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Visual	Arts	Decorative	Art	pottery,	one	of	the	oldest	and	most	widespread	of	the	decorative	arts,	consisting	of	objects	made	of	clay	and	hardened	with	heat.	The	objects	made	are	commonly	useful	ones,	such	as	vessels	for	holding	liquids	or	plates	or	bowls	from	which	food	can	be	served.	Clay,	the	basic	material	of	pottery,	has	two	distinctive
characteristics:	it	is	plastic	(i.e.,	it	can	be	molded	and	will	retain	the	shape	imposed	upon	it);	and	it	hardens	on	firing	to	form	a	brittle	but	otherwise	virtually	indestructible	material	that	is	not	attacked	by	any	of	the	agents	that	corrode	metals	or	organic	materials.	Firing	also	protects	the	clay	body	against	the	effects	of	water.	If	a	sun-dried	clay	vessel
is	filled	with	water,	it	will	eventually	collapse,	but,	if	it	is	heated,	chemical	changes	that	begin	to	take	place	at	about	900	F	(500	C)	preclude	a	return	to	the	plastic	state	no	matter	how	much	water	is	later	in	contact	with	it.	Clay	is	a	refractory	substance;	it	will	vitrify	only	at	temperatures	of	about	2,900	F	(1,600	C).	If	it	is	mixed	with	a	substance	that
will	vitrify	at	a	lower	temperature	(about	2,200	F,	or	1,200	C)	and	the	mixture	is	subjected	to	heat	of	this	order,	the	clay	will	hold	the	object	in	shape	while	the	other	substance	vitrifies.	This	forms	a	nonporous	opaque	body	known	as	stoneware.	When	feldspar	or	soapstone	(steatite)	is	added	to	the	clay	and	exposed	to	a	temperature	of	2,000	to	2,650	F
(1,100	to	1,450	C),	the	product	becomes	translucent	and	is	known	as	porcelain.	In	this	section,	earthenware	is	used	to	denote	all	pottery	substances	that	are	not	vitrified	and	are	therefore	slightly	porous	and	coarser	than	vitrified	materials.	The	line	of	demarcation	between	the	two	classes	of	vitrified	materialsstoneware	and	porcelainis	extremely
vague.	In	the	Western	world,	porcelain	is	usually	defined	as	a	translucent	substancewhen	held	to	the	light	most	porcelain	does	have	this	propertyand	stoneware	is	regarded	as	partially	vitrified	material	that	is	not	translucent.	The	Chinese,	on	the	other	hand,	define	porcelain	as	any	ceramic	material	that	will	give	a	ringing	tone	when	tapped.	None	of
these	definitions	is	completely	satisfactory;	for	instance,	some	thinly	potted	stonewares	are	slightly	translucent	if	they	have	been	fired	at	a	high	temperature,	whereas	some	heavily	potted	porcelains	are	opaque.	Therefore,	the	application	of	the	terms	is	often	a	matter	of	personal	preference	and	should	be	regarded	as	descriptive,	not	definitive.
creamware	vaseCreamware	vase,	Luxembourg,	late	18th	century;	in	the	Victoria	and	Albert	Museum,	London.Earthenware	was	the	first	kind	of	pottery	made,	dating	back	about	9,000	years.	In	the	21st	century,	it	is	still	widely	used.	The	earthenware	body	varies	in	colour	from	buff	to	dark	red	and	from	gray	to	black.	The	body	can	be	covered	or
decorated	with	slip	(a	mixture	of	clay	and	water	in	a	creamlike	consistency,	used	for	adhesive	and	casting	as	well	as	for	decoration),	with	a	clear	glaze,	or	with	an	opaque	tin	glaze.	Tin-glazed	earthenware	is	usually	called	majolica,	faience,	or	delft	(see	below	Decorative	glazing).	If	the	clear-glazed	earthenware	body	is	a	cream	colour,	it	is	called
creamware.	Much	of	the	commercial	earthenware	produced	beginning	in	the	second	half	of	the	20th	century	was	heat-	and	cold-proof	and	could	thus	be	used	for	cooking	and	freezing	as	well	as	for	serving.	Everything	in	Art	and	Design	(Part	Four)	Quiz	Stoneware	is	very	hard	and,	although	sometimes	translucent,	usually	opaque.	The	colour	of	the
body	varies	considerably;	it	can	be	red,	brown,	gray,	white,	or	black.	Yixing	ware	teapotDome-shaped	Yixing	ware	teapot	with	a	six-lobed	body,	by	Gongchun,	1513,	Ming	dynasty;	in	the	Hong	Kong	Museum	of	Art,	Hong	Kong.	Fine	white	stoneware	was	made	in	China	as	early	as	1400	bce	(Shang	dynasty).	In	Korea,	stoneware	was	first	made	during
the	Silla	dynasty	(57	bce935	ce);	in	Japan,	during	the	13th	century	(Kamakura	period).	The	first	production	of	stoneware	in	Europe	was	in	16th-century	Germany.	When	tea	was	first	imported	to	Europe	from	China	in	the	17th	century,	each	chest	was	accompanied	by	a	red	stoneware	pot	made	at	the	Yixing	kilns	in	Jiangsu	province.	This	ware	was
copied	in	Germany,	the	Netherlands,	and	England.	At	the	end	of	the	17th	century,	English	potters	made	a	salt-glazed	white	stoneware	that	was	regarded	by	them	as	a	substitute	for	porcelain	(see	below	Decorative	glazing).	In	the	18th	century,	the	Englishman	Josiah	Wedgwood	made	a	black	stoneware	called	basaltes	and	a	white	stoneware	(coloured
with	metallic	oxides)	called	jasper.	A	fine	white	stoneware,	called	Ironstone	china,	was	introduced	in	England	early	in	the	19th	century.	In	the	20th	century,	stoneware	was	used	mostly	by	artist-potters,	such	as	Bernard	Leach	and	his	followers.	The	origins	of	pottery	date	back	to	the	prehistoric	period,	with	the	earliest	known	pottery	dating	to	around
29,000	BCE.	The	first	pots	were	hand-built,	made	using	primitive	techniques,	and	were	primarily	used	for	practical	purposes	such	as	food	storage	and	cooking.	These	early	pottery	forms	were	simple	and	crude,	yet	they	laid	the	groundwork	for	the	refined	techniques	we	use	today.The	First	Use	of	ClayThe	earliest	evidence	of	pottery	comes	from	the
Jmon	period	in	Japan,	where	people	created	simple,	unglazed	clay	vessels.	These	pots	were	often	decorated	with	intricate	markings	and	shapes,	and	they	were	used	to	store	food,	water,	and	grains.	Its	believed	that	the	discovery	of	firing	clay	led	to	the	creation	of	pottery	as	we	know	it	today.The	Pottery	Wheels	InventionThe	next	major	milestone	in	the
history	of	pottery	occurred	with	the	invention	of	the	pottery	wheel,	believed	to	have	been	developed	around	3,000	BCE	in	Mesopotamia.	The	wheel	revolutionized	pottery	production,	allowing	potters	to	create	more	symmetrical	and	uniform	vessels	with	less	effort.	This	marked	the	beginning	of	a	more	specialized	craft,	as	potters	could	now	focus	on
refining	their	techniques	and	designs.Pottery	became	more	diverse,	with	the	creation	of	various	types	of	pottery,	such	as	earthenware,	stoneware,	and	porcelain.	This	marked	the	dawn	of	pottery	as	both	an	art	form	and	a	practical	skill	that	would	spread	across	the	world.Pottery	in	Ancient	CivilizationsThroughout	history,	pottery	has	played	a
significant	role	in	various	ancient	civilizations.	The	art	of	pottery-making	was	advanced	by	the	Egyptians,	Greeks,	Romans,	and	Chinese,	among	others.	Pottery	was	used	for	both	functional	and	decorative	purposes,	and	its	designs	often	reflected	the	culture	and	beliefs	of	the	time.Ancient	EgyptIn	Ancient	Egypt,	pottery	was	crucial	for	daily	life.	The
Egyptians	created	large	quantities	of	pottery	for	storage,	cooking,	and	burial	rituals.	Their	pottery	was	often	decorated	with	images	of	gods,	pharaohs,	and	scenes	from	daily	life.	The	use	of	pottery	in	funerary	practices	was	especially	important,	with	pots	often	being	placed	in	tombs	to	accompany	the	deceased	into	the	afterlife.Ancient	GreeceThe
Ancient	Greeks	are	known	for	their	advanced	pottery	techniques,	and	their	ceramic	arts	became	highly	sophisticated.	Greek	pottery	is	particularly	famous	for	its	black	and	red-figure	techniques,	which	involved	painting	detailed	scenes	from	mythology,	daily	life,	and	athletic	competitions	on	ceramic	vessels.	These	pieces	were	not	only	functional	but
also	served	as	storytelling	devices.Ancient	ChinaChina	has	a	long	tradition	of	pottery-making,	with	some	of	the	finest	porcelain	pottery	in	the	world	originating	from	this	ancient	civilization.	The	Chinese	developed	porcelain,	a	fine,	translucent	ceramic	material,	which	became	highly	prized	and	traded	across	the	world.	Chinese	pottery	often	featured
intricate	designs	and	motifs,	including	dragons,	flowers,	and	other	symbolic	elements.The	Renaissance	and	the	Rise	of	Pottery	as	ArtDuring	the	Renaissance,	pottery	evolved	from	being	purely	functional	to	being	seen	as	an	art	form.	Pottery	makers	began	to	experiment	with	new	glazes,	shapes,	and	techniques,	leading	to	the	creation	of	more
decorative	pieces	that	were	highly	prized	by	the	wealthy.The	Birth	of	Fine	PorcelainOne	of	the	most	significant	innovations	during	this	period	was	the	creation	of	fine	porcelain,	which	began	in	China	and	later	spread	to	Europe.	The	creation	of	fine	porcelain	was	a	closely	guarded	secret	in	China,	and	European	potters	sought	to	replicate	the
technique.	In	the	18th	century,	the	famous	Meissen	porcelain	factory	in	Germany	successfully	created	European	porcelain,	leading	to	the	proliferation	of	porcelain	pottery	across	Europe.The	Industrial	Revolution	and	Mass	ProductionThe	Industrial	Revolution	in	the	18th	and	19th	centuries	brought	about	significant	changes	in	the	production	of
pottery.	Pottery	became	increasingly	mass-produced,	with	machines	replacing	the	traditional	methods	of	handcrafting.	While	this	made	pottery	more	affordable	and	accessible	to	the	general	public,	it	also	led	to	a	decline	in	the	craftsmanship	of	handmade	pottery.However,	during	this	time,	artists	and	potters	began	to	experiment	with	different
