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Are	you	looking	to	establish	a	business	in	Wisconsin	and	need	to	get	a	DBA	(Doing	Business	As)	name	for	your	venture?	Youre	in	the	right	place!	A	DBA,	also	known	as	a	Trade	Name,	Fictitious	Name,	or	Assumed	Name,	allows	you	to	conduct	business	under	a	name	thats	different	from	your	legal	business	name.	This	can	be	advantageous	for	branding,
marketing,	and	overall	business	operations.	In	Wisconsin,	if	youre	willing	to	use	a	different	name	other	than	the	legal	name	for	your	business,	you	must	file	the	DBA	(Doing	Business	As).	The	public	(specifically	your	potential	customers)	knows	your	business	by	its	registered	legal	name.	Instead	of	using	your	formal	business	name,	you	may	use	the
trade	name	or	DBA	in	marketing	and	sales	to	reach	a	wider	audience.	Wisconsin,	popularly	known	as	The	Badger	State,	has	some	regulations	when	it	comes	to	filing	your	DBA	name.	However,	the	regulations	can	vary	depending	on	the	type	of	business	structure	you	have.	In	this	article,	I	will	share	the	basic	steps	to	get	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin.
Whenever	you	form	an	LLC	or	any	business	structure,	you	must	get	a	name	for	it.	Every	company	has	a	legitimate	name.	For	instance,	a	partnership	or	sole	proprietorship	might	function	under	the	legal	name	of	the	companys	owner	or	owners.	The	name	specified	in	the	Articles	of	Incorporation	or	Articles	of	Organization	may	be	used	by	any	business
entity,	including	corporations,	limited	liability	companies	(LLCs),	and	others.	However,	there	are	situations	when	you	may	decide	against	using	your	companys	registered	legal	name	in	Wisconsin.	This	is	due	to	a	variety	of	factors.	For	instance,	the	legal	name	of	your	company	can	be	unrelated	to	it	or	no	longer	accurately	describe	it.	Or	perhaps	you
want	a	new	name	without	altering	your	documentation	for	incorporation	or	registration.	If	you	intend	to	run	your	business	in	Wisconsin	under	a	name	other	than	your	personal	name	or	an	existing	corporate	name,	you	must	submit	a	DBA	name	with	Wisconsin	state	regardless	of	the	type	of	business	entity	you	have	incorporated	as	(single	proprietor,
partnership,	corporation,	or	LLC).	No	restrictions	exist	on	how	many	DBA	names	you	can	use	to	do	business.	However,	each	DBA	name	must	be	filed	with	the	state	where	you	conduct	business.	This	is	necessary	because	the	general	public	has	a	legal	right	to	know	whether	a	specific	individual	or	company	is	operating	under	a	name	other	than	their
legal	name.	In	Wisconsin,	changing	your	business	name	is	a	risky	factor.	It	can	bring	positive	and	negative	effects	on	your	business.	Hence,	before	you	file	and	change	your	legal	business	name,	analyze	all	the	risks	and	advantages.	LLCBuddy	Editorial	Team	To	get	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin,	you	must	first	check	if	any	other	business	is	already	using	the
name	before	filing	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin.	You	can	then	submit	the	Wisconsin	business	name	reservation	form	after	it	has	been	confirmed	that	no	other	company	is	already	using	the	chosen	name.	You	can	search	the	Wisconsin	Government	Records	Inquiry	System	and	confirm	that	the	name	you	chose	is	not	already	in	use.	However,	getting	a	DBA	is	not
mandatory	in	many	states.	If	you	open	an	LLC	in	Wisconsin,	you	must	check	with	Wisconsin	Secretary	of	State	whether	you	need	to	file	DBA	or	not.	You	must	choose	a	name	to	register,	which	is	the	crucial	step.	There	are	a	few	straightforward	LLC	name	guidelines	to	follow	(if	youre	forming	an	LLC)	while	choosing	a	name	in	Wisconsin.	In	Wisconsin,
fictional	names	cannot	be	the	same	or	similar	to	one	another.	A	DBA	cannot	deceive	the	public	by	appearing	to	be	confusingly	similar	to	any	other	business	name.	Unless	the	company	has	been	incorporated	as	an	LLC	or	corporation,	a	DBA	name	cannot	contain	a	corporate	indication,	such	as	Corp	or	LLC,	or	any	other	words	that	imply	an	entity	type.
This	will	stop	a	lone	proprietor	from	passing	for	a	legitimate	corporation.	Any	banking-related	words	without	a	letter	from	the	Wisconsin	Banking	Commissioners	Office,	or	any	insurance-related	words	without	a	letter	from	the	Wisconsin	Wisconsin	Office	of	the	Commissioner	of	Insurance.	Any	words	that	could	confuse	your	corporation	with	a
government	agency	(FBI,	Treasury,	State	Department,	etc.).	A	professional	designation	in	the	name	(i.e.,	engineering,	attorney)	without	a	copy	of	the	license	of	one	officer/member	or	a	letter	from	the	governing	agency	allowing	the	use	of	the	name	without	licensing.	Any	words	that	indicate	or	imply	that	the	corporation	is	engaged	in	a	business	that	is
not	authorized	by	law	to	pursue.	Once	you	have	selected	a	name	that	complies	with	the	requirements	mentioned	above,	there	are	a	number	of	methods	you	can	use	to	find	out	if	the	name	is	open	for	registration.	One	simple	strategy	is	to	look	up	other	companies	in	Wisconsin	with	the	same	name	on	Google.	It	is	a	simple	technique	to	clear	out	any
already	taken	names,	even	though	it	may	not	guarantee	that	the	name	you	want	to	register	is	accessible.	As	it	is	likely	that	you	will	require	a	website	domain	that	matches	your	business	name,	you	may	also	check	to	see	whether	the	web	domain	for	that	name	is	accessible.	For	example,	you	can	check	Wisconsin	LLC	name	search	guide	to	see	how	you
can	find	the	availability	of	your	desired	LLC	name	in	Wisconsin.	Before	you	may	register	your	Trade	Name	in	Wisconsin,	you	must	have	used	it	for	business	purposes.	Therefore,	you	must	use	a	Trade	Name	as	soon	as	possible	if	you	want	to	register	and	protect	it	in	Wisconsin.	Once	you	have	established	that	the	name	is	available	for	registration,	you
must	finish	the	file	using	the	forms	your	county	has	provided.	You	must	register	your	DBA	name	in	the	county	where	you	intend	to	conduct	business.	In	most	Wisconsin	counties,	the	following	fundamental	information	is	needed-	Name	of	the	company,	its	phone	number,	city,	state,	and	street	address	The	organization	type	under	which	the	business	is
incorporated	List	the	partners	names	and	addresses	(if	applicable)	Describe	the	items,	services,	or	business	that	will	be	delivered	under	the	Fictitious	Name	in	the	registration	form	Use	of	the	Fictitious	Name	in	the	marketplace	Both	the	classification	type	and	number	Make	a	mark	(pick	Trade	Name)	Date	and	state	of	the	first	use	of	the	trade	name
When	the	Trade	Name	first	appeared	in	Wisconsin	Applications	name,	title,	signature,	and	date	Email	address	To	file	the	Wisconsin	DBA	Name,	you	must	apply	to	the	Wisconsin	Secretary	of	State.	In	Wisconsin,	you	can	file	the	DBA	name	in	two	methods,	by	mail	and	in	person..	The	cost	of	filing	the	Fictitious	Name	(DBA	name)	in	Wisconsin	is	$15.
