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Editorial Note: We earn a commission from partner links on Forbes Advisor. Commissions do not affect our editors' opinions or evaluations. Social work licensing practices vary widely by state. Some states require entry-level and generalist social workers to pass an exam and earn licensure. In other states, you only need a license to become a licensed
clinical social worker (LCSW) and provide psychotherapy services. In many states, social work licensure at any level requires you to pass an exam administered by the Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB). The ASWB exam is a nationally recognized assessment that evaluates your comprehension of human behavior and development. If you're a
social work major or considering pivoting into the human services field, read on to discover how to prepare for, take and pass the ASWB licensure exam—with or without a social work degree. What Is the ASWB Exam? ASWB is a nonprofit organization comprising all of the state social work regulatory boards in the United States and Canada. This body
regulates the social work profession and administers the licensure exam that evaluates prospective social workers’ ethics and expertise. Passing the ASWB exam is the final step to earning a social work license in many states. ASWB offers five exam categories—associate, bachelor’s, master’s, advanced generalist and clinical—each tailored to a
specific education and experience level. A candidate’s exam category determines their title and scope of practice post-licensure. Within a four-hour window, ASWB exam-takers must answer questions concerning: Human development, diversity and behavior in the environment Assessment (of clients’ physical and mental status) Interventions with
clients Professional relationships, values and ethics ASWB Exam Categories All ASWB exam categories contain 170 questions on human development and behavior, but question types may vary among categories. For example, the associate and bachelor’s exams lean more heavily on recall questions than other exam categories, which feature larger
proportions of reasoning questions. Each exam category may lead to a different level of social work licensure depending on your state’s licensing processes. Not all states offer all five categories of the ASWB exam. Associate This category offers a licensure pathway for applicants who want to practice social work without earning a four-year degree in
the field. In most cases, associate-level social workers can only practice under supervision. A handful of states offer this licensing pathway: South Dakota, Michigan, Ohio, New Hampshire and Massachusetts. Only South Dakota, New Hampshire and Massachusetts require associate-level social workers to pass the associate ASWB exam. Registration
for the associate ASWB exam category costs $230. Bachelor’'s The ASWB bachelor’s exam, which also costs $230, evaluates your generalist understanding of social work practices and ethics. You must hold a bachelor’s degree in social work from an accredited college to sit for this exam category. The bachelor’s category features the same questions
as the associate category. Passing the bachelor’s exam qualifies you to become a non-clinical baccalaureate social worker. Exact titles vary among states; in Oregon, these professionals are called registered baccalaureate social workers, while North Carolina calls them certified social workers. In most cases, social workers at this level interview
clients, manage cases, conduct research and advocate for social justice. Depending on the state, they may only be able to practice autonomously after gaining supervised work experience post-licensure. Master’s The ASWB master’s category requires a master of social work (MSW) and usually qualifies applicants for the licensed master social worker
(LMSW) credential. Again, the exact title may vary by state—Indiana calls these professionals licensed social workers, for example. The master’s-level exam tests your foundational understanding of the social work field and evaluates your application of specialized skills gained during their MSW program. Licensees know how to apply advanced
practice skills and specialized knowledge in their roles. LMSWs can drive social change and justice for various communities. In some states, they can provide clinical therapy with oversight from an LCSW. The registration fee for this ASWB exam category is $230. Advanced Generalist: The advanced generalist category is tailored to prospective
LMSWs who aspire to work in macro-level roles. This means working with large populations, such as entire states and countries. The advanced generalist ASWB exam indicates a desire to work with public policy, state or national campaigns, or other government initiatives. To sit for the advanced generalist ASWB exam, you must hold a master’s
degree in social work plus two years of nonclinical professional experience. With a fee of $260, test takers can prove their expertise in social justice, public policy and administration, and public welfare to their state licensing boards. Clinical The minimum requirements for this ASWB category include an MSW and two years of clinical experience. The
clinical ASWB test serves prospective social workers who want to provide mental health services in clinical settings. LCSWs (who may work under different titles, depending on where they practice) provide psychotherapy services to prevent, diagnose and treat mental illnesses. Through individual or group therapy, these professionals help people
struggling with emotional distress. Clinical social workers practice independently in various settings, including hospitals, schools, psychiatric facilities and social service agencies. Registering for the clinical ASWB exam category costs $260. Signing Up for the ASWB Exam Apply for a State License First, you must get your state board’s approval to
register for the ASWB exam. Approval processes differ depending on the state where you want to practice. Typical requirements vary by state and license level but may include college transcripts, a license application fee and proof of supervised experience, which you can send to the board via email or fax. Some states may also require you to provide