designs,	and	pottery	began	to	be	appreciated	as	an	art	form	in	its	own	right.	The	Arts	and	Crafts	movement	in	the	late	19th	century	led	to	a	renewed	interest	in	handmade	pottery,	and	it	became	a	symbol	of	the	desire	to	return	to	traditional	craftsmanship.Modern	Pottery:	A	Revival	of	Tradition	and	InnovationIn	the	modern	era,	pottery	has	seen	a
revival	of	both	traditional	and	innovative	techniques.	Today,	potters	combine	ancient	methods	with	contemporary	practices,	creating	pieces	that	range	from	functional	objects	to	elaborate	works	of	art.Pottery	as	a	Hobby	and	Art	FormIn	recent	years,	pottery	has	become	increasingly	popular	as	both	a	hobby	and	a	professional	art	form.	Clay	making
places	and	ceramic	arts	studios	have	sprung	up	all	over	the	world,	offering	people	the	opportunity	to	learn	and	practice	pottery.	At	places	like	Mud	Hut	Pottery	Studio,	enthusiasts	can	engage	in	pottery	lessons,	such	as	pottery	spinning	classes,	where	they	learn	how	to	use	a	clay	spinning	wheel	to	create	their	own	pieces.The	availability	of	pottery
classes	for	kids	and	pottery	classes	for	adults	has	also	helped	foster	a	new	generation	of	pottery	lovers.	These	classes	often	focus	on	teaching	people	of	all	skill	levels	the	basics	of	pottery-making,	from	shaping	clay	to	glazing	and	firing.Pottery	Making	Date	Nights	and	PartiesPottery	has	also	become	a	popular	activity	for	socializing,	with	experiences
like	pottery	making	date	nights	and	pottery	making	parties	allowing	people	to	come	together	and	create	pottery	while	having	fun.	These	events,	often	hosted	by	ceramic	arts	studios	or	clay	making	places,	combine	creativity	and	relaxation	in	a	social	atmosphere.At	Mud	Hut	Pottery	Studio,	for	example,	pottery	making	date	nights	are	a	fantastic	way
for	couples	to	bond	while	learning	new	skills.	These	events	create	a	fun	and	supportive	environment	for	individuals	to	experiment	with	clay	and	create	personalized	pottery	pieces	together.Ceramic	Studio	Memberships	and	Ongoing	LearningFor	those	who	want	to	continue	honing	their	pottery	skills,	ceramic	studio	memberships	provide	access	to
facilities	and	resources	to	practice	regularly.	At	Mud	Hut	Pottery	Studio,	members	can	enjoy	24/7	access	to	the	studios	pottery	wheels,	kilns,	and	other	equipment,	allowing	them	to	create	pieces	at	their	own	pace.	These	memberships	are	a	great	way	for	both	hobbyists	and	professionals	to	continue	their	pottery	journey,	refine	their	techniques,	and
stay	connected	to	the	pottery	community.Potterys	Timeless	AppealFrom	its	ancient	beginnings	to	modern-day	artistry,	pottery	has	maintained	its	place	as	a	timeless	and	versatile	craft.	Whether	youre	creating	functional	mugs	or	intricate	sculptures,	pottery	offers	endless	possibilities	for	expression	and	creativity.	And	as	pottery	continues	to	evolve,	it
remains	a	craft	that	brings	people	together	in	ways	that	are	both	meaningful	and	enjoyable.At	Mud	Hut	Pottery	Studio,	pottery	enthusiasts	of	all	levels	can	come	together	to	explore	the	rich	history	and	techniques	of	pottery.	Whether	youre	taking	a	pottery	spinning	class	as	a	beginner	or	working	on	more	advanced	pieces,	Mud	Hut	Pottery	Studio
offers	a	welcoming	and	creative	environment	to	nurture	your	skills.Pottery	has	evolved	significantly	over	the	centuries,	from	its	early	beginnings	as	a	basic	necessity	to	its	current	status	as	a	beloved	art	form.	Whether	youre	learning	the	craft	at	a	ceramic	arts	studio,	attending	a	pottery	making	party,	or	becoming	a	member	of	a	ceramic	studio
membership,	the	journey	of	pottery	is	one	that	connects	you	to	history,	creativity,	and	craftsmanship.As	pottery	continues	to	thrive	in	modern	times,	it	remains	a	symbol	of	human	ingenuity,	culture,	and	artistic	expression.	If	youre	looking	to	dive	into	the	world	of	pottery,	Mud	Hut	Pottery	Studio	offers	an	excellent	starting	point	for	learning,	creating,
and	enjoying	the	timeless	art	of	pottery.Pottery	has	been	a	part	of	most	cultures	for	millennia.	Historical	pottery	has	been	uncovered	and	dates	back	to	before	Ancient	civilizations,	and	it	has	changed	and	evolved	into	what	it	is	today.	Pottery	is	a	little	more	complex	than	you	might	think,	so	to	simplify	things,	we	are	going	to	be	discussing	a	few
relevant	topics	from	the	history	of	pottery	to	pottery	types,	and	how	you	go	about	making	pottery.	Read	on	to	learn	all	about	this	fascinating	subject!What	Is	Pottery?A	basic	definition	of	pottery	is	that	it	is	a	process	of	using	clay	and	other	raw	materials	to	shape	and	form	vessels	or	objects.	These	are	then	fired	at	high	temperatures,	which	helps	to
harden	them	and	make	them	more	durable.	The	person	who	does	this	is	known	as	a	potter,	and	the	place	this	process	is	performed	is	known	as	pottery.	It	is	one	of	the	oldest	forms	of	decorative	art,	which	has	gained	popularity	around	the	world.	Clay	items	consist	of	both	functional	vessels,	such	as	plates	and	bowls	as	well	as	decorative	pieces,	which
are	often	given	a	color	glaze.	Many	of	the	clay	items	are	also	decorated	with	designs	or	carvings.	The	items	require	high	heat,	which	is	done	either	through	a	fire	pit	or	a	kiln.	Both	processes	lead	to	a	change	in	the	rigidity	and	strength	of	the	clay	materials.	Other	examples	of	pottery	include	the	following:TablewareDecorative	itemsSanitaryware	(for
example,	toilets)Technological	and	industrial	applicationsIn	the	case	of	industries,	certain	applications	include	electrical	insulators	and	laboratory	items.	Before	all	the	industrial	applications,	people	from	ancient	civilizations	used	pottery	for	vessels	only.	Even	though	made	from	similar	materials,	sculptures	are	referred	to	as	terracottas.Brief	History
of	PotteryDuring	archeological	excavations,	historical	pottery	is	usually	a	common	item	found,	as	it	is	so	durable	and	abundant	in	many	cultures.	Each	pottery	piece	has	the	potential	to	provide	valuable	information	about	the	area,	society,	and	culture	it	was	obtained	from.Pottery	is	believed	to	be	the	oldest	human	innovation	and	is	said	to	date	back	to
the	Neolithic	period.Where	Does	Pottery	Come	From?Who	invented	pottery	or	where	was	pottery	invented?	You	cannot	pin	down	an	individual	place	or	person	for	the	invention	of	pottery,	as	it	developed	independently	from	different	parts	of	the	world	at	different	times.	Artifacts	and	pottery	items	have	been	unearthed	in	many	parts	of	the	world	that
date	back	thousands	of	years.	Pottery	items	have	been	found	in	China,	Japan,	And	all	over	the	Asian	continent,	South	America,	Sub-Saharan	Africa,	and	the	Middle	East.	Pottery	also	found	its	way	to	Europe	and	the	United	Kingdom.	Historical	pottery	can	be	categorized	into	two	groups,	one	being	the	fine	pottery,	which	is	more	aesthetically	appealing
and	is	well-made	and	expensive.	The	other	is	folk	or	course	pottery	that	is	found	in	most	villages	and	is	undecorated	and	not	as	well-made.Earlier	pottery	items	were	likely	created	by	a	hand-shaping	technique	like	coiling.	These	pottery	items	were	unglazed,	uneven	in	form,	and	were	most	probably	fired	in	a	pit	or	on	an	open	fire.Many	of	these	pottery
items	most	probably	began	as	storage	vessels	for	water	and	food,	and	as	time	progressed,	the	functional	aspect	remained	but	more	artistic	techniques	and	uses	developed.	The	potters	wheel	is	believed	to	have	been	invented	between	6.000	and	4.000	BC	by	the	Mesopotamians,	which	transformed	how	pottery	was	produced.	It	was	also	found	that
molds	were	also	used	as	early	as	the	fifth	and	sixth	centuries.	Slip	casting	has	also	been	proven	to	be	in	use	during	the	Tang	Dynasty	(618	907	A.D)	in	China.	This	is	a	way	to	shape	irregularly	shaped	clay	items	that	can	also	be	mass-produced	by	filling	molds	with	slip.	Slip	is	a	blend	of	dry	clay	with	water.Archeologists	have	gained	great	insight	into
various	cultures,	just	by	observing	and	studying	pottery.	Since	it	is	such	a	durable	material,	pottery	is	one	of	the	more	common	materials	found	at	dig	sites.Pottery	and	the	Industrial	RevolutionEver	since	the	Industrial	Revolution	(1760	1840),	pottery	has	transformed	from	being	a	village	craft	to	being	mass-produced	in	factories.	For	example,	before
the	revolution,	people	mostly	used	wood	or	pewter,	but	mass-produced	ceramic	dinner	plates	became	more	popular.	During	this	transition,	much	of	the	skill	and	knowledge	of	old	craftsmen	were	lost.	The	bisque	firing	also	came	from	this	time	before	pottery	went	through	a	single	firing	process.	Single	firing	takes	time	and	requires	skill	to	produce	a
pottery	item.	This	might	have	been	okay	for	a	village	potter	but	is	not	the	best	technique	to	create	large	quantities	of	duplicated	pots.	Bisque	firing	involves	a	first	firing,	which	transforms	the	clay.	The	clay	is	still	porous	and	will	absorb	the	glaze.	The	pottery	item	is	then	fired	a	second	time,	which	sets	the	clay	and	glaze	further.	The	process	helps	form
a	more	uniform	item.Pottery	in	the	Modern	WorldBy	the	twentieth	century,	most	traditional	pottery	craftsmen	were	only	found	in	a	few	villages,	mainly	in	Japan,	China,	and	other	Third	World	countries.	It	has	been	brought	back	to	places	like	London	and	the	United	States	with	the	help	of	people	like	Bernard	Leach	(1887	1979),	a	British	potter	who