Online	filing:	There	is	no	online	filing	available	Offline	filing:	For	filing	offline	in	Wisconsin,	you	must	send	the	accomplished	DBA	filing	form	to	the	Wisconsin	Department	of	Financial	Institutions,	P.O.	Box	7847,	Madison,	WI	53707-7847	or	drop	it	off	in	person	at	4822	Madison	Yards	Way,	North	Tower,	Madison,	WI	53705.	Three	specimens
demonstrating	the	Trade	Name	used	must	be	submitted	to	Wisconsin	Secretary	of	State.	The	following	are	some	instances	of	acceptable	specimens:	Business	cards	Booklets,	Flyers,	Labels,	and	Stickers	You	can	renew	your	DBA	name	after	a	stipulated	time.	In	most	states,	the	renewal	of	the	DBA	name	follows	the	same	process	as	filing	a	fresh	DBA
name.	You	need	to	get	the	DBA	renewal	form,	fill	it	up	with	the	correct	information,	and	submit	it	to	the	state	online	or	offline.	The	renew	time	for	DBA	name	filing	is	ten	years	in	Wisconsin.	You	can	change	your	Trade	Name	(DBA	or	Fictitious	Name)	by	applying	to	the	Wisconsin	SOS.	The	process	is	similar.	You	can	search	for	the	name	you	want	to
have	after	changing	the	old	Trade	Name.	If	the	name	is	available,	make	sure	it	follows	other	guidelines.	You	can	reserve	your	DBA	name	for	ten	years;	after	then,	you	can	change	or	renew	your	DBA	if	needed	through	the	Wisconsin	SOS.	What	is	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?A	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin	is	a	Doing	Business	As	(DBA)	name,	which	is	a
fictitious	name	used	by	a	person	or	entity	to	identify	their	business	in	the	state	of	Wisconsin.How	do	I	register	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?To	register	a	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin,	you	must	file	a	DBA	form	with	the	Wisconsin	Department	of	Financial	Institutions.What	information	do	I	need	to	file	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?To	file	a	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin
you	need	to	provide	the	name	of	the	business,	the	county	in	which	the	business	will	be	located,	the	full	name	of	the	business	owner,	and	the	business	address.Is	filing	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin	mandatory?Filing	a	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin	is	not	mandatory	but	is	strongly	encouraged	to	protect	the	business	name	and	identity.What	is	the	filing	fee	to
register	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?The	filing	fee	to	register	a	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin	is	$25.Can	I	register	more	than	one	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?Yes,	you	can	register	multiple	DBA	names	in	Wisconsin.Is	there	a	time	limit	for	filing	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?No,	there	is	no	time	limit	for	filing	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin.How	long	does	it	take	for	my
DBA	Name	to	be	registered	in	Wisconsin?It	typically	takes	2	3	business	days	for	a	DBA	name	to	be	registered	in	Wisconsin.What	happens	after	I	register	my	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?After	your	DBA	name	is	registered	in	Wisconsin,	you	will	be	able	to	use	the	name	for	business	purposes	in	the	state	of	Wisconsin.What	are	the	benefits	of	registering	a
DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?The	benefits	of	registering	a	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin	include	protecting	your	business	name	and	identity,	allowing	you	to	open	a	business	bank	account,	and	allowing	you	to	transact	business	under	your	registered	name.Do	I	need	to	register	my	DBA	Name	in	other	states	if	I	am	operating	in	Wisconsin?No,	you	do	not	need	to
register	your	DBA	name	in	other	states	if	you	are	only	operating	in	Wisconsin.Is	there	a	way	to	register	my	DBA	Name	online	in	Wisconsin?Yes,	you	can	register	your	DBA	name	online	in	Wisconsin	through	the	Wisconsin	Department	of	Financial	Institutions	website.Is	filing	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin	the	same	as	filing	for	a	business	license?No,	filing	a
DBA	name	in	Wisconsin	is	not	the	same	as	filing	for	a	business	license.	A	DBA	name	is	a	fictitious	name	used	to	identify	a	business	while	a	business	license	is	a	document	issued	by	the	state	that	grants	permission	to	the	business	owner	to	operate	the	business	in	accordance	with	state	laws.What	are	the	requirements	for	filing	a	DBA	Name	in
Wisconsin?The	requirements	for	filing	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin	include	providing	the	name	of	the	business,	the	county	in	which	the	business	will	be	located,	the	full	name	of	the	business	owner,	and	the	business	address.How	do	I	update	my	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?To	update	your	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin,	you	must	file	an	amendment	to	the	original
DBA	filing	with	the	Wisconsin	Department	of	Financial	Institutions.Can	I	use	the	same	DBA	Name	in	multiple	Wisconsin	counties?Yes,	you	can	use	the	same	DBA	Name	in	multiple	Wisconsin	counties.What	happens	if	I	use	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin	without	registering	it?If	you	use	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin	without	registering	it,	you	may	be	subject	to
fines	or	other	penalties	from	the	state.What	do	I	need	to	do	if	I	change	the	address	of	my	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?If	you	change	the	address	of	your	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin,	you	must	file	an	amendment	to	the	original	DBA	filing	with	the	Wisconsin	Department	of	Financial	Institutions.Do	I	need	to	file	an	amendment	if	I	change	the	owner	of	my	DBA
Name	in	Wisconsin?Yes,	if	you	change	the	owner	of	your	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin,	you	must	file	an	amendment	to	the	original	DBA	filing	with	the	Wisconsin	Department	of	Financial	Institutions.How	do	I	cancel	my	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?To	cancel	your	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin,	you	must	file	a	cancellation	form	with	the	Wisconsin	Department	of
Financial	Institutions.Am	I	required	to	publish	my	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?No,	you	are	not	required	to	publish	your	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin.Can	I	register	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin	without	registering	a	business	entity?Yes,	you	can	register	a	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin	without	registering	a	business	entity.Is	there	a	renewal	fee	for	my	DBA	Name	in
Wisconsin?No,	there	is	no	renewal	fee	for	a	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin.Do	I	need	to	file	an	annual	report	for	my	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?No,	you	do	not	need	to	file	an	annual	report	for	a	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin.Are	there	any	restrictions	on	the	types	of	DBA	Names	I	can	register	in	Wisconsin?Yes,	there	are	restrictions	on	the	types	of	DBA	names	you
can	register	in	Wisconsin.	The	name	must	be	distinguishable	from	any	other	registered	DBA	name	or	business	entity	and	cannot	contain	any	profanity	or	offensive	language.Is	there	a	fee	for	filing	an	amendment	to	my	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?Yes,	there	is	a	fee	of	$25	to	file	an	amendment	to	your	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin.Can	I	use	my	DBA	Name	in
Wisconsin	in	place	of	a	trade	or	assumed	name?Yes,	you	can	use	your	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin	in	place	of	a	trade	or	assumed	name.Is	there	a	penalty	for	failing	to	file	an	amendment	to	my	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?Yes,	there	may	be	a	penalty	for	failing	to	file	an	amendment	to	your	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin.Is	there	a	searchable	database	of	registered
DBA	Names	in	Wisconsin?Yes,	there	is	a	searchable	database	of	registered	DBA	names	in	Wisconsin	on	the	Wisconsin	Department	of	Financial	Institutions	website.How	do	I	file	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?You	can	file	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin	by	going	to	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions	website	and	filing	the	appropriate	forms.Is	there	a	fee	to
file	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?Yes,	there	is	a	fee	of	$25	to	file	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin.How	long	does	it	take	to	file	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?It	typically	takes	10-14	business	days	for	the	Wisconsin	Department	of	Financial	Institutions	to	process	a	DBA	Name	filing.Where	can	I	find	more	information	about	filing	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin?You	can
find	more	information	about	filing	a	DBA	Name	in	Wisconsin	on	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions	website.	First	and	foremost,	a	DBA	filing	allows	a	business	to	operate	under	a	name	that	is	different	from	the	legal	name	of	its	owner.	This	is	particularly	important	for	sole	proprietors	and	partnerships	who	wish	to	use	a	trade	name	for	their
business.	By	registering	a	DBA,	these	business	owners	can	establish	a	unique	identity	for	their	company	and	create	a	recognizable	brand	in	the	marketplace.Furthermore,	a	DBA	filing	is	necessary	for	legal	and	financial	purposes.	In	Wisconsin,	businesses	are	required	to	register	their	DBA	with	the	state	in	order	to	conduct	business	operations	legally.