fingerprints and undergo a background check. Sign Up for the ASWB Exam Once you receive approval from your state social work board, you must register for the appropriate ASWB licensure exam, either online, via mail or by fax. Registration costs between $230 and $260, depending on your exam category. If your registration is successful, you'll
receive an “authorization to test” email from ASWB. Schedule Your Test with Pearson VUE Pearson VUE provides testing centers for licensure applicants nationwide. You can schedule, cancel and reschedule exam appointments with Pearson VUE through the testing authorization email. Preparing for the ASWB Exam Understand How the Exam Is
Structured The ASWB exam is a four-hour, computer-based test comprising 170 multiple-choice questions that test your expertise and decision-making skills as a social worker. Exam questions cover various content areas and competencies you should have covered during your degree program. You may also find knowledge, skills and abilities
statements resembling real-life situations that require critical thinking. To pass the licensure exam, you must answer about 100 out of the 150 questions correctly. Take a Practice Test Although self-study is necessary to pass professional exams, practice tests can help you prepare better. By taking a mock test, you can identify loopholes in your study
plan, learn the testing software, understand your strengths and areas for improvement, and prepare for complex questions. After you register for your exam, ASWB offers a 30-day window to take a practice test for an additional $85. Practice exams exist for all categories except the advanced generalist exam. Other test prep resources offer free
practice tests, but ASWB warns against those resources because their content may be misleading. Know What to Expect on Test Day ASWB enforces several security measures on test day to ensure a reliable exam process. Prepare to present two photo IDs and sign a confidentiality agreement. Pearson VUE test centers are fitted with surveillance
tools to detect exam malpractice. Test center personnel may also walk through the room at intervals. You cannot enter the testing center with personal items, but you will receive erasable note boards, markers and other necessary materials from the test center personnel. You must return the items after the exam or risk invalidating your score. The
testing equipment should look like a typical computer setup. Test administrators may provide a short on-screen tutorial to help you navigate the software. Decompress After the Exam Upon completing the licensure exam, you’ll receive an unofficial score report at the test center indicating your performance. ASWB will then send the official score
report to your state’s social work board two weeks after the exam. Note that your scores cannot be altered at any point, so all you can do is wait for your state board to contact you or go ahead with other state-specific requirements. This may take anywhere from two weeks to a month. If you fail the licensure exam, you can retake it after 90 days.
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) About the ASWB Exam The ASWB exam stands for the Association of Social Work Boards examination. This test determines whether a candidate is fit to practice social work at their desired licensure level. A recent ASWB report showed that 75.8% of first-time test takers passed the clinical exam category in 2021.
The master’s and bachelor’s categories had pass rates of 73% and 68.7%, respectively. Specific passing score thresholds on the ASWB exam may vary with each passing year. ASWB recommends that testers correctly answer 90 to 107 of the graded questions to pass the licensure exam. Skip to content Homepage Exam Exam scoring If you fail the
exam We understand that it is disappointing to fail a social work licensing exam. When you are ready to begin preparing for your next attempt, we suggest you begin with your unofficial score report, which is available in your ASWBCentral account. It breaks down your performance by exam content area and serves as a good resource as you make a
study plan. ASWB policy states that candidates must wait 90 days between exam attempts. This waiting period exists for exam security reasons. It also benefits you because it sets aside time to prepare for your next attempt. You may request a waiver that allows you to retake the exam before the end of the 90-day period if the state or provincial board
where you are applying for a license allows waivers and your most recent exam score was within 10 correct answers of the passing score. Learn more about waiving the waiting period When you are ready to retake the exam: Contact ASWB’s Candidate Services Center. The representative can tell you whether you need further approval from your
social work board to retake the exam. If you have nonstandard testing arrangements, the representative can tell you if the arrangements are still valid. Wait seven to ten days after your last exam before registering again. Register with ASWB and pay the exam fee. Receive your Authorization to Test email. Schedule your testing appointment with
Pearson VUE. Note: Some licensing boards limit the number of times an applicant may take the exam. Download the ASWB Exam Guidebook ASWB has contracted with FifthTheory, an independent firm with expertise in helping test-takers become aware of and develop the test mastery mindset that may help them succeed on high-stakes exams. Learn
more about this effort If you have requested to waive the 90-day waiting period, do not register until your waiver is either granted or denied. You may register for your next exam attempt any time after ASWB receives your official exam results, provided you don’t need further approval from your state or province. Your exam fee will be due when you