spent	time	in	Japan	learning	from	a	Japanese	master	potter.	He	opened	up	a	pottery	shop	in	England,	which	is	known	today	as	Leach	Pottery.	He	also	visited	the	United	States	and	taught	classes,	which	influenced	up-and-coming	American	artists	like	Warren	MacKenzie	(1924	2018),	reviving	the	traditional	craft	of	making	pottery.Today,	you	can	get
electric	or	gas	kilns	and	the	diversity	of	what	you	can	do	with	pottery	is	diverse,	ranging	from	heavy	stoneware	to	delicate	porcelain	items.Materials	and	Tools	for	Making	PotteryThere	are	various	pottery	types	available,	which	we	will	be	discussing	further	down	in	the	article.	However,	the	general	materials	and	tools	you	will	need	are	included	in	the
following	list.ClayKilnPottery	wheelModeling	toolsGlazes	and	paintsThese	are	the	basic	materials	you	will	need,	and	you	can	always	upgrade	as	you	get	more	experienced.	The	type	of	kiln	you	purchase	will	depend	on	various	factors,	such	as	what	clay	you	will	be	working	with	or	the	type	of	glaze	you	will	be	using,	as	well	as	the	size	and	quantity	you
will	be	making.	An	electric	kiln	is	quite	popular	as	it	can	adjust	the	temperature	requirements	if	you	need	to.	Potters	all	have	their	own	techniques	they	use	and	depend	on	the	idea	and	purpose	of	the	potter.	If	you	are	only	starting	and	simply	want	to	hand-shape	the	clay,	then	you	do	not	need	a	potters	wheel.	However,	this	can	produce	uneven	clay
shapes,	so	if	you	want	to	be	more	consistent	and	produce	more,	then	you	should	invest	in	a	potters	wheel.Clay	ToolsThere	are	quite	a	few	different	tools	you	can	use	with	clay,	which	all	produce	different	effects.	You	can	get	away	with	only	the	first	three	items	on	the	materials	list,	but	if	you	want	to	be	more	creative,	then	adding	some	of	the	following
tools	can	help.Needle	tools:	These	are	used	for	carving,	piercing,	trimming,	and	measuring	thickness.Ribbon	tools:	When	you	are	shaping	clay	by	hand,	you	can	use	ribbon	tools	for	carving	and	trimming.Cutter	wires:	These	are	perfect	for	cutting	large	blocks	of	clay	easily.Brushes:	These	can	help	you	to	apply	the	glaze	and	clay	slip	and	other
purposes.Clay	scrapers:	The	scrapers	can	be	used	to	smooth	out	the	clay	surface,	and	are	used	for	sculpting.Sponges:	Use	sponges	for	cleaning	and	shaping	the	clay	surface.Towels:	Working	with	clay	can	become	messy,	so	having	a	few	towels	around,	and	wearing	an	apron	can	help.	Glazes	and	PaintsThe	most	common	way	of	decorating	clay	items	is
by	applying	glazes	and	paints.	There	are	other	more	challenging	techniques,	such	as	transfer	painting	or	carving,	but	you	can	always	learn	these	techniques	after	you	have	mastered	the	basics.	Glazing	is	very	easy	to	do	and	is	a	liquid	that	is	available	in	many	different	colors	you	can	apply	to	the	clay.	It	will	produce	a	smooth	and	glossy	surface	once	it
has	been	fired.	The	glaze	also	helps	to	waterproof	clay	pieces.The	paints	used	on	clay	can	include	liquid	latex	or	acrylic	paints.	Both	glazes	and	paints	are	readily	available	and	affordable.Pottery	and	CeramicsAre	ceramics	and	pottery	the	same?	Many	use	these	terms	interchangeably,	and	in	many	ways	they	are	similar.	The	term	ceramics	comes	from
the	Greek	language	and	means	for	or	of	pottery.	Both	follow	the	same	process	of	taking	clay	objects,	shaping,	and	decorating	them,	and	then	hardening	them	at	high	temperatures.Clay	is	itself	a	natural	substance	that	is	malleable	and	will	harden	when	super-heated.	You	can	say	that	pottery	is	a	form	of	ceramics	and	mainly	focuses	on	the	creation	of	a
functional	vessel,	such	as	a	bowl	or	mug.	A	ceramic	piece	focuses	more	on	the	artistic	side	of	the	clay,	such	as	clay	sculptures.	Ceramics	also	have	broader	applications,	for	example,	industrial	ceramics	can	include	a	variety	of	materials,	such	as	silica	carbide	that	improve	strength	and	durability.	As	mentioned,	many	use	either	term,	but	others	again
distinguish	between	the	two.	You	will	also	find	that	modern	pottery	is	divided	into	two	categories,	which	include	commercial	pottery	and	studio	pottery.	One	is	mass	produced,	while	the	other	is	done	by	an	individual	potter	or	ceramicist.Pottery	TypesNow	that	we	have	covered	the	basic	materials	and	tools	needed	for	pottery,	let	us	take	a	closer	look
at	the	different	pottery	types	available.	There	are	three	main	categories	for	clay,	including	earthenware,	stoneware,	and	porcelain.All	of	these	pottery	types	can	be	unglazed	or	glazed	and	can	also	be	decorated	using	different	techniques.EarthenwareThis	is	the	most	common	type	of	clay	or	pottery	and	is	often	what	is	used	for	things	like	roof	tiles	and
bricks.	The	name	comes	from	its	earthy	type	of	color	and	the	origins	of	the	clay.	Once	fired,	the	unglazed	clay	remains	semi-soft	and	can	be	scratched	or	even	broken.	The	clay	also	becomes	porous,	so	liquids	will	be	absorbed.	The	clay	can	then	be	glazed	and	fired	again.	The	earthenware	clay	matures	around	1700	and	2075	degrees	Fahrenheit	(927-
1135	degrees	Celsius).	The	clay	itself	contains	quartz,	which	is	a	crystalline	type	of	mineral	as	well	as	feldspar,	which	you	can	find	in	most	rocks.	It	also	contains	iron	oxide,	and	this	is	what	gives	the	earthenware	its	distinctive	reddish-brown	color.The	wet	clay	also	comes	in	a	range	of	colors	from	brown,	red,	and	orange	to	gray.	Once	fired,	the	clay
can	also	be	similar	colors	as	well	as	white.The	clay	can	also	contain	many	impurities,	which	it	collects	throughout	the	whole	process.	The	clay	is	easy	to	manipulate	and	is	also	easier	to	fire	than	stoneware.	There	are	a	variety	of	types	of	glaze	and	glaze	colors	that	can	be	applied.	The	glaze	remains	on	the	surface	of	the	clay	and	does	not	mix	with	the
clay.	In	the	early	years,	this	pottery	type	was	usually	fired	at	low	temperatures	in	an	open	fire	or	fire	pit.	The	clay	was	hand	formed	and	decorated,	and	often	only	had	a	single	firing.	Since	the	clay	remained	porous,	it	was	not	much	use	for	storing	liquids,	or	as	certain	tableware	items.	The	reddish-brown	clay	is	popularly	referred	to	as	terracotta	in	its
unglazed	state,	or	when	it	is	used	for	sculpting.The	use	of	ceramic	glaze	helped	make	the	pottery	more	impermeable,	which	made	the	pottery	items	more	useful	and	practical.StonewareThis	pottery	type	is	fired	at	higher	temperatures	2192	degrees	Fahrenheit	(1200	degrees	Celsius).	The	process	is	known	as	vitrification,	where	the	item	becomes	non-
porous	and	similar	to	a	glass	surface.	There	is	a	range	of	types	of	stoneware	clay,	the	most	common	being	traditional	and	fine	stoneware.	When	the	glaze	is	applied,	during	firing,	it	mixes	with	the	clay.	Stoneware	is	often	gray	when	moist,	and	when	it	has	been	fired,	it	can	show	colors	from	light	to	medium	gray,	and	brown.The	Chinese	are	credited	for
developing	stoneware,	it	is	grouped	together	with	porcelain	that	is	fired	at	higher	temperatures.	Stoneware	came	to	the	European	region	during	the	Middle	Ages,	as	proper	clay	was	less	abundant,	and	the	kilns	were	not	as	effective.	Stoneware	became	a	specialty	with	German	potters,	until	the	Renaissance	period.	Stoneware	can	be	further
categorized	as	a	midrange	or	high-fire	stoneware.	The	midrange	stoneware	is	also	known	as	ovenware	as	it	is	often	used	to	visually	determine	the	oven	temperature	in	a	kiln	by	using	a	few	clay	cones	that	melt	at	specific	temperatures.	This	type	of	stoneware	is	easier	to	achieve	at	home	in	an	electric	kiln.	The	high-fire	stoneware	is	non-porous	and
extremely	durable	due	to	the	high	temperatures	used,	which	can	be	2300-2400	degrees	Fahrenheit	(1260-1315	degrees	Celsius).	This	stoneware	is	often	used	for	functional	pottery,	but	the	process	is	usually	expensive	and	time-consuming.	Due	to	the	higher	temperatures,	kilns	tend	to	wear	out	faster.Stoneware	is	quite	durable	and	is	most	commonly
used	in	cookware	for	cooking	and	baking,	as	it	can	evenly	distribute	heat	during	the	cooking	process.	It	is	also	used	for	storage	containers,	or	as	vases	and	serving	dishes.PorcelainPorcelain	was	also	something	that	was	developed	first	in	China,	during	what	is	known	as	the	Tang	Dynasty	(618-907).	When	suitable	amounts	of	kaolin	clay	were	found	in
Japan	and	Korea	by	the	late	16th	century,	porcelain	was	also	made	in	these	areas.	Only	after	about	the	18th	century	was	porcelain	made	outside	East	Asia.	The	process	involves	heating	materials	that	include	kaolin	at	temperatures	ranging	from	2200-2600	degrees	Fahrenheit	(1200-1400	degrees	Celsius).	This	is	higher	than	for	your	other	pottery
types.The	strength,	durability,	white	color,	and	translucent	look	of	porcelain	are	achieved	through	a	vitrification	process,	where	the	mineral	mullite	is	formed	at	high	temperatures.	Porcelain	is	used	in	a	wide	application	range	from	delicate	tableware	to	being	used	as	dental	crowns	or	for	electrical	insulation.The	Basics	of	How	to	Make	PotteryCreating
pottery	is	a	fun,	creative	and	fun	activity	that	can	help	to	relieve	stress	and	maybe	even	make	some	extra	cash	out	of	it.	How	to	make	pottery?	There	are	a	few	steps	you	need	to	follow,	and	we	will	be	dealing	with	a	basic	overview	of	what	you	need	to	do	when	making	pottery.Choosing	the	Type	of	ClayWe	have	already	dealt	with	the	different	pottery
types.	So,	depending	on	the	purpose,	you	will	need	to	choose	a	suitable	clay.	The	most	common	clay	is	the	earthenware	option.	Potters	clay	is	usually	readily	available	from	a	local	ceramic	store	or	even	online	at	Amazon.	Preparing	the	ClayThis	is	also	known	as	wedging	clay	when	done	manually	and	is	a	process	of	kneading	the	clay	to	eliminate	air