This	process	helps	ensure	that	the	business	is	in	compliance	with	state	regulations	and	can	prevent	any	potential	legal	issues	down	the	line.	Additionally,	having	a	registered	DBA	can	also	make	it	easier	for	businesses	to	open	a	bank	account,	apply	for	loans,	and	enter	into	contracts	with	vendors	and	customers.A	DBA	filing	is	also	important	for
maintaining	transparency	and	credibility	with	customers.	By	registering	a	trade	name	with	the	state,	businesses	are	demonstrating	their	commitment	to	operating	in	a	professional	manner	and	following	best	practices.	This	level	of	transparency	can	help	build	trust	with	customers	and	give	them	confidence	in	the	legitimacy	of	the
business.Furthermore,	having	a	registered	DBA	can	also	protect	a	businesss	intellectual	property.	By	establishing	a	unique	trade	name	and	legally	registering	it	with	the	state,	businesses	can	prevent	others	from	using	their	name	or	causing	confusion	in	the	marketplace.	This	can	be	particularly	important	for	businesses	in	competitive	industries	where
brand	recognition	is	key	to	success.In	addition	to	these	practical	reasons,	a	DBA	filing	can	also	help	businesses	create	a	strong	brand	identity	and	stand	out	in	the	marketplace.	A	unique	and	memorable	trade	name	can	help	businesses	attract	customers	and	differentiate	themselves	from	competitors.	It	can	also	help	businesses	establish	a	strong	online
presence	and	make	it	easier	for	potential	customers	to	find	them	in	a	sea	of	competitors.Overall,	the	process	of	filing	for	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin	is	a	critical	step	for	any	business	looking	to	establish	itself	in	the	marketplace.	From	legal	compliance	to	brand	recognition,	there	are	numerous	reasons	why	obtaining	a	DBA	filing	is	essential	for	the	success	and
credibility	of	a	business.	By	taking	the	time	to	register	a	trade	name	with	the	state,	businesses	can	set	themselves	up	for	success	and	ensure	that	they	are	operating	in	a	legitimate	and	professional	manner.	A	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin	is	the	best	way	to	update	your	business	name.	Unlike	the	registered	legal	business	name,	you	can	have	as	many	as	DBA
names.	You	can	use	your	new	assumed	name	as	soon	as	the	state	has	processed	your	filing,	and	getting	one	is	a	rather	simple	process.	Whether	you	have	an	LLC	or	any	other	business	structure,	filing	a	DBA	name	is	helpful	for	your	business	upgradation	anytime.	Youve	just	completed	your	limited	liability	company	(LLC)	formation.But	there	was	a
minor	hiccup.	You	didnt	quite	come	up	with	a	good	business	name	at	that	point.Or	youve	divested	into	a	new	field,	and	the	original	name	no	longer	works	for	you.So	what	are	your	options	then?	Set	up	another	business	entity?Not	necessarily.	You	have	another	way	to	operate	under	a	brand	name,	different	from	your	company	legal	name	called	DBA
doing	business	as	name.What	is	a	DBA	for	an	LLC?A	doing	business	as	(DBA)	is	a	legally	registered	alternative	name	for	your	LLC.In	some	states,	a	DBA	can	have	other	monikers	such	as:Assumed	nameTrade	nameFictitious	business	nameAll	terms	do	the	same	thing	grant	you	an	ability	to	operate	your	business	under	a	name,	different	from	the	one
you	have	listed	on	your	company	registration	documents	(such	as	articles	of	organization).	Self-employed	people	operating	as	a	sole	proprietorship	register	a	DBA	for	conducting	business	under	a	name	different	from	their	personal	one.	Think	Cool	Web	Designs	rather	than	Joanne	Smith's	Designs.LLCs	owners	add	DBA	registration	for	other	reasons
such	as:To	operate	several	product/services	linesTo	make	distinctions	between	different	business	locationsAs	part	of	a	company	rebranding	effortForeign	LLCs	will	also	need	to	add	a	DBA	in	a	state	where	their	legal	company	name	is	already	taken	by	another	business.Can	I	add	a	DBA	to	my	LLC	later?Yes.	You	dont	need	to	apply	for	a	DBA	when
forming	your	company.In	fact,	there	are	two	separate	registration	Secretary	of	State	divisions	have	for	LLC	registration	vs.	DBA	application.	Youll	have	to	file	distinct	forms	and	pay	different	state	filing	fees.How	to	add	a	DBA	name	to	your	LLC:	3	StepsAdding	a	DBA	to	your	LLC	is	relatively	simple.	Youll	need	to	make	your	choice,	then	file	state
forms.If	your	LLC	is	registered	in	multiple	states,	youd	have	to	repeat	the	registration	process	in	each	one.	Heres	how	to	add	a	DBA	to	your	LLC:Conduct	a	business	name	search	with	a	state	agencyPrepare	and	complete	a	DBA	filing	formFile	your	registration	document	with	a	state	agencyLets	zoom	in	on	each.1.	Conduct	a	business	name
searchSimilar	to	LLC	formation,	youll	first	have	to	verify	if	your	DBA	name	isnt	taken	by	any	other	business.Go	to	your	local	Secretary	of	State	website	and	use	a	business	name	lookup	tool	(the	same	one	youve	used	for	LLC	name	search)	to	check	availability.Repeat	the	above	for	each	state	where	your	LLC	does	business	(if	you	plan	to	get	DBAs	there
too!).Most	states	apply	the	same	naming	rules	to	DBAs	as	to	legal	company	names.Some	states,	for	example,	prohibit	the	use	of	words	that	could	mislead	a	person	into	thinking	that	your	LLC	operates	as:A	governmental	business	entity	(e.g.,	the	FBI)	or	a	financial	institution	(e.g.,	bank,	union,	trust)A	professional	services	company,	when	its	not	(e.g.,
using	the	words	accountant,	lawyer,	or	doctor,	when	you	dont	provide	such	services)Also,	you	cant	register	similar-sounding	names	in	certain	states.For	example,	operate	your	coffee	shop	as	Stardust	or	Blue	Glass	Coffee	Company.You	need	to	come	up	with	a	sufficiently	different	name.2.	Prepare	and	complete	a	DBA	filing	formUsually,	your	LLC	will
need	to	submit	a	DBA	filing	with	the	Secretary	of	State	office	for	the	state	(or	states).But	in	some	states,	DBA	registration	can	also	be	handled	by	local:Division	of	Corporations	(e.g.,	in	Florida)County-level	authorities	(e.g.,	in	New	York)Clerk	of	Superior	Court	offices	(in	Georgia)Typically,	the	local	SOS	website	will	direct	you	to	the	proper	state
business	authority,	where	you	can	download	a	DBA	application	form.Information	neededDepending	on	your	state,	youll	need	to	provide	the	following	details:Company	nameAssumed	(DBA)	name	you	want	to	useType	of	business	entityRegistered	agent	details	(optional)Then	youll	have	to	file	the	completed	form	with	a	state	or	county	clerk	and	pay	a
filing	fee.3.	File	your	registration	form	with	a	state	agencyMost	states	(with	several	exceptions)	process	DBA	applications	electronically	through	e-biz	portals.	But	you	can	always	mail	in	or	hand	in	a	paper	form	too.Filing	Receipt	of	New	York	DBA	registration	process.	Source:	New	York	Department	of	State.Tip:	Once	you	register	your	DBA	name,	keep
a	copy	of	the	receipt	for	your	filing,	and	ensure	your	LLC	keeps	up	with	any	renewal	fees	or	filings	(if	applicable).Depending	on	the	state,	DBA	name	registrations	have	to	be	renewed	annually,	biannually,	or	every	five	years.	Youll	have	to	verify	that	locally.How	much	does	it	cost	to	add	a	DBA	to	an	LLC?To	add	a	new	DBA	to	an	LLC,	expect	to	pay	a
state	filing	fee	of	$10-$35	per	registered	name.	Thats	the	standard	ballpark.Yet,	in	some	cases,	DBA	registration	fees	may	be	higher.	For	example,	in	New	York,	where	you	have	to	pay	a	dual	state	+	county	fee,	a	DBA	can	cost	up	to	$100.FAQs	About	DBA	RegistrationHere	youll	find	answers	to	some	of	the	most	frequently	asked	questions	(FAQs).	1.