register. You may schedule your new testing appointment with Pearson VUE after you have received your NEW Authorization to Test email. You must schedule a testing date between the eligibility date and the expiration date in the Authorization to Test email. Your new test date must be at least 90 days after your last attempt, unless you have
received a waiver for the waiting period. Opens in a new window This link will download a file Generally, passing scores range from 90 to 107 or more correct of the 150 scored items. Remember, the test also includes 20 non-scored pretest items mixed in with the scored items. Also question is, what score do you need to pass ASWB exam?Generally,
passing scores range from 90 to 107 or more correct of the 150 scored items. Remember, the test also includes 20 non-scored pretest items mixed in with the scored items.One may also ask, what is the pass rate for the LCSW exam? 78.4% Keeping this in consideration, is the ASWB exam hard? The more difficult your questions on average, the fewer
correct answers you need to pass. The easier the questions, the more you'll need. According to the Social Work ASWB Masters Exam Guide by Dawn Apgar (2015), the amount you need to pass generally varies between 93 and 106.How do I pass the ASWB exam?All jurisdictions that use the ASWB exams recognize the same pass point. This pass point
varies, depending on the category of exam you're taking and which version (“form”) of the exam you get. Generally, pass points range from 90 to 107 correct of the 150 scored questions. Becoming a Social Worker is a journey. It’s a path of determination, compassion, and a relentless pursuit of enhancing the well-being of others. But, before one can
step onto this impactful road, there’s a gatekeeper that must be navigated - The Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) Exam. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explain the ASWB Exam scoring system. We'll sift through the complexities, provide insights into the exam’s structure, and shed light on what scores you need to pass. So strap yourself
in, Social Workers, and let’s unravel this together! 1) The Basics: ASWB Exam Structure What to Expect: The ASWB Exam The ASWB Exam (Bachelors, Masters, Advanced Generalist, or Clinical) includes 150 scored multiple-choice questions and 20 non-scored “pretest” questions. That’s a grand total of 170 questions you’ll encounter on exam day!
The scored questions contribute to your final score. The pretest questions are a form of trial by the ASWB for potential future questions. They are not marked or identifiable - they blend into the exam but don’t affect your score! The Scoring Basics: How ASWB Scores Your Exam The ASWB Exam uses a scaled scoring system. But what’s a scaled
score, right? It’s a method used by many standardized tests to ensure fairness and consistency across different test versions. Your raw score - the number of questions you answer correctly - is converted into a scaled score. This method allows for slight variations in difficulty among different forms of the exam. By implementing the scaled scoring
system, the ASWB is acknowledging that not all versions of the exam will have the exact same degree of difficulty. For instance, a certain exam form may unintentionally have more complex questions than another, or cover topics that some test takers find more challenging. Scaled scoring is used to balance these variations. It ensures that a specific
scaled score represents the same level of proficiency, regardless of which version of the exam was taken. To calculate this, statistical techniques are employed that take into account the difficulty of each question on the test. This way, a candidate who answers a larger number of difficult questions correctly might end up with a similar scaled score to a
candidate who correctly answers a larger number of easier questions. The goal is to create an equitable scoring system that appropriately measures each candidate’s competence in the field of Social Work. 2) Getting Down to Details: ASWB Exam Scoring Explained Scaled Scores: The Key to Fairness Each version of the ASWB Exam aims to assess
the same knowledge and skills, but there might be slight variations in difficulty. The scaled scoring system helps level the playing field. The Magic Number: What Score Do You Need to Pass? The million-dollar question! What’s the magic number that will need to pass? The Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) does not disclose the specific raw
score (i.e., the actual number of correct questions) required to pass their exams. They employ a scaled scoring system, which means the raw score required to pass can fluctuate depending on the version of the test and its level of difficulty. However, it is generally understood that you need to answer between 60% to 70% of the 150 scored questions
correctly to pass, depending on the exam’s difficulty level. To break it down, this could mean: For the Bachelors and Advanced Generalist Exams, where the passing scaled score is 70, a candidate might need to correctly answer somewhere between 90 and 105 questions out of 150. For the Masters and Clinical Exams, where the passing scaled score
is 75, a candidate might need to correctly answer around 94 to 105 questions out of 150. These are approximations based on the passing scaled scores and the general consensus regarding the exam'’s difficulty. The exact number may vary for different versions of the exam, which is why a specific range is not officially provided by the ASWB.
Therefore, the best strategy is to aim for as high a raw score as possible, while focusing on mastering the knowledge and skills needed in the field of Social Work. 3) Your ASWB Exam Results: What Happens After You Click ‘Submit’? Right Away: Pass/Fail Results, Your Score, and Breakdown Right after you submit your exam, you’ll receive your
results and a Pass or Fail. You'll also learn how many questions you answered correctly and how you performed on each section of the Exam. The Waiting Game: License Issued By Your Jurisdiction If you passed your exam, your license will be issued by your jurisdiction’s Social Work board and typically will arrive within two weeks of your exam date.