bubbles,	which	also	helps	make	the	clay	easier	to	work	with.	The	process	also	gives	the	clay	a	more	even	consistency	and	maintains	even	moisture	levels.You	can	also	achieve	this	process	by	working	with	a	machine	known	as	a	vacuum	pug.Shaping	the	ClayThe	most	simple	way	of	shaping	clay	is	through	using	various	hand-building	techniques.	The
two	more	common	methods	are	coiling	and	pinching.	Another	popular	technique	is	called	throwing,	which	uses	a	potters	wheel.	Other	more	technical	techniques	use	molds	and	machines,	for	example,	slip	casting,	mold	casting,	and	RAM	pressing.	Let	us	look	at	the	more	basic	shaping	techniques.	Coiling	TechniqueThis	is	a	technique	that	has	been
used	since	the	beginning	and	uses	coils	of	clay	that	are	layered	on	top	of	each	other.	The	coils	are	added	until	the	form	of	the	bowl	or	container	can	be	distinguished.	You	can	create	a	larger	base,	which	becomes	narrower,	or	begin	with	a	narrow	base	and	widen	the	clay.	When	working	with	clay,	the	walls	remain	intact	and	will	not	collapse,	which
makes	it	quite	a	versatile	technique.	The	clay	needs	to	be	moist,	soft,	and	pliable	to	work.	The	coils	are	attached	by	scoring	and	slipping	to	create	a	nice	seal.	Scoring	simply	means	marking	the	area	with	a	needle	tool.	Slip	is	a	little	bit	of	dry	clay	that	is	mixed	with	water,	which	can	be	applied	by	using	a	brush.This	is	an	ideal	technique	for	beginners
and	does	not	require	many	tools	to	complete.	However,	the	coils	must	be	sealed	properly	if	you	want	the	item	to	hold	liquid.Pinching	TechniqueAnother	simple	technique	is	the	pinch	pot	technique.	All	you	need	to	do	is	take	a	ball	of	clay	and	shape	it	by	pinching	the	clay.	This	does	limit	you	in	that	the	size	of	an	item	will	be	smaller.	The	technique	does
allow	more	control,	and	there	are	no	tools	needed,	which	makes	it	ideal	for	beginners.	You	will	develop	an	awareness	of	the	clay	and	how	it	feels.	However,	you	can	mistakenly	make	the	walls	a	bit	too	thin,	which	can	render	the	item	useless.	Once	you	master	this	technique,	you	can	advance	to	wheel	throwing.	Throwing	TechniqueThis	is	where	the
pottery	wheel	comes	into	play,	which	helps	you	to	shape	the	clay.	As	a	beginner,	you	can	also	start	with	the	wheel,	but	it	is	a	bit	more	challenging	than	the	previous	techniques.	You	need	to	make	sure	that	the	clay	is	perfectly	centered	on	the	wheel,	and	the	walls	need	to	be	created	so	they	do	not	collapse.	This	can	take	time	to	learn	and	perfect.For
this	technique,	you	will	need	the	pottery	wheel	and	a	few	other	tools.	These	can	include	various	tools	like	a	wire	clay	cutter,	sponges,	a	needle	tool,	a	modeling	tool,	and	a	metal	scraper	among	others.	You	can	purchase	tool	sets	for	this	purpose.This	technique	goes	much	faster	than	the	previous	techniques,	and	the	clay	item	comes	off	the	wheel
looking	better	than	the	hand-building	methods.	This	technique	does	cost	more	and	does	take	time	to	master.	If	you	do	mess	up,	you	can	simply	use	another	clay	piece	or	the	same	clay	to	start	over.	The	pot	you	are	making	should	have	a	uniform	thickness,	which	can	be	about	a	quarter	of	an	inch	thick.	If	not,	the	pot	can	crack	if	it	is	uneven	and	too
thin.Drying	the	ClayBefore	firing,	any	moisture	in	the	clay	must	be	removed.	There	are	a	few	different	stages	and	identifying	names	to	this	process.	You	have	what	is	known	as	greenware,	which	is	unfired	items	that	are	still	malleable.	The	next	stage	is	known	as	leather-hard,	which	means	it	has	dried	partially	and	has	a	leather-type	feel.	Items	at	this
stage	are	firm,	but	slightly	pliable	and	can	be	trimmed,	sculpted,	or	carved,	or	you	can	add	handles,	depending	on	what	you	are	making.	You	can	also	add	underglaze.	The	third	stage	is	known	as	bone-dry,	where	there	is	very	little	to	no	moisture	present.	When	this	stage	is	reached,	the	pottery	item	can	be	fired.	The	item	is	quite	fragile	at	this	point
and	should	be	treated	carefully.	Also,	if	the	item	is	not	dry	and	it	is	fired,	it	could	crack	or	even	explode	in	the	kiln.	Moisture	can	also	affect	electrical	kilns,	and	you	will	have	to	replace	the	kiln	often.	It	could	take	up	to	a	week	or	more	to	dry	properly,	as	it	depends	on	the	climate	you	live	in.Firing	the	ClayFiring	starts	a	process	that	changes	the	body
of	the	clay.	Some	of	these	changes	include	sintering,	which	is	the	fusing	of	coarse	particles,	which	can	also	mean	something	along	the	lines	of	forming	a	solid	mass.	The	reason	for	the	firing	is	to	permanently	harden	the	pottery	item.	The	most	common	method	used	for	this	process	is	a	kiln,	which	today,	can	be	electrical	or	gas	operated.Other	methods
are	available,	such	as	using	the	traditional	fire	pit,	where	wood	or	coal	is	used.	There	are	also	different	stages	to	firing,	which	include	Bisque	and	glazed	fired.Bisque	FiredThis	is	the	first	firing	stage	after	the	clay	has	been	shaped	and	becomes	bone-dry.	The	result	is	both	chemical	and	physical	changes	in	the	clay.	The	pottery	item	is	usually	heated
slowly	and	must	cool	slowly	and	can	take	up	to	10	hours	or	more	depending	on	the	size	and	type	of	kiln.	The	purpose	of	bisque	firing	is	to	make	the	clay	harder,	stronger,	and	more	porous.	This	makes	the	glazes	and	stains	bond	to	the	surface	well.	The	bisque	firing	also	removes	any	residual	moisture	and	will	burn	off	any	organic	matter.	Glaze
FiredThis	is	the	final	stage	and	is	applied	to	bisque	ware	that	has	been	glazed.	Underglazes	and	stains	have	also	been	applied	before	this	stage.	The	heat	causes	the	glaze	to	bond	to	the	pottery	surface.	The	process	also	enhances	the	physical	and	chemical	changes	of	the	clay.Taking	into	account	packing	the	kiln,	heating	it,	and	cooling	it	down,	it	can
take	up	to	three	days	for	the	firing	process.Glazing	the	PotteryThis	is	done	before	the	final	firing	process	and	after	bisque	firing.	At	this	stage,	you	can	apply	an	underglaze	or	glaze.	Underglaze	is	a	color	or	design	that	is	applied	before	adding	the	glaze.	There	are	a	few	ways	you	can	apply	the	glaze,	from	using	a	brush	to	spraying	it	on,	dipping	the
pottery	item	into	it,	or	pouring	the	glaze	over.	The	three	main	types	of	glaze	include	satin,	matte,	and	gloss.	There	are	also	other	methods	of	decorating	clay,	such	as	burnishing	or	applying	a	transfer	print	known	as	lithography,	amongst	others.	Uses	of	PotteryThe	original	purpose	of	pottery	was	as	storage	vessels	or	bowls	and	plates.	However,	other
uses	have	also	been	recorded.	For	example,	fishermen	used	clay	weights	on	their	fishing	nets.	Ancient	Egyptians	used	pottery	as	household	wares,	but	there	were	also	pottery	items	that	were	used	for	ritual	or	ceremonial	purposes	and	are	often	found	in	burial	grounds	or	tombs.The	Greeks	made	pottery	into	an	art	form,	and	back	in	those	days,	the
potters	were	considered	craftsmen.	Again,	many	of	the	items	were	made	for	storing	things	like	olive	oil	and	wine.The	vessels	were	beautifully	decorated	with	images	from	Greek	mythology.	In	Africa,	pottery	is	also	used	for	similar	purposes,	but	also	for	other	religious	or	magical	purposes.	Some	pots	were	even	used	as	musical	instruments	in	parts	of
Nigeria.	These	are	only	a	limited	number	of	examples	of	the	use	of	pottery	in	the	past.	Today,	pottery	is	still	used	for	practical	purposes,	but	it	has	also	become	a	decorative	art.	Different	types	of	pottery	or	clay	are	also	used	in	the	construction	business,	for	example,	floor	tiles	and	bricks.	Depending	on	the	pottery	type,	various	modern	items	are	made
from	clay.	There	are	diverse	ceramic	applications	including	being	used	in	spark	plugs,	artificial	joints,	or	fiber	optics.	Below	is	a	short	list	of	other	uses	as	there	are	many	other	places	where	pottery	can	be	used.Pizza	ovensElectrical	insulatorsPerfume	bottlesMusical	instrumentsFlower	potsLampsJewelryToysCooking	potsDentures	and
crownsDecorative	itemsArt	piecesMaking	pottery	is	something	that	can	be	done	by	anybody,	both	young	and	old.	There	are	also	easy	techniques	you	can	use	that	require	little	to	no	tools	to	begin	with.	You	can	also	challenge	yourself	with	more	advanced	pottery	techniques,	so	there	is	something	for	everyone	when	it	comes	to	creating	amazing	pottery
pieces!Take	a	look	at	our	pottery	webstory	here!Frequently	Asked	QuestionsWhat	Is	Pottery?Pottery	can	be	described	as	the	process	of	taking	clay,	whatever	pottery	clay	type,	and	shaping	it	to	form	an	object.	This	object	is	then	decorated	and	fired	to	form	a	hardened	and	more	durable	pottery	item.Who	Invented	Pottery?Where	was	pottery	invented
and	who	invented	it	cannot	be	pinpointed	to	an	exact	time,	person,	or	place.	Pottery	developed	in	various	countries	at	different	times.	Many	of	the	techniques	came	from	China,	but	many	countries	also	developed	their	own	forms	of	pottery	that	have	all	contributed	to	what	we	know	of	pottery	today.What	Are	the	Three	Main	Pottery	Types?There	are
many	different	forms	of	clay,	but	there	are	three	main	pottery	types	you	can	choose	from.	These	include	the	more	common	earthenware,	durable	stoneware,	and	beautiful	porcelain.	In	2005,	Charlene	completed	her	Wellness	Diplomas	in	Therapeutic	Aromatherapy	and	Reflexology	from	the	International	School	of	Reflexology	and	Meridian	Therapy.