Can	a	single-member	LLC	have	a	DBA?	Can	a	single-member	LLC	have	a	DBA?Yes.	A	single-member	LLC	can	have	a	DBA	just	like	any	other	business	entity.	Frequently	new	business	owners	register	their	company	under	a	personal	name.	But	then,	as	their	business	grows,	they	decide	to	upgrade	to	a	more	brandable	corporate	name	and	add	a	DBA.	2.
Does	a	DBA	require	an	EIN?	Does	a	DBA	require	an	EIN?No.	An	EIN	(or	Employer	Identification	Number)	is	required	for	federal	tax	purposes	only	when	your	LLC	has	employers	or	reports	taxes	as	a	partnership,	S-corp,	or	C-corp.	A	DBA	doesnt	convey	any	taxable	status.	So	it	has	nothing	to	do	with	the	IRS	or	state	tax	agency	filings.	You	can
complete	DBA	registration	with	or	without	an	EIN.	3.	What	are	the	disadvantages	of	a	DBA?	What	are	the	disadvantages	of	a	DBA?If	you	register	a	DBA	in	one	state	but	later	want	to	use	that	trade	name	in	another	state,	theres	a	possibility	it	may	not	be	available.	Also,	DBA	name	registration	requires	renewals	and	increases	your	LLC	maintenance
costs.Finally,	some	states	require	you	to	register	a	DBA	with	every	county	clerks	office	rather	than	obtain	a	state-level	registration.	Again,	this	leads	to	extra	spending.	4.	How	do	I	get	rid	of	a	DBA?	How	do	I	get	rid	of	a	DBA?You	have	two	options:	file	for	DBA	name	registration	cancellation	with	the	state.	Or	wait	until	your	name	registration	expires
and	not	file	for	a	renewal.	Our	trusted	partner	for	LLC	formation.	Starts	at	$39	plus	state	fees.	Welcome	to	this	guide	on	how	to	add	a	DBA	to	an	LLC	in	Wisconsin!	If	youre	looking	to	expand	your	business	offerings	under	a	different	name	or	create	a	separate	brand	identity,	registering	a	DBA,	or	doing	business	as,	is	the	way	to	go.	In	Wisconsin,	a	DBA
is	referred	to	as	a	state	trademark,	and	the	process	involves	a	few	simple	steps.	Lets	dive	in	and	find	out	how	you	can	register	a	DBA	for	your	Wisconsin	LLC.Before	we	get	started,	its	important	to	understand	what	a	DBA	is	and	why	you	might	need	one.	A	DBA	allows	you	to	operate	your	business	under	a	name	that	is	not	your	legal	name.	This	can	be
beneficial	for	creating	a	distinct	brand	identity,	expanding	your	business	offerings,	and	protecting	your	personal	privacy.	Now	lets	explore	the	step-by-step	process	of	setting	up	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin.Key	Takeaways:Adding	a	DBA	to	an	LLC	in	Wisconsin	involves	following	a	few	simple	steps.A	DBA,	or	doing	business	as,	is	a	registered	name	that	allows
businesses	to	operate	under	a	name	other	than	their	legal	name.Registering	a	DBA	can	provide	benefits	such	as	creating	a	separate	brand	identity	and	expanding	business	offerings.The	process	of	setting	up	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin	includes	conducting	a	trademark	search,	filing	with	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions,	and	paying	the	filing	fees.A
DBA	does	not	change	the	tax	status	of	a	business	entity,	and	a	separate	tax	ID	number	is	not	required.What	is	a	DBA	and	Why	Do	You	Need	One?A	DBA,	or	doing	business	as,	is	a	registered	name	that	a	company	or	individual	uses	to	conduct	business	under	a	name	that	is	not	their	legal	name.	In	Wisconsin,	a	DBA	is	referred	to	as	a	state	trademark.
So,	why	would	you	need	a	DBA	for	your	LLC	in	Wisconsin?There	are	several	benefits	to	getting	a	DBA	for	your	LLC.	One	of	the	main	advantages	is	that	it	allows	you	to	create	a	separate	brand	identity.	With	a	DBA,	you	can	operate	your	business	under	a	unique	name	that	resonates	with	your	target	audience	and	sets	you	apart	from	competitors.	This
can	help	you	establish	a	strong	brand	presence	and	attract	more	customers.Another	reason	to	consider	getting	a	DBA	is	to	expand	your	business	offerings	under	a	different	name.	By	using	a	DBA,	you	can	diversify	your	products	or	services	without	having	to	create	a	separate	legal	entity.	It	gives	you	the	flexibility	to	pursue	new	opportunities	and
ventures	while	maintaining	the	stability	and	credibility	of	your	LLC.Lastly,	a	DBA	can	also	help	protect	your	personal	privacy.	When	you	operate	your	business	under	a	DBA,	you	dont	have	to	use	your	personal	name	or	disclose	your	identity	to	customers.	This	can	be	particularly	beneficial	if	you	value	your	privacy	or	if	you	operate	multiple	businesses
and	want	to	keep	them	separate.Benefits	of	a	DBA	for	LLC	in	WisconsinCreates	a	separate	brand	identityExpands	business	offerings	under	a	different	nameProtects	personal	privacyBy	understanding	what	a	DBA	is	and	the	benefits	it	can	provide,	you	can	make	an	informed	decision	about	whether	to	add	a	DBA	to	your	LLC	in	Wisconsin.	The	next
section	will	outline	the	steps	you	need	to	follow	to	set	up	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin.How	to	Set	Up	a	DBA	in	WisconsinTo	set	up	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin,	you	need	to	follow	a	few	steps.	First,	conduct	a	trademark	search	to	check	for	name	availability.	This	is	an	important	step	to	ensure	that	your	desired	DBA	name	is	not	already	in	use.	You	can	perform	the
search	online	through	the	Wisconsin	Department	of	Financial	Institutions	website	or	consult	with	a	professional	DBA	filing	service.Once	you	have	verified	the	availability	of	your	desired	DBA	name,	you	can	proceed	with	filing	your	Wisconsin	DBA	with	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions.	The	filing	process	typically	involves	submitting	specific
information	about	your	fictitious	business	name,	such	as	your	legal	name,	business	entity	type,	and	the	DBA	name	you	wish	to	register.	It	is	important	to	provide	accurate	and	complete	information	to	avoid	any	potential	delays	or	issues	during	the	registration	process.After	submitting	your	DBA	filing,	you	will	need	to	pay	the	required	Wisconsin	DBA
filing	fees.	The	current	filing	fee	for	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin	is	$15.	It	is	essential	to	ensure	that	your	payment	is	submitted	along	with	your	filing	to	complete	the	registration	process.	Once	your	DBA	registration	is	approved,	you	will	receive	confirmation	from	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions.Table:	Key	Steps	to	Set	Up	a	DBA	in
WisconsinStepsDescription1.	Conduct	a	trademark	searchCheck	for	name	availability	to	ensure	your	desired	DBA	name	is	not	already	in	use.2.	File	your	Wisconsin	DBASubmit	specific	information	about	your	fictitious	business	name	to	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions.3.	Pay	the	filing	feesSubmit	the	required	$15	filing	fee	along	with	your	DBA
filing.4.	Receive	confirmationOnce	approved,	you	will	receive	confirmation	from	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions.It	is	important	to	note	that	when	choosing	a	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin,	certain	words	are	prohibited,	and	the	name	cannot	imply	any	illegal	activities.	Additionally,	keep	in	mind	that	a	DBA	does	not	change	the	tax	status	of	a	business
entity,	and	you	do	not	need	a	separate	tax	ID	number	for	your	DBA.	If	you	require	assistance	with	the	DBA	registration	process,	there	are	professional	DBA	filing	services	available	that	can	provide	guidance	and	support.	Forms	and	Tax	Considerations	for	Wisconsin	DBAWhen	filing	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin,	there	are	certain	forms	and	tax	considerations