4) FAQs on ASWB Exam Scoring Q: Is there a penalty for wrong answers on the ASWB Exam? A: No, there isn’t! It’s always better to take a guess than to leave a question unanswered. Q: How often can I retake the ASWB Exam if I don’t pass? A: You can retake the exam 90 days after your last attempt, up to three times in a calendar year. But let’s
aim for passing on the first go! Agents of Change can help! Q: Do the 20 pretest questions on the ASWB Exam look different from the scored ones? A: Not at all. They're dispersed throughout the exam and look identical to the scored questions. Q: How long is the ASWB Exam? A: The ASWB Exam takes 4 hours to complete. It might seem like a long
time, but with 170 questions to answer, you'll appreciate every minute. Plan your time wisely to ensure you can thoughtfully answer each question. We recommend taking at least 1 full-length practice exam with a timer so you are ready for test day. Agents of Change offers 2 full-length practice tests here. 4) Conclusion Decoding the ASWB Exam
scoring can feel like a daunting task, but it doesn’t have to be. Once you get a grip on the structure of the exam and the scaled scoring system, you’'re well on your way to acing the exam. Remember, each question is a step closer to your dream of becoming a licensed Social Worker. So study hard, understand the scoring, and keep your eye on the
prize - a rewarding career making a difference in others’ lives. You're on your way to mastering the ASWB exam, Social Workers. Good luck! You've got this and Agents of Change is here to help! » Learn more about the Agents of Change course here: About
the Instructor, Meagan Mitchell: Meagan is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and has been providing individualized and group test prep for the ASWB for over five years. From all of this experience helping others pass their exams, she created the Agents of Change course to help you prepare for and pass the ASWB exam! Find more from Agents of
Change here: » Facebook Group: » Podcast: #socialwork #testprep #aswb #socialworker #socialwork #socialworktest #socialworkexam #exam #socialworktestprep #socialworklicense #socialworklicensing #licsw #lmsw #lcsw #aswbexam #aswb #lcswexam #lmswexam #aswbtestprep #aswbtest #lcswtestprep #lcswtest #lmswtestprep
#Imswtest #aswbcourse #learningstyles #learningstyle Disclaimer: This content has been made available for informational and educational purposes only. This content is not intended to be a substitute for professional medical or clinical advice, diagnosis, or treatment Skip to content Homepage Exam Exam appointments Pearson VUE administers
the social work licensing exams at test centers worldwide. Standard appointments are four hours and 30 minutes: 30 minutes to check in and get seated and four hours to complete the exam. You may schedule your testing appointment online or by phone. You must have your Authorization to Test email to complete the scheduling process. Log in to
ASWBCentral or call Pearson VUE at 877.884.9537, open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern Time; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Eastern Time. When you schedule your appointment, be prepared to supply: Your FIRST and LAST name as it appears on the ASWB Authorization to Test email you received Your
Candidate ID Number from the Authorization to Test email Your address at the time of registration Your date of birth The exam listed on the Authorization to Test—ASWB Associate, Bachelors, Masters, Advanced Generalist, or Clinical exam Candidates with nonstandard testing arrangements must schedule by phone. Call Pearson VUE at
800.466.0450, open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern Time; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Eastern Time. Inform the representative that you are calling to schedule an ASWB social work exam. Please see your Authorization to Test email regarding canceling and rescheduling your appointment. Learn more
about nonstandard testing arrangements If you schedule your appointment by phone, make a note of the date, time, and test center location, along with the name of the representative helping you. If you schedule your appointment online, be sure to save or print your receipt before signing out. Confirmation Whether you schedule online or by phone,
you will receive an email confirmation of the appointment from Pearson VUE within 24 hours. If you do not receive this confirmation email, you did not complete the process correctly. It is your responsibility to contact Pearson VUE immediately and request that it be sent again. All appointments must be canceled or rescheduled at least 24 hours in
advance. If you have nonstandard testing arrangements, please see your Authorization to Test email. You may cancel or reschedule your appointment at least 24 hours before before the appointment time by logging in to ASWBCentral or calling Pearson VUE at 877.884.9537. If you cancel or reschedule your testing appointment online, complete all
steps and receive a summary of your transaction. You will receive an email confirmation of the appointment cancellation/rescheduling from Pearson VUE within 24 hours. If you do not receive this confirmation email, it is your responsibility to contact Pearson VUE immediately and request that it be sent again. It is also your responsibility to keep the
confirmation email you receive from Pearson VUE or to keep a record of the date, time, and the name of the representative you spoke to if you canceled or rescheduled your testing appointment by phone. You may reschedule your examination date without additional charge if you follow these guidelines. As part of ASWB’s commitment to improving
and streamlining our services, we have created ASWBCentral, a one-stop system for test-takers. If circumstances prevent you from testing before your Authorization to Test expires, you may request an extension of your authorization period. Extensions may be granted for up to six months, depending on your board approval. Learn about extending
your exam registration If you missed your examination appointment or did not cancel your appointment within the guidelines, ASWB may excuse the absence. To be considered for an excused absence, you request that your absence be excused within 30 days of your missed appointment. Learn more about excused absences Opens in a new window
This link will download a file The Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) administers social work licensing exams at all levels in the U.S. and Canada. Have questions about how it all works? We've got answers! Where do I go to register for the ASWB exam? To register for the ASWB exam, you can visit the official website of ASWB at aswb.org.