She	worked	for	a	company	offering	corporate	wellness	programs	for	a	couple	of	years,	before	opening	up	her	own	therapy	practice.	It	was	in	2015	that	a	friend,	who	was	a	digital	marketer,	asked	her	to	join	her	company	as	a	content	creator,	and	this	is	where	she	found	her	excitement	for	writing.Since	joining	the	content	writing	world,	she	has	gained
a	lot	of	experience	over	the	years	writing	on	a	diverse	selection	of	topics,	from	beauty,	health,	wellness,	travel,	and	more.	Due	to	various	circumstances,	she	had	to	close	her	therapy	practice	and	is	now	a	full-time	freelance	writer.	Being	a	creative	person,	she	could	not	pass	up	the	opportunity	to	contribute	to	the	Art	in	Context	team,	where	is	was	in
her	element,	writing	about	a	variety	of	art	and	craft	topics.	Contributing	articles	for	over	three	years	now,	her	knowledge	in	this	area	has	grown,	and	she	has	gotten	to	explore	her	creativity	and	improve	her	research	and	writing	skills.Charlene	Lewis	has	been	working	for	artincontext.org	since	the	relaunch	in	2020.	She	is	an	experienced	writer	and
mainly	focuses	on	the	topics	of	color	theory,	painting	and	drawing.Learn	more	about	Charlene	Lewis	and	the	Art	in	Context	Team.	Pottery	is	the	great	survivor	of	history.	Pottery	vessels	have	rarely	ever	attracted	tomb	robbers	and	the	material	can	not	be	reused	like	bronze	or	gold.	Even	if	smashed	to	pieces,	pots	can	be	painstakingly	put	back
together	again	and	clay	is	impervious	to	damp,	mould,	insects	or	even	time	itself.	And	pottery	is	plentiful	-	rubbish	dumps,	wells,	and	tombs	the	world	over	are	rich	sources	of	this	everyday	material.	Pottery	can	be	used	to	date	archaeological	sites,	reveals	long-forgotten	trade	links,	the	decoration	can	show	artistic	evolution	within	cultures	and	it	often
reveals	details	of	everyday	life	from	clothing	to	religious	rituals,	from	eating	habits	to	now-lost	versions	of	otherwise	well-known	myths.	Finally,	the	finer	pieces	of	pottery	are	artworks	in	themselves,	revealing	sophisticated	firing	techniques	and	exquisite	painting	skills.	In	this	collection,	we	look	at	the	pottery	of	some	of	the	most	famous	producers	of
wares	in	history	such	as	the	striking	black	figures	on	ancient	Greek	pottery,	the	three-dimensional	models	in	clay	beloved	by	the	Etruscans	and,	perhaps	the	two	finest	examples	of	the	ceramic	arts	ever	produced,	Celadon	pottery	from	Korea	and	Ming	dynasty	porcelain.	The	Marine	style,	perhaps,	produced	the	most	distinctive	of	all	Minoan	pottery
with	detailed,	naturalistic	depictions	of	octopuses,	argonauts,	starfish,	triton	shells,	sponges,	coral,	rocks	and	seaweed.	Further,	the	Minoans	took	full	advantage	of	the	fluidity	of	these	sea	creatures	to	fill	and	surround	the	curved	surfaces	of	their	pottery	in	a	truly	unique	artistic	style	which	effortlessly	conveys	the	obvious	love	these	island	people	had
for	the	sea.	World	History	Encyclopedia	is	a	non-profit	organization.	Please	support	free	history	education	for	millions	of	learners	worldwide	for	only	$5	per	month	by	becoming	a	member.	Thank	you!	World	History	Encyclopedia	is	a	non-profit	organization.	Please	support	free	history	education	for	millions	of	learners	worldwide	for	only	$5	per	month
by	becoming	a	member.	Thank	you!	Become	a	Member	Donate	Uploaded	by	Mark	Cartwright,	published	on	18	August	2019.	The	copyright	holder	has	published	this	content	under	the	following	license:	Creative	Commons	Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike.	This	license	lets	others	remix,	tweak,	and	build	upon	this	content	non-commercially,	as
long	as	they	credit	the	author	and	license	their	new	creations	under	the	identical	terms.	When	republishing	on	the	web	a	hyperlink	back	to	the	original	content	source	URL	must	be	included.	Please	note	that	content	linked	from	this	page	may	have	different	licensing	terms.	BOOK	A	COOKING	CLASS	NEAR	YOU	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the
material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were
made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that
legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,
other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Physically,	there	is	no	distinction	between	ceramics	and	pottery	because	they	are	both	made	the	same	way.	Each	piece	must	go	through	a	process	that	includes	forming,	firing,	glazing,	and	refiring	before	it	is	complete.	Even	though	ceramics	and	pottery	are
technically	the	same	thing,	people	still	tend	to	place	different	meanings	on	each	term.	Ceramics	are	frequently	thought	of	as	pieces	of	fine	art	that	are	created	to	be	visually	appealing	rather	than	have	a	function.	Pottery	is	a	term	commonly	used	to	describe	something	made	to	be	useful,	thereby	serving	a	purpose	in	daily	life.	It	is	not	uncommon	to
hear	someone	refer	to	ceramics	to	describe	the	art	form	as	a	whole,	including	pottery.	Likewise,	some	people	use	the	word	pottery	to	describe	the	creation	of	both.	In	artistic	circles,	pottery	is	also	a	word	commonly	associated	with	work	of	lesser	or	unprofessional	quality.	Ceramics	may	be	thought	of	as	a	piece	of	high-quality,	fine	art.	Professional
sculptors	generally	prefer	for	their	work	to	be	referred	to	as	ceramics	instead	of	pottery	because	of	the	difference	in	sophistication	associated	with	each	word.	There	are	three	main	types	of	ceramics	and	pottery:	earthenware,	stoneware,	and	porcelain.	Earthenware	is	porous	and	generally	more	fragile	than	other	types	of	pottery.	Stoneware	is
waterproof	and	frequently	used	to	make	dishes,	although	some	artists	like	to	use	it	as	well.	The	primary	difference	between	porcelain	and	stoneware	is	that	porcelain	is	usually	more	opaque	and	might	appear	translucent	under	bright	light.	The	creation	of	ceramics	and	pottery	typically	begins	with	the	mixing	of	clay.	Contrary	to	what	some	people	may
think,	artists	do	not	often	take	the	clay	directly	from	the	ground.	They	normally	use	special	clay	comprised	of	different	ingredients	to	form	what	they	refer	to	as	the	"clay	body."	After	the	clay	has	been	mixed,	it	can	be	formed	into	the	desired	shape	using	a	pottery	wheel	or	mold	and	left	to	dry	out.	A	kiln	may	then	be	used	to	fire,	or	bake,	the	clay	so	it
will	be	ready	for	decoration	and	finish.	Two	well-known	ceramicists	are	Bennett	Bean	and	Hideaki	Miyamura.	Bean,	whose	work	is	displayed	in	the	Philadelphia	Museum	of	Art,	may	be	best	known	for	creating	bowls	and	teapots	out	of	earthenware.	Miyamura	uses	iridescent	glazes	on	his	works	that	appear	to	change	color	depending	on	the	angle	at
which	they	are	viewed.	Pieces	created	by	Miyamura	can	be	found	at	the	Art	Institute	of	Chicago	and	The	Smithsonian	Institute,	as	well	as	numerous	other	places.	HomeQuestionsAnswered	is	dedicated	to	providing	accurate	and	trustworthy	information.	We	carefully	select	reputable	sources	and	employ	a	rigorous	fact-checking	process	to	maintain	the
highest	standards.	To	learn	more	about	our	commitment	to	accuracy,	read	our	editorial	process.	By	Anna	T.	Anna	Thurman	is	a	skilled	writer	who	lends	her	talents	to	HomeQuestionsAnswered.	Her	ability	to	research	and	present	information	in	an	engaging	and	accessible	manner	allows	her	to	create	content	that	resonates	with	readers	across	a	wide