that	you	need	to	be	aware	of.	Understanding	these	requirements	will	ensure	a	smooth	and	compliant	registration	process	for	your	DBA.	Lets	take	a	closer	look	at	the	necessary	forms	and	tax	considerations	in	Wisconsin.Filing	a	DBA	in	WisconsinTo	file	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin,	you	will	need	to	fill	out	the	appropriate	form	provided	by	the	Department	of
Financial	Institutions.	This	form	collects	essential	information	about	your	business,	including	your	legal	name,	the	desired	DBA	name,	and	your	contact	details.	It	is	crucial	to	provide	accurate	and	complete	information	to	avoid	any	delays	or	complications	in	the	filing	process.Once	you	have	completed	the	form,	you	can	submit	it	online	through	the
Department	of	Financial	Institutions	website	or	file	it	in	person.	The	filing	fee	for	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin	is	$15,	payable	at	the	time	of	submission.	Keep	in	mind	that	the	registration	for	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin	is	valid	for	ten	years.Tax	Considerations	for	a	DBA	in	WisconsinIt	is	essential	to	understand	that	obtaining	a	DBA	does	not	change	the	tax	status	of
your	business	entity.	Whether	you	operate	under	your	legal	name	or	a	DBA,	your	tax	obligations	remain	the	same.	As	a	DBA	does	not	create	a	separate	legal	entity,	you	do	not	need	a	separate	tax	identification	number	for	your	DBA.	Instead,	you	will	continue	using	the	tax	identification	number	associated	with	your	existing	business	entity.When	it
comes	to	taxes,	it	is	always	advisable	to	consult	with	a	qualified	tax	professional	who	can	guide	you	through	the	specific	requirements	and	implications	based	on	your	business	structure	and	activities.DBA	Forms	and	FeesTax	ConsiderationsFilling	out	the	DBA	formUnderstanding	tax	obligationsSubmitting	the	form	online	or	in	personContinuing	to	use
existing	tax	identification	numberPaying	the	$15	filing	feeConsulting	with	a	tax	professional	for	guidanceBy	following	the	necessary	forms	and	understanding	the	tax	considerations,	you	can	successfully	register	your	DBA	in	Wisconsin	and	ensure	compliance	with	the	states	requirements.	Remember	that	a	DBA	provides	you	with	a	distinct	business
identity,	but	it	does	not	change	your	tax	obligations	or	create	a	separate	legal	entity.Professional	DBA	Filing	ServicesWhen	it	comes	to	filing	for	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin,	there	are	several	professional	services	available	that	can	make	the	process	easier	and	more	convenient	for	business	owners.	These	services	specialize	in	assisting	with	DBA	filings,
trademark	searches,	registered	agent	services,	and	more.	Here	are	some	of	the	top	DBA	filing	service	providers	that	you	can	consider:LegalZoomIncfile.comNorthwest	Registered	AgentZenBusinessSwyft	FilingsMyCompanyWorksCorpnetMyCorporationThese	service	providers	have	established	a	reputation	for	their	expertise	and	reliability	in	assisting
businesses	with	DBA	filings	in	Wisconsin.	Whether	you	need	help	with	the	paperwork,	conducting	a	trademark	search,	or	ensuring	compliance	with	the	states	requirements,	these	services	can	provide	valuable	assistance.By	using	a	professional	DBA	filing	service,	you	can	save	time	and	effort,	ensuring	that	your	DBA	is	filed	accurately	and	efficiently.
Additionally,	these	services	often	offer	additional	features	and	assistance,	such	as	registered	agent	services	and	ongoing	compliance	support,	to	help	you	better	manage	your	business.Why	Consider	a	Professional	DBA	Filing	Service?While	filing	for	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin	can	be	done	independently,	there	are	several	reasons	why	business	owners	choose
to	utilize	professional	filing	services.	Firstly,	these	services	have	extensive	knowledge	and	experience	in	DBA	filings,	ensuring	that	all	necessary	paperwork	is	completed	correctly.	They	can	also	provide	valuable	guidance	and	assistance	throughout	the	entire	process,	helping	you	avoid	common	pitfalls	and	mistakes.Furthermore,	professional	DBA
filing	services	can	save	you	time	and	effort	by	handling	the	paperwork	and	administrative	tasks	on	your	behalf.	This	allows	you	to	focus	on	other	aspects	of	running	your	business,	knowing	that	your	DBA	filing	is	in	capable	hands.Ultimately,	the	decision	to	use	a	professional	DBA	filing	service	is	a	personal	one.	Consider	your	needs,	budget,	and	the
level	of	support	you	require	to	determine	if	utilizing	a	professional	service	is	the	right	choice	for	you.DBA	vs.	Fictitious	Business	NameA	DBA,	or	trade	name,	is	a	way	for	businesses	to	operate	under	a	name	that	is	not	their	legal	name.	It	provides	the	flexibility	to	use	a	different	name	for	branding	and	marketing	purposes	without	creating	a	separate
legal	entity.	In	comparison,	a	fictitious	business	name	is	connected	to	a	separate	legal	business	entity	and	often	used	by	sole	proprietors,	partnerships,	LLCs,	and	corporations.	While	both	DBAs	and	fictitious	business	names	serve	similar	purposes,	there	are	some	key	differences	to	consider.Difference	between	DBA	and	Trade	NameThe	main
difference	between	a	DBA	and	a	trade	name	is	that	a	DBA	is	only	an	alias,	while	a	trade	name	is	connected	to	a	separate	legal	business	entity.	With	a	DBA,	an	individual	or	business	can	operate	under	a	name	that	is	not	their	legal	name	while	remaining	under	the	same	legal	entity.	This	allows	for	more	versatility	in	marketing	and	branding	efforts
without	the	need	for	creating	a	new	business	structure.In	contrast,	a	trade	name	is	associated	with	a	separate	legal	entity,	such	as	an	LLC	or	corporation.	It	represents	a	distinct	business	entity,	often	formed	with	the	intention	of	separating	liability	and	assets	from	the	individual	or	parent	company.	A	trade	name	is	typically	used	when	establishing	a
new	company	or	expanding	an	existing	one	with	a	specific	brand	identity.Wisconsin	DBA	RequirementsIn	Wisconsin,	all	sole	proprietors,	partnerships,	LLCs,	and	corporations	must	register	a	DBA	if	they	wish	to	operate	under	a	name	other	than	their	legal	name.	The	process	for	registering	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin	involves	conducting	a	trademark	search
to	ensure	name	availability,	filing	the	necessary	paperwork	with	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions,	and	paying	the	required	fees.It	is	important	to	note	that	there	are	certain	restrictions	on	DBA	names	in	Wisconsin.	Names	that	contain	certain	words	or	imply	illegal	activities	are	not	permitted.	Additionally,	DBAs	cannot	be	used	to	mislead	or
deceive	the	public,	and	they	should	not	be	confused	with	trademarks	or	service	marks.DBAFictitious	Business	NameOnly	an	aliasConnected	to	a	separate	legal	entityAllows	for	more	versatility	in	marketing	and	branding	effortsSeparates	liability	and	assets	from	the	individual	or	parent	companyRequires	registration	for	sole	proprietors,	partnerships,
LLCs,	and	corporations	in	WisconsinOften	used	when	establishing	a	new	company	or	expanding	an	existing	one	with	a	specific	brand	identityConclusionAdding	a	DBA	to	an	LLC	in	Wisconsin	is	a	straightforward	process	that	can	provide	numerous	benefits	for	businesses.	By	following	the	steps	outlined	in	this	article,	you	can	successfully	register	a	DBA
and	begin	operating	under	a	name	that	is	different	from	your	legal	name.Obtaining	a	DBA	allows	you	to	create	a	separate	brand	identity,	which	can	be	useful	for	expanding	your	business	offerings	and	attracting	a	wider	range	of	customers.	Additionally,	having	a	DBA	can	help	protect	your	personal	privacy	by	allowing	you	to	conduct	business	under	a