After completing your registration, ASWB will send you an Authorization to Test email within two days, which will include information about scheduling your testing appointment with PSI Exams. Exam fees are nonrefundable. (As of this writing, the fee for Associate, Bachelors, or Masters exam is $230 and for Advanced Generalist or Clinical exam is
$260). What is the passing score for the ASWB exam? The ASWB exam is scored based on the number of questions answered correctly out of 150 scored questions. Generally, answering between 93 and 107 questions correctly (that’s about 65-70%) will earn you a passing score. Due to adjustments needed to correctly score different versions of the
exam, ASWB does not provide a fixed number of correct answers required to pass. Isn’t the exam 170 questions long? Yes, the ASWB has 170 questions, but only 150 of those are scored. The other 20 are unscored questions the ASWB is trying out for possible use in future tests. Approach each question as if it is scored-there is no way to know which
is which. You have four hours to complete the full 170 questions. How long does it take to get ASWB exam results? Upon submitting your exam, you will immediately receive a Pass or Fail. You'll leave the testing center with an unofficial score report documenting the total number of questions you answered correctly. Your official score report will be
available within two weeks of your test date. How do I apply for accommodations? Go to ASWB.org and search for “Nonstandard Testing Arrangements,” which provides guidance regarding accommodations for people with disabilities or for whom English is a second language. What happens if I fail the ASWB exam? If you fail the ASWB exam, you
can retake it after a certain period of time has passed. The waiting period varies depending on your state or province’s licensing board. What are some tips for preparing for the ASWB exam? Take advantage of study materials and practice exams (like those here at SWTP). Practice exams are especially helpful because they give you an idea of what to
expect on test day both in exam content and in the actual experience of taking the test. Make sure you take care of yourself in the days leading up to the exam. Get plenty of rest, eat well, and exercise regularly. More questions? Just write us. Happy studying and good luck on the exam! Skip to content Homepage Exam Exam scoring Exam pass rates
2023 pass/fail summary reports include exam pass rate data for all first time test-takers and for jurisdictions and schools of social work. The following information applies to individuals taking the social work licensing exams for the first time in all ASWB member jurisdictions in 2023. Pass rates are most representative for groups of more than 200
candidates. Exam Total number of exams administered 2023 pass rate Associate 437 69.1% Bachelors 3,240 67.9% Masters 21,551 72.5% Advanced Generalist 132 61.4% Clinical 19,742 73.4% Select a state, province, or territory to download 2023 pass rate data (PDF) for that jurisdiction. Select a state or province, then select a social work degree
program to download a report (PDF) of the school’s pass rates for 2023. To more precisely contextualize pass rates by analyzing the systemic factors that influence exam outcomes, ASWB partnered with Joy Kim, MSW, Ph.D., of Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey. Dr. Kim and her associate, Michael Joo, MSW, Ph.D., conducted an inquiry into
the sources of pass rate disparities, including analyses of pass rates that control for the individual, institutional, and community factors that test-takers carry with them throughout their lives. Opens in a new window This link will download a file In order to continue enjoying our site, we ask that you confirm your identity as a human. Thank you very
much for your cooperation. Skip to content Homepage Exam Getting ready for the exam Online Practice Test With questions previously used on the licensing exams, the online practice test is a valuable tool for preparing to take your exam. We recommend using it alongside the ASWB Examination Guidebook, a free download. ASWB offers full-scale
online practice tests for candidates registered to take the Associate, Bachelors, Masters, or Clinical ASWB social work licensing examination. Note: There is no online practice test for the Advanced Generalist examination. With the only practice test offered by ASWB, you can: Complete the online practice test one time Review all the questions in any
of the content areas, or review only the questions you answer incorrectly Access the practice test for 30 days to review the questions, answers, and rationales. The 30 days begins when you launch the practice test Take four hours to take a 170-question practice test one time As part of ASWB’s commitment to improving and streamlining our services,
we have created ASWBCentral, a one-stop system for test-takers. There is only one version of the online practice test for each category of exam. Candidates registered for the Associate exam may purchase the Bachelors online practice test, which shares the same content outline. However, the passing score for the Bachelors practice test will be
applied. Only those registered to take the social work licensing exam may purchase the online practice test. In order to purchase the practice test, you must have your authorization to test number, which can be found on your Authorization to Test email sent by ASWB. The format of the online practice test does not exactly match the format of the
exam as administered at Pearson VUE test centers. Opens in a new window This link will download a file The Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) administers social work licensing exams at all levels in the U.S. and Canada. Have questions about how it all works? We've got answers! Where do I go to register for the ASWB exam? To register for
the ASWB exam, you can visit the official website of ASWB at aswb.org. After completing your registration, ASWB will send you an Authorization to Test email within two days, which will include information about scheduling your testing appointment with PSI Exams. Exam fees are nonrefundable. (As of this writing, the fee for Associate, Bachelors,
or Masters exam is $230 and for Advanced Generalist or Clinical exam is $260). What is the passing score for the ASWB exam? The ASWB exam is scored based on the number of questions answered correctly out of 150 scored questions. Generally, answering between 93 and 107 questions correctly (that’s about 65-70%) will earn you a passing score.