range	of	subjects.	Have	you	ever	wondered	about	the	difference	between	ceramics	vs	pottery?	After	all,	its	all	clay,	right?	Well,	yes,	but	there	are	also	a	few	differences	among	the	two	artistic	subjects.	From	coffee	mugs,	serving	bowls	and	vases	to	intricate	sculpture	and	detailed	figurines,	artisans	have	been	creating	ceramics	and	pottery	for
thousands	of	years.	Whether	youre	trying	to	get	into	a	new	creative	outlet	or	just	have	a	renewed	curiosity	after	visiting	a	museum	exhibit	filled	with	Aztec,	ancient	Chinese,	Neolithic	and	15th-century	Japanese	pottery	collections,	the	form	and	function	of	these	decorative	and	useful	objects	is	an	interesting	study.	According	to	the	National	Library	of
Medicine,	creative	expression	and	artistic	engagement	even	have	positive	effects	on	health.	You	cant	beat	that!	But	whats	the	difference	between	ceramics	vs	pottery	anyway?	Keep	reading	to	find	out!	Jump	to	Section	Understanding	Ceramics	vs	Pottery	When	it	comes	to	pottery	for	beginners,	one	of	the	best	ways	to	understand	ceramics	vs	pottery	is
to	take	an	interactive	class.	Lessons	like	pottery	classes	in	San	Francisco	and	pottery	classes	in	San	Diego	teach	the	fundamentals	of	pottery	wheels	and	throwing	techniques	while	teaching	you	how	to	make	vases,	cups,	mugs	and	small	sculptures.	Check	out	pottery	classes	near	you	to	find	a	wide	array	of	fun	and	informative	sessions	where	you	can
learn	the	basics	of	ceramics	vs	pottery.	via	CanvaCeramics	vs	Pottery	Similarities	and	Differences	There	are	similarities	in	ceramics	vs	pottery,	which	is	probably	why	it	causes	such	confusion.	Theyre	both	made	from	clay,	but	the	main	difference	comes	in	the	use	of	the	item	thats	created.	Ceramics	are	items	made	from	a	non-metal	material	(such	as
clay)	that	changes	when	exposed	to	high	heat	(like	that	lump	of	clay	turning	into	a	beautiful	sculpture).	Pottery	is	a	type	of	ceramic,	specifically	a	vessel	that	holds	something	(coffee	mug,	cereal	bowl	you	get	the	idea).	To	put	it	simply,	an	art	piece	made	from	clay	would	be	called	a	ceramic.	A	coffee	mug	or	vase	made	from	clay	would	be	considered
ceramic	pottery.	via	CanvaPottery	Definition	The	best	way	to	understand	the	pottery	definition	is	to	think	of	it	as	a	vessel	made	of	clay	that	holds	something,	such	as	a	mug,	vase	or	a	serving	bowl.	Pottery	consists	of	three	main	categories:	earthenware,	stoneware	and	porcelain.	Earthenware	Earthenware	is	clay	thats	fired	at	a	low	temperature	(1,000
1,150	degrees	Celcius).	It	becomes	porous	and	coarse,	then	is	glazed	and	re-fired.	The	glaze	sits	atop	the	earthenware	in	its	own	separate	layer.	The	clay	used	to	make	earthenware	is	made	from	quartz	(a	crystalline	mineral)	and	feldspar	(a	rock	forming	mineral)	as	well	as	iron	oxide,	which	gives	it	that	orange-ish	color.	The	impurities	in	the	clay	are
due	to	traveling	distances	and	mixing	with	water	and	dirt	along	the	way.	via	CanvaStoneware	Stoneware	is	clay	thats	fired	at	a	high	temperature	(1,200	degrees	Celcius)	in	a	process	thats	called	vitrification.	During	this	process,	the	object	becomes	the	consistency	of	glass.	Its	non-porous.	When	glaze	is	applied,	the	glaze	and	clay	become	a	mixed
layer.	Stoneware	refers	to	a	variety	of	diverse	types	of	clay.	via	CanvaPorcelain	Porcelain,	also	known	as	fine	china,	is	that	extremely	delicate	stuff	in	Grandmas	cabinet	that	youre	not	allowed	to	touch.	Its	a	hard	and	translucent	white	ceramic.	Granite	and	feldspar	minerals	are	mixed	with	a	fine	white	clay	and	water.	It	then	gets	fired	at	1,200	to	1,450
degrees	Celcius,	decorated	with	glaze	and	then	re-fired.	It	also	contains	kaolinite	(a	primary	clay).	This	type	of	clay	doesnt	travel	far	from	the	point	of	origin,	so	it	doesnt	have	as	many	impurities	as	earthenware.	via	CanvaPottery	Techniques	and	Ideas	Pottery	can	be	made	on	a	potters	wheel	or	formed	by	hand.	Lets	take	a	look	at	some	of	the	basic
techniques	and	steps	involved	in	pottery	making.	Throwing	Wheel	throwing	is	the	most	recognized	technique	for	creating	pottery.	A	pottery	wheel	is	used,	which	is	a	fun	aspect	of	learning	ceramics	vs	pottery.	A	big	piece	of	wet	clay	is	clumped	onto	the	wheel,	and	the	potter	uses	their	hands	to	form	it	into	shapes.	Its	then	taken	off	the	wheel	and	left
to	dry.	via	CanvaTrimming	For	this	ceramics	technique,	when	the	piece	is	dry	enough	to	handle,	its	then	put	back	on	the	wheel	where	a	wide	array	of	tools	are	used	to	shape	it	into	its	final	state.	Then	it	sits	to	dry	again.	Bisque	Firing	Once	the	piece	is	completely	dry,	its	placed	in	a	kiln	where	it	gets	fired	at	the	temperature	designed	for	that
particular	type	of	clay.	The	piece	is	quite	strong	after	the	ceramics	vs	pottery	firing	process.	Glazing	Glazing	is	the	painting	and	decorating	part	of	this	ceramics	vs	pottery	process.	Special	paints	and	underglazes	are	used.	via	CanvaGlaze	Firing	At	this	point,	the	ceramics	vs	pottery	piece	gets	fired	again.	The	colors	of	the	glaze	really	pop	after	firing
and	form	a	hard,	strong	and	less	porous	surface	for	this	type	of	ceramics	vs	pottery.	Ceramics	Definition	A	broad	term,	ceramics	definition	refers	to	something	made	from	a	nonmetallic	and	inorganic	material	(such	as	clay).	Technically,	bricks	and	cement	could	be	called	ceramic.	Ceramics	are	durable	and	can	withstand	high	temperatures	and
pressure.	Theyre	not	susceptible	to	chemical	corrosion,	are	non-magnetic	and	dont	conduct	electrical	currents.	Examples	of	Ceramics	An	example	of	a	ceramic	making	would	be	a	figurine	made	from	clay.	Think	of	ceramics	as	fine	art.	Traditional	ceramics	can	be	very	fine	and	brittle	while	modern	ceramics	are	more	durable.	via	CanvaCeramics
Techniques	and	Ideas	There	are	several	ceramic	techniques	used	in	the	creation	of	ceramics	vs	pottery.	Lets	take	a	look	to	further	understand	the	differences	between	ceramics	vs	pottery.	Hand	Building	Hand	building	is	just	what	it	sounds	like.	The	clay	is	formed	and	shaped	by	hand.	Sometimes	the	pottery	wheel	is	used	in	this	ceramics	vs	pottery
technique	since	the	turning	of	the	wheel	helps	aid	the	shaping	of	the	piece.	via	CanvaPinching	Used	in	ceramic	making,	pinching	is	a	technique	where	the	artist	actually	pinches	parts	of	the	piece	to	shape	it.	It	starts	out	as	a	ball.	The	artist	holds	it	in	one	hand	while	pushing	down	with	their	thumb	going	around	in	a	circular	motion	until	complete.	This
is	one	of	the	basic	methods	used	in	ceramics	projects	for	beginners.	via	CanvaSlab	and	Coil	In	this	ceramics	vs	pottery	technique,	the	artist	uses	pre-made	strips	or	slabs	of	clay	to	fold,	form	and	join	them	into	a	shape.	Decorative	ceramic	tiles	are	often	made	using	this	technique.	via	CanvaSlip	Casting	Slip	(known	as	liquid	clay)	is	water	and	clay
mixed	into	a	pasty	runny	mixture.	It	is	then	put	into	a	mold	and	left	to	dry.	This	is	a	great	technique	for	creating	a	large	amount	of	the	same	design.	Porcelain	figurines	from	the	18th	century	were	often	made	using	this	technique.	via	CanvaWhether	youre	looking	for	a	new	creative	craft	to	discover	or	just	dipping	your	fingers	into	the	clay,	we	hope
weve	cleared	up	any	questions	or	misconceptions	about	ceramics	vs	pottery	you	may	have.	In	a	nutshell,	think	of	pottery	as	a	category	within	the	overall	genre	of	ceramics.	Ceramics	is	more	of	an	artistic	medium	while	pottery	is	a	practical	and	useful	medium,	such	as	a	container	to	hold	flowers,	water	or	that	morning	jolt	of	java.	For	even	more