different	name.It	is	important	to	remember	that	when	choosing	a	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin,	you	must	comply	with	the	states	requirements	and	ensure	that	your	name	does	not	contain	restricted	words	or	imply	illegal	activities.	Conducting	a	trademark	search	is	also	crucial	to	verify	name	availability	and	avoid	any	potential	conflicts.If	you	find	the
process	of	registering	a	DBA	overwhelming	or	time-consuming,	there	are	professional	DBA	filing	services	available	that	can	assist	you	with	the	process.	These	services	can	handle	the	paperwork,	trademark	searches,	and	other	aspects	of	DBA	registration,	saving	you	time	and	ensuring	that	everything	is	done	correctly.	A	DBA,	or	doing	business	as,	is	a
registered	name	that	allows	a	business	or	individual	to	operate	under	a	different	name	than	their	legal	name.	You	may	need	a	DBA	to	create	a	separate	brand	identity,	expand	business	offerings	under	a	different	name,	and	protect	personal	privacy.	To	set	up	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin,	you	need	to	conduct	a	trademark	search	to	check	for	name	availability.
Then,	file	your	Wisconsin	DBA	with	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions,	providing	specific	information	about	your	fictitious	business	name.	Finally,	pay	the	Wisconsin	DBA	filing	fees.	Remember	that	certain	words	or	implications	of	illegal	activities	are	not	allowed	in	a	DBA	name	in	Wisconsin.	To	file	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin,	you	will	need	to	fill	out	a
form	online	or	in	person	through	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions	website.	The	filing	fee	for	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin	is	$15,	and	the	registration	is	valid	for	ten	years.	Its	important	to	note	that	a	DBA	does	not	change	the	tax	status	of	a	business	entity,	and	you	do	not	need	a	separate	tax	ID	number	for	a	DBA.	Yes,	several	professional	DBA	filing
services	can	assist	with	the	process.	Reputable	options	include	LegalZoom,	Incfile.com,	Northwest	Registered	Agent,	ZenBusiness,	Swyft	Filings,	MyCompanyWorks,	Corpnet,	and	MyCorporation.	These	services	offer	assistance	with	DBA	filing,	trademark	searches,	registered	agent	services,	and	more.	The	main	difference	between	a	DBA	and	a
fictitious	business	name	is	that	a	DBA	is	only	an	alias,	while	a	fictitious	business	name	is	connected	to	a	separate	legal	business	entity.	In	Wisconsin,	all	sole	proprietors,	partnerships,	LLCs,	and	corporations	must	register	a	DBA	if	they	wish	to	operate	under	a	name	other	than	their	legal	name.Source	Links	If	youre	curious	about	the	significance	of
DBA	registration	in	Wisconsin	and	want	to	know	the	steps	involved,	youre	in	the	right	place.	A	DBA,	or	Doing	Business	As,	lets	business	owners	use	an	alternate	name	for	their	business	in	Wisconsin.	Its	useful	for	purposes	like	marketing,	sales,	or	legal	matters.	In	other	states,	it	might	also	be	called	a	fictitious	name,	assumed	name,	or	trade	name.
Unlike	a	Limited	Liability	Company	(LLC),	a	DBA	doesnt	create	a	formal	business	structure	or	offer	the	same	benefits.	Registering	an	LLC	in	Wisconsin	is	often	more	advantageous	because	it	provides	better	tax	benefits	and	legal	protections.	>>	File	a	DBA	With	Bizee	>>	A	Wisconsin	DBA,	also	known	as	a	trade	name,	provides	an	alternative	name
that	can	be	used	by	any	type	of	business	operating	in	Wisconsin.	By	using	a	DBA,	Limited	Liability	Companies	(LLCs)	or	corporations	can	either	abbreviate	their	legal	business	name	or	expand	their	range	of	offerings	without	the	need	to	establish	a	separate	entity.	For	sole	proprietors	whose	legal	business	names	consist	of	their	full	names,	a	DBA
enables	them	to	adopt	a	professional-sounding	or	industry-relevant	business	name	that	aligns	with	the	products	or	services	they	provide.	Similar	to	your	legal	business	name,	you	can	use	DBAs	for	various	purposes,	including:	Advertise	Create	websites	and	social	media	accounts	Setting	up	a	point-of-sale	system	Opening	a	business	bank	account
Please	note	that	a	DBA	is	merely	a	title	for	your	business	and	doesnt	constitute	an	actual	business	entity.	When	you	have	a	DBA,	youll	still	be	required	to	file	taxes	using	your	legal	business	name	and	existing	EIN	(or	SSN	if	youre	a	sole	proprietor).	If	you	desire	stronger	protection	for	your	trade	name,	consider	registering	a	trademark	at	the	federal
level.	Obtaining	a	trademark	for	your	business	name	can	enhance	your	claim	of	ownership	in	the	event	of	any	trade	name	disputes.	To	comply	with	Wisconsin	regulations,	any	business	entity	operating	as	a	sole	proprietorship,	general	partnership,	corporation,	Limited	Liability	Company	(LLC),	Limited	Partnership	(LP),	Limited	Liability	Partnership
(LLP),	or	an	out-of-state	company	conducting	regular	business	in	Wisconsin	using	a	name	other	than	their	legal	name	must	submit	a	DBA	filing	to	the	Wisconsin	Secretary	of	State.	>>	Visit	Bizee	>>	Successfully	registering	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin	requires	careful	navigation	through	several	essential	steps.	Each	step	is	crucial	in	ensuring	a	smooth	and
error-free	registration	process.	Any	mistakes	made	during	these	procedures	could	lead	to	the	rejection	of	your	application	or	even	more	severe	consequences.	In	Wisconsin,	state	authorities	can	impose	fines	or	shut	down	your	business	if	you	improperly	use	a	name	in	legal	or	business	contexts.	Its	advisable	to	engage	professional	services	to	avoid	any
uncertainties	or	concerns	associated	with	the	DBA	process.	These	professional	services	have	an	in-depth	understanding	of	Wisconsins	specific	requirements	and	can	assist	you	in	selecting	an	optimal	name	before	initiating	the	necessary	paperwork.	These	companies	offer	various	valuable	services,	including	LLC	filing,	which	can	be	highly	beneficial	as
your	business	expands.	After	conducting	thorough	research,	we	have	identified	the	top	professional	services	that	cater	specifically	to	meeting	your	DBA	needs	in	Wisconsin:	To	initiate	registering	a	DBA,	obtain	a	Wisconsin	sellers	permit.	If	your	business	has	been	operating	for	some	time	now,	you	already	possess	one.	Any	business	engaged	in	retail
sales	in	Wisconsin	is	obligated	to	obtain	this	permit.	For	those	who	have	already	filled	out	the	Application	for	Wisconsin	Business	Tax	Registration,	it	may	have	come	to	your	attention	that	theres	an	option	provided	to	list	a	trade	name.	However,	this	doesnt	equate	to	officially	registering	your	DBA.	To	successfully	register	your	DBA	in	the	state	of
Wisconsin,	certain	steps	need	to	be	followed:	If	you	havent	yet	opened	an	account	with	Wisconsins	UCC	and	Trademark	filing	system,	its	recommended	that	you	do	so	now.	By	having	an	online	account,	you	can	search	for	trademarked	names	and	simplify	registering	a	DBA.	Opening	an	account	is	a	straightforward	process	that	involves	providing	your
contact	details	and	creating	a	unique	username	and	password.	To	begin	registering	your	DBA	(Doing	Business	As)	in	Wisconsin,	conduct	a	thorough	search	of	the	states	business	name	records.	This	step	ensures	that	your	trade	name	doesnt	bear	excessive	similarity	to	any	other	registered	entity	name.	While	Wisconsin	permits	multiple	businesses	to
operate	under	the	same	or	similar	DBA	names,	it	strictly	prohibits	naming	your	business	after	an	existing	LLC	or	corporation.	Its	crucial	to	search	through	Wisconsins	Trademark	Portal	to	confirm	that	your	chosen	trade	name	has	yet	to	be	trademarked	within	the	state.	The	DBA	you	select	must	adhere	to	Wisconsins	guidelines	for	business	naming.