Due to adjustments needed to correctly score different versions of the exam, ASWB does not provide a fixed number of correct answers required to pass. Isn’t the exam 170 questions long? Yes, the ASWB has 170 questions, but only 150 of those are scored. The other 20 are unscored questions the ASWB is trying out for possible use in future tests.
Approach each question as if it is scored-there is no way to know which is which. You have four hours to complete the full 170 questions. How long does it take to get ASWB exam results? Upon submitting your exam, you will immediately receive a Pass or Fail. You’ll leave the testing center with an unofficial score report documenting the total
number of questions you answered correctly. Your official score report will be available within two weeks of your test date. How do I apply for accommodations? Go to ASWB.org and search for “Nonstandard Testing Arrangements,” which provides guidance regarding accommodations for people with disabilities or for whom English is a second
language. What happens if I fail the ASWB exam? If you fail the ASWB exam, you can retake it after a certain period of time has passed. The waiting period varies depending on your state or province’s licensing board. What are some tips for preparing for the ASWB exam? Take advantage of study materials and practice exams (like those here at
SWTP). Practice exams are especially helpful because they give you an idea of what to expect on test day both in exam content and in the actual experience of taking the test. Make sure you take care of yourself in the days leading up to the exam. Get plenty of rest, eat well, and exercise regularly. More questions? Just write us. Happy studying and
good luck on the exam! By, SocialWorkGuide We are often asked whether different states require different scores on the ASWB licensing exam in order to pass and whether it is easier to pass the exam in one state over another. The answer is a bit involved, but the short answer is ‘no.” The number of questions that you are required to answer
correctly to pass a particular version of an exam is the same for every state. According to ASWB, you will need to answer 93-106 questions (depending on the version of the exam) correct. There are 150 exam items on the exam, however 20 of those 150 questions are pre-test items and are not graded. These pre-test items are being tested to see
whether they should be used on future exams. These items are not marked as pre-test items, so be sure to answer all questions to the best of your ability. Some people think that questions that are poorly written or have typos are the pre-test question. I would NOT rely on that statement. Treat every question as though it were a graded exam
question. A state may list their passing score as a 70 or 75 - this number in many ways is irrelevant. It is just the number that the state uses to describe the pass point. In other words, if a test requires 105 questions correct to pass, one state may call 105 correct questions a “70” and another state may call that a “75.” This number does not correlate
with the percentage of questions that you got correct. We generally tell exam takers that you want to shoot for 78% or better. If you pass an exam in one state, you have passed the exam for another state regardless of what numerical value a state designates as “passing.” When an individual requests that his/her ASWB exam scores be transferred to
another state, the score is reported simply as “pass” or “fail”; there are no numerical values reported. You may have heard that exams scores are “scaled.” That is in fact true, but what does that mean? There are multiple versions of each level of the exam, so different exam takers of the same level can receive a different set of questions. To account
for the differences in levels of difficulty across various versions of the exam, the computer calculates your raw score which is the actual number of items that were answered correctly. A certain factor is then applied, adjusting your raw score up or down. This serves to balance scores across the various versions of the exams making scoring more
equitable and ensuring that the overall ability that needs to be demonstrated by an exam taker remains the same from one test form to another. In other words, no one receives an advantage or disadvantage because of the form of test administered. This also explains why an exact number of questions required to be answered to pass the ASWB exam
can be identified. For more information about the exam or for study materials for the ASWB Social Work licensing exam, go to www.SocialWorkGuide.com. The ASWB exam, an essential step in becoming a licensed Social Worker, can often result in a mix of emotions. Many candidates find themselves puzzled after taking the exam, trying to
understand the meaning of their scores and how they can improve if they did not pass their exams the first time. This post provides a comprehensive overview of interpreting ASWB exam results, focusing on how the scoring system works and what the scores signify. We will explore the pass/fail criteria and give you insights into techniques to improve
your score if you did not pass the first time. 1) The Basics of ASWB Exam Scoring Understanding the Scoring System The first step in understanding your ASWB exam results is to know how the exam is scored. There are four categories of the ASWB exam: Bachelor’s, Master’s, Advanced Generalist, and Clinical. Each of these categories has a different