creative	ideas	and	inspiration,	check	out	other	experiences	happening	on	Classpop!	Europe	Although	ceramic	sculpture	has	been	known	in	eastern	Europe	(Czech	Republic)	since	about	25,000	BCE	(Venus	of	Dolni	Vestonice),	indicating	that	European	hunter-gatherers	were	familiar	with	fired	clay	objects	from	at	least	the	Gravettian	period	onwards,
pottery	is	not	known	to	have	been	made	in	Europe	before	about	5,000	BCE.	[Note:	There	is	a	significant	difference	between	low	quality	fired	clay	used	for	sculpture	and	high	quality	ceramic	ware.]	In	2006,	however,	archeologists	discovered	sherds	of	Paleolithic	pottery	in	Vela	Spila	cave	on	Korcula	Island,	off	the	coast	of	Croatia,	dating	to	between
15,500	and	13,000	BCE.	These	fragments,	which	are	now	on	display	at	the	Vela	Luka	Centre	for	Culture,	appear	to	be	the	oldest	examples	of	pottery	in	Europe,	although	it	is	possible	they	are	more	sculptural	than	utilitarian.	Jakas	Cave,	another	Paleolithic	site	on	Korcula	Island,	near	the	village	of	Zrnovo,	is	also	being	excavated.	In	any	event,	pottery
came	to	Europe	from	the	Middle	East	during	the	seventh	millennium	BCE.	Influenced	by	techniques	arriving	from	present-day	Syria	and	Iraq,	the	Greek	region	of	Thessalia	is	the	first	region	of	Europe	known	to	have	made	pottery,	around	6300	BCE.	Over	the	next	millennium	this	Greek	Neolithic	culture,	develops	into	the	more	substantial	Sesklo
culture,	which	is	the	origin	of	Neolithic	expansion	across	the	European	continent.	Sesklo	culture	expanded	northwards	via	the	Tisza	and	Danube	rivers,	developing	into	the	proto-Linear	Pottery	culture	and	the	smaller	Hamangia	culture	(Romania).	(See	also	the	Hamangia	ceramic	sculpture	"Thinker	of	Cernavoda",	5000	BCE.)	The	former	then	gives
birth	to	two	cultural	movements	-	the	Eastern	Linear	Pottery	Culture	(c.5000	BCE)	and	the	Western	Linear	Pottery	Culture	(c.4500	BCE).	The	Eastern	branch	spreads	into	Bulgaria,	Hungary,	Ukraine;	the	Western	branch	extends	into	the	Czech	Republic,	Poland,	Germany,	and	then	France,	Belgium	and	the	Netherlands.	A	separate	strand	of
development	-	known	as	the	Cardium	Pottery	Culture	-	led	from	Greece	westwards	into	the	Mediterranean	and	Adriatic,	spreading	into	the	Balkans,	Italy,	the	Rhone	Valley	in	France,	and	Eastern	Spain.	All	this	Neolithic	cultural	expansion	across	Europe	took	place	between	approximately	6000	and	4500	BCE.	Persia	The	Kingdom	of	Ancient	Persia
(modern	day	Iran)	was	situated	plumb	in	the	middle	of	the	overland	trade	routes	which	headed	westwards	out	of	China.	Not	surprisingly	therefore,	pottery	reached	(and	became	established	in)	Persia	no	later	than	8,000	BCE,	many	centuries	before	it	appeared	in	the	Middle	East.	Ancient	pottery	has	been	found,	for	instance,	at	numerous	sites	in
western	Persia,	including	Ganj	Dareh	(Valley	of	Treasure)	and	Teppe	Sarab	in	Kermanshah	Province,	as	well	as	sites	in	and	around	the	Zagros	Mountains.	Human	and	animal	terracotta	figurines	were	a	particular	specialty	of	Ganj	Dareh.	Pottery	centres	were	also	found	at	Susa	and	Chogha	Mish,	in	south	west	Iran.	Middle	East	What	became	apparent,
however,	was	that	pottery	improved	as	the	Paleolithic	gave	way	to	the	Mesolithic	and	ultimately	the	Neolithic.	In	effect,	as	people	began	to	adopt	the	more	settled	agricultural	lifestyle	of	the	Neolithic,	significant	advances	were	seen	in	pottery	production.	The	first	kilns	appeared	around	6000	BCE	in	the	Middle	East	(Yarim	Tepe,	Iraq)	-	first	pit-kilns,
then	stone-lined	kilns	-	enabling	much	higher	temperatures	to	be	reached,	thus	improving	the	reliability	and	durability	of	pots.	In	addition,	the	potter's	wheel	was	invented	and	developed	in	Mesopotamia	(and	around	the	world),	between	6000	and	4000	BCE,	leading	to	a	surge	in	ceramic	vessels	of	all	types	and	sizes.	(See:	Mesopotamian	Art	4500-539
BCE.)	As	cities	began	to	form	in	the	Middle	East	and	around	the	Mediterranean,	demand	rose	for	all	types	of	ceramic	products	-	including	terracotta	sculpture,	as	well	as	floor	and	roof	tiles	-	and	techniques	improved	accordingly.	In	the	Middle	East,	around	Greater	Mesopotamia,	Neolithic	pottery	production	can	be	categorized	into	four	main	periods:
the	Hassuna	period	(7000-6500	BCE),	the	Halaf	period	(6500-5500	BCE),	the	Ubaid	period	(5500-4000	BCE),	and	the	Uruk	period	(4000-3100	BCE).	The	earliest	types	of	vessel	(c.7000	BCE)	were	hand-formed	from	slabs	of	reddish-brown	clay,	and	were	left	undecorated	and	unglazed.	But	by	6000	BCE,	a	range	of	decorative	techniques	were
introduced,	involving	intricate	painted	designs.	Hassuna	pottery	(7000-6500	BCE),	named	after	the	type	site	Tell	Hassuna,	emerged	in	central	Mesopotamia	and	is	characterized	by	its	distinctive	cream	slip	with	reddish	paint	and	linear	designs.	Halaf	pottery	(6500-5500	BCE),	named	for	the	type	site	of	Tell	Halaf	in	northeastern	Syria,	introduced	more
colours	patterned	with	geometric	and	animal	motifs	in	orange,	red,	brown	and	black.	Late	Halaf-style	pottery	was	exceptional	for	its	high	quality	polychrome	painting,	typically	polished	to	a	glossy	sheen.	Indeed,	Halafian	pottery	achieved	a	level	of	technical	sophistication,	not	seen	until	later	Greek	pottery	in	the	form	of	Corinthian	and	Attic	wares.
Halaf	pottery	is	also	known	for	its	white	ware	with	intricate	patterns	of	black	dots,	as	well	as	its	jars	with	flared	necks	and	oval	mouths.	Ubaid	pottery	(5500-4000	BCE),	named	after	the	type	site	Tell	al-Ubaid,	near	Ur,	was	the	first	pottery	to	predominate	throughout	Mesopotamia.	In	general,	Ubaid	ceramics	are	decorated	in	a	more	subdued	way,	with
little	of	the	Halaf	glossiness	and	colour.	Instead	it	is	noted	for	its	more	austere	style	of	buff	or	greenish	coloured	plates	and	vessels	decorated	with	zigzags,	chevrons,	parallel	lines	and	other	geometric	patterns.	Later	Ubaid	ceramics	were	wheel-made,	typically	in	a	greenish	colour,	decorated	with	broad	black	horizontal	lines	and	simple	curves.	Shapes
included	cups	with	flat	bottoms.	Uruk	pottery	(4000-3100	BCE),	named	after	the	Sumerian	city	of	Uruk,	coincided	with	the	emergence	of	urban	life	in	Mesopotamia,	and	later	Sumeria.	During	this	time,	pottery	became	the	predominant	medium	of	Mesopotomian	art:	production	became	more	specialised	as	potter's	wheels	became	faster	turning,	and
craftsmen	achieved	better	control	of	the	firing	process.	Kiln	design	also	improved.	The	advent	of	Chalcolithic	metal	smelting	technology	also	led	to	an	improvement	in	pottery	techniques,	as	did	the	relocation	of	pottery	workshops	to	sites	on	the	outskirts	of	settlements.	Uruk	ceramic	ware	is	famous	for	its	highly	polished	monochrome	ware,	made	with
red	or	grey	slips,	but	otherwise	relatively	undecorated.	Uruk-style	jars	are	characterized	by	large	mouths,	short	necks	and	fat	bodies.	By	4000	BCE,	more	advanced	kiln	designs	could	fire	clay	ware	up	to	1,200	degrees	Celsius	which	triggered	a	range	of	new	technical	possibilities.	A	significant	amount	of	pottery	was	now	produced	by	small	groups	of
potters,	typically	for	small	cities,	rather	than	by	individual	artisans	making	ceramic	containers	for	a	family.	As	the	region	became	wealthier	and	more	organized,	the	types	and	characteristics	of	ceramic	vessels	became	more	varied,	and	demand	rose.	More	moulds	were	employed	in	order	to	speed	up	production,	and	glazing	became	widespread.