The	state	imposes	certain	restrictions	on	trade	names	and	prohibits	their	inclusion	of	specific	elements.	Refrain	from	using	business	entity	suffixes	such	as	LLC	or	Inc.	unless	your	business	corresponds	to	these	designations.	Avoid	incorporating	insurance	unless	your	business	operates	within	the	insurance	industry.	Dont	utilize	words	suggesting	that
your	business	is	structured	for	illicit	purposes.	Exercise	caution	when	using	terms	like	architecture,	engineering,	or	designing	without	the	requisite	governmental	authorization.	Access	your	account	and	choose	the	Register	a	Trademark	feature.	You	will	need	to	provide	the	following	details:	Legal	name	of	your	business	Business	mailing	address	EIN
or	SSN	Trade	name	to	be	registered	List	the	2-digit	classification	of	goods	and	services	you	will	file	your	trade	name	under	Enter	the	date	you	first	used	or	plan	to	use	the	trade	name	(this	cant	be	more	than	30	days	in	the	future)	Note:	Online	or	in-person	filings	are	the	only	way	to	register	a	trade	name.	In-person	filings	can	be	completed	at:
Trademark	Records	Section	WI	Dept	of	Financial	Institutions	4822	Madison	Yards	Way,	North	Tower	Madison	WI	53705	After	filling	out	the	application,	you	must	print	it,	have	it	notarized,	and	then	scan	and	upload	the	completed	form	as	a	PDF	file	to	your	online	account.	Once	this	process	is	finished,	you	can	submit	your	payment.	>>	Visit	Bizee
(Previously	Incfile)	>>	Renewing	your	Wisconsin	DBA	is	a	simple	process	that	can	be	done	conveniently	online	through	the	UCC	and	Trademark	online	filing	portal.	Accessing	your	account	and	navigating	the	Renew	Trade	Mark	or	Trade	Name	section	will	allow	you	to	initiate	the	renewal.	If	you	prefer	an	in-person	option,	you	can	submit	your	renewal
application	by	following	these	steps:	Trademark	Records	Section	WI	Dept	of	Financial	Institutions	4822	Madison	Yards	Way,	North	Tower	Madison	WI	53705	Wisconsins	DBAs	have	a	duration	of	10	years,	and	to	extend	your	DBA,	you	must	submit	the	necessary	paperwork	six	months	before	its	expiration.	The	renewal	fee	for	your	DBA	is	$15.	You	can
easily	visit	the	UCC	and	Trademark	website	to	cancel	your	DBA	and	select	the	Cancellation	of	Trade	Name/Trademark	form.	Complete	the	form	and	submit	it.	The	cancellation	of	your	DBA	name	doesnt	require	any	payment.	>>	File	a	DBA	With	Bizee	>>	Discover	the	top-notch	options	available	for	registering	a	fictional	name	in	Wisconsin.	Whatever
your	business	type,	Bizee	offers	a	step-by-step	guide	to	filing	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin,	referred	to	as	an	assumed	business	name.	Simply	provide	your	companys	information	and	receive	a	quote	to	establish	your	new	fictitious	name.	Bizee	will	manage	all	the	paperwork	and	regulatory	hurdles.	Beyond	filing	DBA	applications	in	Wisconsin,	Bizees	services
have	been	trusted	by	over	800,000	business	owners	for	tasks	like	LLC	and	corporation	formation,	securing	Employer	Identification	Numbers,	and	setting	up	registered	agents.	They	offer	comprehensive	business	compliance	support	to	streamline	the	entire	process.	>>	Consider	DBA	With	Bizee	>>	BusinessRocket	provides	an	indispensable	service	for
individuals	looking	to	file	a	Doing	Business	As	(DBA)	in	Wisconsin.	This	platform	offers	entrepreneurs	and	business	owners	a	seamless	and	user-friendly	experience.	Simplifying	the	often	complex	paperwork	involved	in	DBA	registration	in	Wisconsin,	BusinessRocket	provides	intuitive	online	tools	and	step-by-step	guidance.	The	main	goal	of
BusinessRocket	is	to	streamline	the	entire	process,	helping	individuals	navigate	the	legal	requirements	while	ensuring	their	chosen	business	name	is	unique	and	compliant	with	Wisconsin	regulations.	With	features	like	document	preparation	and	filing	help,	BusinessRocket	enables	a	smooth	DBA	registration	process,	supporting	individuals	as	they
establish	their	presence	in	Wisconsin.	>>	Start	Using	BusinessRocket	>>	Northwest	Registered	Agent	is	a	reliable	option	for	businesses	needing	various	legal	services,	specifically	DBA	filings	in	Wisconsin.	As	a	registered	agent	service,	Northwest	provides	a	physical	address	that	meets	the	states	requirements	for	an	alternate	business	name	and
offers	additional	compliance	services	such	as	annual	report	submissions	and	mail	forwarding.	This	holistic	approach	ensures	that	businesses	can	maintain	good	standing	with	the	state	while	relieving	owners	of	administrative	responsibilities.	By	entrusting	these	tasks	to	Northwest	Registered	Agent,	business	owners	can	focus	on	fostering	growth	and
development	within	their	enterprises.	>>	Start	Using	Northwest	Registered	Agent	>>	ZenBusiness	offers	a	complimentary	DBA	name	search	feature	for	Wisconsin,	enabling	individuals	to	narrow	down	their	options	effectively.	By	providing	keywords,	ZenBusiness	presents	suggestions	that	can	serve	as	inspiration	or	be	directly	selected.	Once	a	name
is	chosen,	it	takes	just	ten	minutes	to	provide	ZenBusiness	with	the	required	information	to	file	on	behalf	of	the	user.	The	platform	maintains	transparency	regarding	startup	costs	and	provides	support	after	the	DBA	application	process.	It	offers	an	array	of	tools	aimed	at	helping	businesses	maintain	compliance	and	can	assist	in	managing	all	financial
aspects	during	tax	season	each	year.	>>	Start	Using	ZenBusiness	>>In	Wisconsin,	registering	a	DBA	solely	alters	the	name	of	a	company	Registering	a	DBA	doesnt	impact	the	tax	status	of	a	business	entity	A	separate	Employer	Identification	Number	is	unnecessary,	as	a	DBA	doesnt	constitute	a	distinct	legal	entity	The	IRS	doesnt	mandate	obtaining
a	separate	tax	ID	number	for	a	DBA	In	Wisconsin,	the	fee	for	filing	a	DBA	is	$15.	A	fictitious	business	name	in	Wisconsin	has	no	expiration	date	and	doesnt	need	to	be	renewed.	>>	Consider	Bizee	>>	A	Wisconsin	DBA	is	a	business	name	that	serves	as	an	alternative	identity	for	your	company.	A	Wisconsin	LLC	is	an	officially	registered	business	entity