number of questions and a different passing score. Here’s what it looks like: Bachelor’s Exam: 170 questions, 96-105 passing score Master’s Exam: 170 questions, 98-107 passing score Advanced Generalist Exam: 170 questions, 98-107 passing score Clinical Exam: 170 questions, 102-111 passing score Learn More About ASWB Scoring: The ASWB
Exam: Scoring Explained Deciphering the Scaled Score Now, you may be thinking, “Wait a minute, my score was way higher than that!” That’s because the ASWB uses a scaled scoring system. Your raw score (the number of questions you answered correctly) is converted into a scaled score to account for any variations in the difficulty level of
different sets of questions. A Closer Look at Pass/Fail Determination When understanding your ASWB exam results, it’s important to note that the exam is not graded on a curve. Instead, a criterion-referenced approach is used, meaning you’re not competing against other test-takers, but rather against a pre-established standard of competence.
Simply put, your success doesn’t depend on how others perform! 2) What Your Score Means So, you've got your score. But what does it really mean? Let’s break that down. If You Pass... First things first, congratulations! If you've passed the ASWB exam, it means you’ve demonstrated a level of competency deemed acceptable. Your next steps include
applying for licensure in your state and starting your journey as a licensed Social Worker. Find Your State Licensure Information If You Don’t Pass... It’s not the end of the world, failing the ASWB exam doesn’t define your worth as a Social Worker! It simply means you need a bit more preparation before taking the test again. Use this as an
opportunity to identify the areas where you struggled and refine your study methods. Learn More: What Should You Do If You Fail Your LMSW Or LCSW ASWB Exam? 3) Interpreting Your Score Sheet Alright, you've got your ASWB score sheet in front of you and it might look like a cryptic puzzle. Don’t worry, we’re going to help you crack the code!
Understanding the Different Sections Test Information: This section will provide basic information about your exam, including the type of exam you took (Bachelor’s, Master’s, Advanced Generalist, or Clinical), the date of the exam, and the version of the exam. Scaled Score: This is the all-important number that tells you whether you’ve passed or
failed. Remember, this is not your raw score (i.e., the number of questions you answered correctly), but a scaled score that adjusts for variations in difficulty level between different exam versions. Pass/Fail Status: Here, you’ll see whether you’ve passed or not. Remember, the passing score varies depending on the category of the exam you took.
Reading the Content Area Breakdown In this section, you'll find a more detailed breakdown of your performance in each content area. This is a great resource to use, especially if you didn’t pass the exam, as it can guide your study efforts by highlighting areas where you need improvement. The ASWB exams are divided into different content areas
that correspond to the knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary for Social Work licensure. For example, the Clinical exam includes content areas like “Human Development, Diversity, and Behavior in the Environment” and “Professional Values and Ethics.” Each content area will show a percentage that represents the proportion of questions you
answered correctly within that particular area. Looking for more ASWB content and exam strategies? Agents of Change includes 30+ topics, hundreds of practice questions, and 2 live study groups per month. 4) FAQs Q: How can you use the score sheet to improve your results on a retake?A: The best way to utilize this score sheet if you didn’t pass
the exam is to identify which content areas you struggled with the most. If certain areas have a low percentage of correct answers, focus more on these areas in your study plan. Remember, understanding your ASWB exam results is the first step towards improvement. Agents of Change also offers study materials for all ASWB exams that have helped
more than 10,000 Social Workers PASS! Q: What happens if I fail the ASWB exam?A: If you don’t pass the ASWB exam, you can retake it after a 90-day waiting period. During this time, focus on reviewing material and enhancing your understanding in areas you found challenging. If you failed by fewer than 10 questions, you can apply for a waiver to
take the exam again sooner: 90 Day Waiver For ASWB Exam - How To Apply Q: How can I better prepare for the ASWB exam next time?A: Consider using study guides, enrolling in prep. courses, or joining a study group. Also, practice exams can give you a realistic sense of what to expect and help identify areas for improvement. All Agents of Change
programs include 2 live study groups per month and hundreds of practice questions. 5) Conclusion So there you have it! A comprehensive guide to understanding your ASWB exam results. Remember, these scores are not meant to be mysterious, and they definitely aren’t meant to scare you. They’re simply a tool to measure your preparedness for
Social Work licensure. Whether you’ve passed or failed, there’s always a way forward. Keep that chin up, keep learning, and keep striving to make a difference in the world. You've got this and Agents of Change is here to help! 6) Video » Learn more about