Ancient	India	Neolithic	pottery	was	being	practiced	in	India	no	later	than	5500	BCE,	during	the	Mehrgarh	Period	II	(5500-4800	BCE),	notably	in	present-day	northwest	India	and	Pakistan.	[The	Mehrgarh	I	culture	(70005500	BCE)	was	aceramic.]	Pottery	developed	further	during	the	Merhgarh	Period	III	(4800-3500	BCE),	and	especially	during	the
Indus	Valley	Civilization,	which	flourished	along	the	Indus	and	Ghaggar-Hakra	rivers.	Also	called	the	Harappan	Civilization,	after	the	type	site	Harappa,	in	the	Punjab,	this	civilization	lasted	from	about	3500	to	1300	BCE,	passing	through	five	phases	of	ceramic	production.	In	1300	BCE	it	was	followed	by	the	Iron	Age	Indo-Gangetic	traditions	of
"painted	grey	ware"	and	"northern	black	polished	ware".	See:	India:	Painting	&	Sculpture.	The	Americas	Neolithic	pottery	in	North	and	South	America	-	including	cooking	vessels,	storage	vessels,	funerary	urns,	domestic	tiles,	terracotta	sculpture	-	dates	from	at	least	the	sixth	millennium	BCE.	In	South	America,	the	highest	quality	pots	was	made	in
the	Andes	and	on	the	west	coast,	notably	in	Peru	and	Bolivia.	Vessels	and	jugs	were	typically	decorated	with	painted	figures	of	animals	and	humans.	Pots	from	Ecuador,	Colombia,	Argentina,	and	Chile	were	less	well	crafted.	The	earliest	South	American	ceramics,	excavated	from	the	Pedra	Pintada	Cave,	near	Santarem,	Brazil,	were	carbon-dated	to
5500	BCE.	Pots	from	Taperinho,	also	near	Santarem,	have	been	dated	to	5000	BCE.	From	the	Amazon	basin,	pottery	spread	west	and	south,	and	eventually	north	through	Mesoamerica.	Alaka	culture	pottery	made	in	Guyana	has	been	dated	to	4000	BCE,	while	San	Jacinto	culture	ceramic	vessels	in	Colombia	date	to	about	4500	BCE,	and	at	Puerto
Hormiga	in	Colombia,	to	about	3800	BCE.	In	Ecuador,	pottery	first	appeared	during	the	Valdivia	culture	about	3200	BCE,	and	in	the	Pandanche	culture	in	Peru	about	2450	BCE.	By	the	end	of	the	third	millennium	BCE	it	was	being	made	in	Central	America,	spreading	to	Panama	by	2140	BCE,	Costa	Rica	by	1890	BCE,	southern	Mexico	(Purron
tradition)	by	1805	BCE,	Guatemala	by	1680	BCE,	and	northern	Mexico	(Chajil	tradition)	by	1600	BCE.	Pottery	began	in	North	America	more	than	a	thousand	years	before	it	emerged	in	Mexico,	suggesting	either,	that	it	reached	the	USA	by	sea	from	a	separate	continent,	or	that	it	was	invented	independently	by	indigenous	North	Americans.	Thus
ceramic	pots	from	the	Savannah	River	valley	in	Georgia	and	South	Carolina	have	been	dated	to	about	2890	BCE,	while	cooking	vessels	from	the	Norwood	and	Orange	cultures	in	Florida	date	to	2460	BCE.	See	also:	Pre-Columbian	Art	(c.1200	BCE-1535	CE)	Africa	The	oldest	known	pottery	in	Africa	comes	from	Sub-Saharan	Africa.	In	2007,	Swiss
archeologists	found	ceramic	sherds	at	Ounjougou,	in	Central	Mali,	dating	back	to	at	least	9500	BCE.	Pot-making	in	this	zone	of	Africa	has	long	been	associated	with	the	proliferation	of	Bantu	languages,	but	little	research	has	been	undertaken	to	date.	Two	pottery	sites	of	importance	in	Central	Sudan	include	Khartoum	Hospital	and	Shaheinab,	the	two
type-sites	of	the	Khartoum	Mesolithic	and	Khartoum	Neolithic,	respectively.	The	sherds	of	pottery	at	these	sites	belonged	to	funerary	vessels	and	were	found	in	burial	pits	next	to	skeletal	remains.	The	vessels	were	characterized	by	wavy	line	and	dotted	wavy	line	decoration.	Another	African	site	of	Neolithic	pottery	is	the	Takarkori	rock	shelter	in	the
Acacus	mountains	of	southern	Libya,	from	where	pottery	shards	dating	to	5200	BCE	were	exavated	by	British	archeologists.	In	the	semi-arid	Sahel	border	region	between	the	Sahara	desert	and	tropical	Africa	(covering	parts	of	the	Gambia,	Senegal,	Mauritania,	Mali,	Algeria,	Niger,	Nigeria,	Cameroon,	Chad,	Sudan,	Eritrea),	various	sites	have	yielded
fragments	of	pottery	dating	back	to	3000	BCE.	See	also:	African	Art.	Arguably	the	most	famous	type	of	African	pottery	is	Egyptian	faience,	a	non-clay-based	ceramic	mastered	by	Egyptian	ceramicists,	although	it	originated	at	Ur,	in	Mesopotamia.	The	oldest	faience	workshop,	complete	with	advanced	lined	brick	kilns,	has	been	discovered	at	the	sacred
Egyptian	city	of	Abydos,	dating	to	5500	BCE.	Egyptian	Faience	was	made	by	crushing	together	quartz/sand	crystals	with	calcium,	magnesium,	potassium,	sodium,	and	copper	oxide.	The	resulting	paste	was	formed	into	shapes,	then	fired.	During	heating,	the	shapes	would	harden	and	develop	bright	colours	and	a	glassy	finish.	The	Egyptian	word	for
faience	means	"shining",	and	faience	ceramics	were	believed	to	reflect	the	light	of	immortality.	See	also:	Egyptian	Art	(3100	BCE	-	395	CE).	When	Was	the	Potters	Wheel	First	Invented?	No	one	knows	who	invented	the	Potter's	wheel	or	when	it	was	invented.	All	we	can	say	with	certainty	is	that	it	was	in	widespread	use	by	the	beginning	of	the	Early
Bronze	Age,	around	2400	BCE.	We	know	that	certain	primitive	forms	of	the	potter's	wheel	(known	as	tourneys	or	tournettes)	were	in	use	around	4500	BCE	in	the	Middle	East.	Moreover,	some	scholars	are	of	the	opinion	that	the	wheel	proper	was	invented	in	Mesopotamia	(modern-day	Iraq)	slightly	earlier:	not	least	because	a	stone	potter's	wheel	was
found	in	the	city	of	Ur,	dating	to	about	3129	BCE.	However,	there	are	many	other	possibilities.	Romania	and	China	have	been	cited	as	possible	places	of	origin,	as	have	major	cities	of	the	Indus	Valley	Civilization	in	India.	Meanwhile,	other	researchers	consider	that	the	potter's	wheel	was	invented	in	Egypt.	After	all,	it	was	Egypt	in	3000	BCE	where	the
turntable	shaft	was	developed.	Ancient	Greece	In	the	west,	ancient	pottery	reached	its	apogee	in	classical	Greece,	in	the	manufacture	and	decoration	of	vases,	amphoras	and	other	objects.	For	the	full	story	see	Greek	Pottery	(from	3000	BCE	onwards).	The	origins	of	Greek	excellence	date	to	the	period	3000-2000	BCE	when	Aegean	art	superceded
Thessaly	as	the	leading	pottery	centre.	Minoan	art	also	contributed	to	this	Aegean	renaissance,	as	did	new	forms	of	pottery	from	the	Cyclades,	including	Sesklo	ware,	with	its	geometric	decoration	and	marine	motifs.	But	the	finest	work	was	done	in	Crete	during	the	Minoan	Protopalatial	period	(2000-1800	BCE),	when	the	magnificent	palaces	of



Phaistos	and	Knossos	were	constructed,	and	also	during	the	Neopalatial	period	(1650-1425	BCE).	Minoan	pottery	was	highly	sought	after	throughout	the	Mediterranean.	Mycenean	art,	which	replaced	Minoan	culture	after	Crete	was	overrun	by	the	Myceneans,	around	1400	BCE,	proved	lacklustre.	Then	in	the	12th	century	BCE,	Greece	was	occupied
by	invading	tribes	from	the	North,	which	led	to	the	collapse	of	arts	and	crafts	in	most	areas	of	the	country.	The	resurgence	of	Greek	art	began	about	900	BCE,	with	the	appearance	of	Geometric	Style	Greek	pottery	(c.900-725	BCE),	which	produced	some	of	the	finest	works	of	Greek	ceramic	art.	This	was	followed	from	about	725	onwards,	by	the
Oriental	Style	of	Greek	pottery	(c.725-600	BCE),	influenced	by	Greek	colonies	in	Asia	Minor.	On	the	Greek	mainland	the	two	major	centres	of	pottery	were	Athens	and	Corinth,	whose	rivalry	affected	developments	across	the	board.	The	high	point	of	Greek	pottery	occurred	during	the	period	600-480	BCE,	with	the	development	of	"black	figure"	pottery
-	in	which	designs	were	painted	in	black	onto	red	clay	vases	-	followed	by	"red	figure"	pottery	in	which	the	undesigned	area	was	filled	in	with	black	paint,	to	contrast	with	the	incised	designs	coloured	in	red.	See	also:	Greek	Sculpture	(from	650	BCE).	Except	for	the	White	Ground	technique,	Greek	pottery	during	the	Classical	Period	(c.480-330	BCE)
proved	to	be	an	anti-climax.	The	medium	was	becoming	stale	with	fewer	opportunities	for	experimentation.	Greek	ceramic	art	fell	away	in	both	technique	and	creative	merit,	sustained	only	by	a	number	of	regional	styles	in	the	colonies,	although	Hellenistic	pottery	and	painting	continued	to	exert	a	major	influence	over	emerging	ceramic	centres	of
Etruscan	art,	and	on	Roman	art	until	the	Imperial	era.	Developments	in	Chinese	Pottery	(2000	BCE	-	200	CE)	Xia	Dynasty	culture	(2100-1600	BCE),	from	the	first	Iron	Age	dynasty	in	China,	is	noted	for	its	white	pottery	sometimes	decorated	with	turquoise	and	seashells.	The	earliest	high-fired	stoneware	pots	were	made	in	China,	during	the	period	of
Shang	dynasty	art	(1700-1050	BCE),	at	sites	like	Yinxu	and	Erligang.	Chinese	master	potters	continued	to	refine	high-temperature	methods,	along	with	different	types	of	clays,	until	eventually	they	developed	true	porcelain.	Shang	ceramicists	also	made	notable	advances	in	high-fired	glazes.	During	the	following	era	of	Zhou	Dynasty	Art	(1050-221
BCE)	the	variety	of	ceramic	objects	was	greatly	extended,	and	production	techniques	were	enhanced.	In	pottery	centres	along	the	valley	of	the	lower	Yangtze	River,	a	porcellaneous	stoneware	was	produced	-	a	forerunner	of	the	celadon	glaze	developed	later	by	Tang	dynasty	potters.	Han	Dynasty	Art	(206	BCE	-	220	CE)	was	responsible	for	two	sorts	of
glazed	ware.	In	the	north,	a	bottle-green,	low-fired	lead	glaze	was	produced;	in	the	eastern	Zhejiang	region,	a	high-temperature	brownish-olive	glaze	was	made.	In	addition	to	advances	in	porcelain	and	high-fired	ceramics,	the	period	2000	BCE-200	CE	in	China	saw	advances	across	the	board	in	the	manufacture	of	ceramic	pottery,	including:	firing
methods	and	kiln	technology;	the	creation	and	use	of	slips	and	glazes	at	varying	temperatures;	the	use	and	development	of	various	types	of	mineral	pigments;	and	an	increase	in	the	range	of	ceramic	vessels,	notably	in	the	area	of	ceremonial	and	funerary	vessels.	For	more	about	China's	mastery	of	clay-fired	terracotta	technology,	see:	Chinese
Terracotta	Army	(c.246-208	BCE).	FOR	MORE	ABOUT	ANCIENT	ART,	BROWSE	OUR	A-Z	INDEX	OF	PREHISTORIC	ART	
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