two	doors	lead	to	the	main
entrance	of	the	castle.	I	am	27	years	old.	I’ve	run	3	miles	this	afternoon.	Definite	Adj.	are	divided	into	two	categories	–	Cardinal	Adj.	Ordinal	Adj.	a.	Cardinal	Adjective:	These	indicate	definitive	numbers	in	sentences.	2	kilos	of	rice,	please.	Let’s	add	two	spoons	of	sugar	to	my	tea.	Have	one	glass	of	water,	you	will	feel	much	better.	b.	Ordinal	Adjective:	These	indicate	positions	in	a	series	or	order.	You	are	my	first	friend	at	this	school.	I	live	on	the	third	floor.	This	is
my	fourth	glass	of	milk	today.	2.	Indefinite	Adjectives:	It	describes	or	modifies	a	noun	unspecifically.	They	provide	indefinite/unspecific	information	about	the	noun.	The	common	indefinite	adjectives	are	few,	many,	much,	most,	all,	nobody,	several,	some,	etc.			Examples:	I	gave	some	candy	to	her.	I	want	a	few	moments	alone.	Several	writers	wrote	about	the	recent	incidents.	Each	student	will	have	to	submit	homework	tomorrow.	3.	Distributive	Adjectives:	These
distribute	the	numbers	indefinitely	among	each	and	every	noun	or	pronoun	in	consideration.	“Each”	and	“every”	are	the	two	most	widely	used	adjectives	of	this	type.	Each	birthday	I	bake	a	chocolate	cake	for	my	brother.	I	like	every	flavor	of	this	ice	cream	brand.	Each	day	I	wake	up	at	5	am.	Articles	Articles	are	also	adjectives.	Articles	determine	the	specification	of	nouns.	‘A’	and	‘an’	are	used	to	refer	to	an	unspecific	noun,	and	‘the’	is	used	to	refer	to	a	specific
noun.			Examples:	A	cat	is	always	afraid	of	water.	(Here,	the	noun	‘cat’	refers	to	any	cat,	not	specific.)	The	cat	is	afraid	of	me.	(This	cat	is	a	specific	cat.)	An	electronic	product	should	always	be	handled	with	care.	Compound	Adjectives:	When	compound	nouns/combined	words	modify	other	nouns,	they	become	compound	adj.	This	type	of	adjective	usually	combines	more	than	one	word	into	a	single	lexical	unit	and	modifies	a	noun.	They	are	often	separated	by	a	hyphen
or	joined	together	by	a	quotation	mark.			Example:	I	have	a	broken-down	sofa.	I	saw	a	six-foot-long	snake.	He	gave	me	an	“I’m	gonna	kill	you	now”	look.	Absolute	Adjective:	There	are	some	adjectives	that	cannot	be	graded,	intensified	or	reduced	in	intensity	with	the	help	of	any	kind	of	modifier.	Absolute	Adj.	are	often	found	in	the	superlative	degree.	Examples:	I	am	still	alive.	The	color	is	just	perfect.	This	style	is	very	unique.	Exclamatory	Adjective:	There	are	a	couple
of	WH	question	words	that	are	used	as	adjectives	that	help	turn	a	sentence	into	Exclamatory	sentences	and	they	are	-	What	and	How.	These	are	termed	as	Exclamatory	Adj.	Example:	What	a	day!	How	majestic!	How	lucky	I	am!	What	a	great	way	to	start	the	day!	Emphasizing	Adjective:	These	emphasize	the	preceding	noun.	"Own"	and	"very"	are	the	two	most	commonly	used	Emphasizing	Adj.	in	the	English	language.	Examples:	We	put	them	out	with	our	own	hands.
Keep	playing	the	piano	with	your	own	hands.	It	all	went	down	in	front	of	their	very	eyes.	This	very	moment	you	should	clear	out	of	this	apartment.	Noun	as	Adjective:	There	are	Nouns	that	act	as	Adjectives	on	particular	occasions	and	they	are	termed	as	Adjectival	Nouns.	They	are	also	known	as	Noun	Modifiers	or	Attributive	Nouns.	Examples:	Hadn't	you	just	bought	a	sports	car?	This	is	my	first	cookbook.	Your	dad	owns	a	shabby	motorbike.	Adjective	of	Origin:	The
adjective	that	specifies	the	origin	of	the	preceding	noun	is	termed	as	the	adjective	of	origin.	Examples:	I'll	have	one	Mexican	rice	with	some	fried	chicken.	Romi	can	play	the	Hawaiian	guitar.	Let's	groove	to	those	Jamaican	beats.	Adjective	of	Color:	The	adjective	that	indicates	the	color	of	the	preceding	noun	is	termed	as	the	adjective	of	color.	Examples:	Looking	at	the	blue	sky	makes	your	heart	kinder.	Red	roses	are	symbols	of	affection.	I	love	the	violet	curtains	at	my
house.	Adjective	of	Position:	The	adjective	that	pinpoints	the	position	of	the	preceding	noun	is	the	adjective	of	position.	Examples:	Go	to	the	nearby	store.	That	is	a	faraway	destination.	I	choose	the	middle	shade.	Adjective	of	Shape:		If	the	adjective	before	the	noun	determines	the	shape	of	it,	that	is	the	adjective	of	shape.	Examples:	Squats	will	get	you	those	round	buttocks.	Soccer	is	played	on	an	oval	field.	I	need	a	plain	surface	for	the	project.	The	Degree	of
Adjectives:	There	are	three	degrees	of	adj:	Positive,	comparative,	superlative.	These	degrees	are	applicable	only	for	descriptive	adj.	Examples:	Positive	degree:	He	is	a	good	boy.	Comparative	degree:	He	is	better	than	any	other	boy.	Superlative:	He	is	the	best	boy.