the Agents of Change course here: About the Instructor, Meagan Mitchell: Meagan is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and has been providing individualized and group test prep for the ASWB for over five years. From all of this experience helping others pass their exams, she created the Agents of Change course to help you prepare for and pass the
ASWB exam! Find more from Agents of Change here: » Facebook Group: » Podcast: #socialwork #testprep #aswb #socialworker #socialwork #socialworktest #socialworkexam #exam #socialworktestprep #socialworklicense #socialworklicensing #licsw #lmsw #lcsw #aswbexam #aswb #lcswexam #lmswexam #aswbtestprep #aswbtest
#lcswtestprep #lcswtest #lmswtestprep #lmswtest #aswbcourse #learningstyles #learningstyle Disclaimer: This content has been made available for informational and educational purposes only. This content is not intended to be a substitute for professional medical or clinical advice, diagnosis, or treatment ASWB and the National Association of
Social Workers developed Best Practice Standards in Social Work Supervision to support and strengthen supervision for professional social workers. The standards provide a general framework that promotes uniformity and serves as a resource on issues related to supervision in the social work supervisory community. In most cases the board will
contact you regarding your licensure status after you test. Exceptions are listed below. Colorado, Florida, Maine, Michigan, New Hampshire, Texas, and Utah candidates must complete a license application with the board after passing the examination. California candidates must submit the LCSW Request for Initial License Issuance form and
payment to the Board of Behavioral Sciences. Kentucky candidates must upload a copy of the unofficial score report and pay the license fee online after passing the exam. New Jersey candidates should visit the State Board of Social Work Examiners website to review the process for sending in applications. West Virginia candidates will be contacted
by the West Virginia Board of Social Work within 30 days of passing the exam. Skip to content Homepage Exam Exam scoring The social work licensing exams measure minimum competence in social work practice. In any pass/fail exam, there is a pass point, the number of questions a candidate must answer correctly to pass the exam. All jurisdictions
that use the ASWB exams recognize the same pass point. Because of the adjustments needed to correctly score different versions, or forms, of the exam, ASWB cannot provide a fixed number of correct answers required to pass. Generally, pass points range from 90 to 107 correct answers of the 150 scored questions. Because the social work exams
are used in the United States and Canada, a pass result in one state or province is a pass result in all states or provinces that use that category of the social work licensing exams. Reminder: There are 150 scored questions on the exams. Each exam has 20 pretest questions that are not scored and do not affect your results. Learn more about pass rates
for the social work exams ASWB has multiple forms of each exam for exam security and to ensure that candidates who retake the exam do not get the same set of questions. Because different candidates get different exam forms, ASWB reviews each form prior to publishing and uses statistical analysis of the individual questions to adjust the number
of correct answers required to pass that exam form. This process, equating, ensures the overall ability required to pass the exam remains the same from one exam form to another. No one receives an advantage or disadvantage because of the exam form received. Send your exam results to another state or province Opens in a new window This link
will download a file Skip to content As with any exam, knowing what to expect will help you be successful. You must apply for a social work license and be preapproved in order to take the licensing exam. Once you are approved by your state or provincial social work board, you are eligible to register with ASWB to take the exam. Registration fees:
Associate, Bachelors, or Masters Exams: US$230 Advanced Generalist or Clinical Exams: US$260 Register for the ASWB exam The social work licensing exams are administered at Pearson VUE test centers worldwide. After you receive your Authorization to Test email from ASWB, you may schedule your testing appointment with Pearson VUE.
Making an appointment to take the exam Taking time to prepare for your testing experience will reduce stress and help prevent delays, unexcused absences, and other problems. What's expected on exam day The content outlines for the current social work licensing exams were developed using the 2017 Analysis of the Practice of Social Work. The
next content outlines will based on data from the 2024 Social Work Census, an even more inclusive survey of the profession. With questions previously used on the licensing exams, the online practice test is a valuable tool for preparing to take your exam. We recommend using it alongside the ASWB Examination Guidebook, a free download. The
ASWB Exam Guidebook contains information on the steps for taking the exam, what to expect on exam day, exam creation, and question structure. Included are a study plan template and list of suggested references for each exam content area. Download the ASWB Exam Guidebook The social work licensing exams are high-stakes tests that can affect
a person’s ability to practice social work. ASWB has exam security and confidentiality rules in place to protect exam integrity. Opens in a new window This link will download a file