in	the	state	that	grants	owners	protection	against	liabilities	in	case	of	legal	action	or	bankruptcy.	Obtaining	a	DBA	for	your	business	allows	you	to	assign	it	a	name	specifically	for	marketing,	managing	bank	accounts,	and	making	vendor	payments.	Conversely,	establishing	an	LLC	creates	a	separate	legal	entity	independent	from	its	owners.	This
separation	affords	LLCs	their	widespread	appeal	due	to	the	legal	protection	it	offers.	Wisconsin	DBAs	provide	business	owners	with	a	simple	and	cost-effective	means	of	naming	their	businesses.	However,	this	only	pertains	to	the	naming	aspect	and	doesnt	bestow	any	distinct	entity	status	or	safeguards	against	lawsuits.	If	safeguarding	your	assets	and
providing	your	business	with	an	exclusive	name	are	priorities,	forming	a	Wisconsin	LLC	would	be	appropriate.	>>	Start	Using	Bizee	>>	If	you	require	further	information	regarding	filing	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin,	please	continue	reading	to	discover	the	solutions	youre	searching	for.	How	Long	Does	It	Take	Wisconsin	to	Process	a	DBA?Wisconsin	typically
requires	a	processing	time	of	three	to	five	business	days	for	DBA	registrations.	Unfortunately,	there	are	no	expedited	services	available	in	Wisconsin	for	this	process.	Can	I	Make	Changes	or	Amendments	to	My	Wisconsin	DBA?To	modify	your	Wisconsin	DBA,	complete	a	new	DBA	registration	form	through	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions
website	or	submit	it	in	person.	Both	online	and	in-person	methods	are	available	for	changing	your	registration.4822	Madison	Yards	Way,	North	TowerMadison,	WI	53705	The	shortened	business	term	DBA	means	doing	business	as.	A	DBA	is	any	registered	name	that	a	company	or	individual	uses	to	do	business	under	that	is	not	thelegal	name.Thelegal
nameof	a	company	is	different	depending	on	the	structure.	For	LLCs	and	corporations,	it	defaults	to	the	companys	name.	Forsole	proprietors	and	co-partnerships,	thelegal	nameis	the	full	personal	name	of	the	individual(s)	that	owns	the	company.ADBAis	often	referred	to	by	other	terms,	including	a	fictitious	name,	assumed	name,	or	businesstrade
name.	In	Wisconsin,	it	is	referred	to	as	a	state	trademark.For	instance,	if	you	open	a	business,	the	legal	name	will	be	your	name	(e.g.,	Donnie	Smith).	Donnie	Smith	wants	to	open	a	furniture	store.	He	does	not	want	his	businesss	name	to	be	his	own	name.	So,	Donnie	Smith	registers	a	DBA	Wisconsin	to	change	his	business	name	to	Donnies	House.	The
fictitious	business	name	is	now	the	name	of	his	business.The	Wisconsin	DBA	changes	nothing	else	about	Donnies	House.	The	DBA	only	gives	Donnie	Smith	the	power	to	operate	his	business	using	a	fictitious	business	name.LegalZoomFast,	affordable	DBA	filing	serviceComprehensive	name	searchGood	track	recordVisit	LegalZoomZenBusinessLow
costQuick	turnaroundExpert	service	and	supportVisit	ZenBusinessHow	to	set	up	a	DBA	in	WisconsinStep	1	Wisconsin	trademark	searchFiling	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin	does	not	prevent	others	from	using	the	same	fictitious	business	name.	DBA	names	are	filed	under	Wisconsins	trademark	category.	However,	it	is	recommended	that	a	business	choose	a
unique	name.	All	DBA	names	must	meet	state	requirements.You	will	search	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions	website	and	check	for	fictitious	business	name	availability.Step	2	File	your	Wisconsin	DBA	with	the	Department	of	Financial	InstitutionsYou	can	file	your	Wisconsin	DBA	online	or	in	person	using	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions
website.The	DBA	form	will	ask	for	specific	information	regarding	your	fictitious	business	name	including:Indicate	whether	this	is	a	registration	or	a	renewal.The	fictitious	business	name	youre	using.The	date	you	began	using	a	fictitious	name.Wisconsin	Department	of	Financial	Institutions4822	Madison	Yards	Way,	North	TowerMadison,	WI
53705Phone	number:	608-266-8915Step	3	Pay	Wisconsin	DBA	filing	feesThe	DBA	cost	in	Wisconsin	is	$15.	Your	fictitious	business	name	will	expire	every	ten	years.You	can	renew	your	Wisconsin	DBA	online	using	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions	website.	The	cost	for	renewal	is	$15.Wisconsin	DBA	name	restrictionsInWisconsin,	a	DBA
namecant	contain	any	of	the	following:Business	entitysuffixes	such	as	LLC,incorporation,	Inc,	etc.,	unless	it	is	your	actualbusiness	structure.The	word	insurance	unless	youre	in	the	insurance	industry,	or	you	make	it	clear	youre	not	related	to	it.Any	words	that	imply	or	insinuate	that	your	business	is	organized	for	illegal	reasons.The	words	architecture,
engineering,	or	designing	without	the	proper	governmental	approval.Forms	needed	to	file	a	DBA	in	WisconsinDepartment	of	Financial	Institutions	websiteYou	will	need	to	create	a	unique	login	to	manage	your	Wisconsin	DBA.Wisconsin	DBA	tax	considerationsIn	Wisconsin,	aDBAonly	changes	a	companys	name.A	DBA	has	no	effect	on	the	status	of
abusiness	entityfor	tax	purposes.You	do	not	have	to	have	a	separateemployer	identification	number	because	aDBAis	not	a	separatelegalentity.TheIRSdoes	not	require	that	you	have	a	separatetax	IDnumber.How	much	does	a	DBA	filing	cost	in	Wisconsin?The	DBA	filing	fee	in	Wisconsin	is	$15.	A	fictitious	business	name	in	Wisconsin	does	not	expire	and
does	not	require	renewal.LegalZoom:	LegalZoom	does	it	all.	Its	design	aims	to	be	a	one-stop-shop	for	small	businesses	and	their	legal	needs	but	its	DBA	filing	service	is	top-rated.Swyft	Filings:	Swyft	Filings	assigns	a	registered	agent	to	every	client,	making	them	a	customer	favorite.	Swyft	Filings	offers	a	DBA	obtainment	package	that	costs	$99	plus
state	fees.BizFilings:	BizFilings	offers	entrepreneurs	and	small	businesses	services,	such	as	LLC	filing	and	incorporation	services.	The	starting	price	of	$99	plus	state	fees	for	BizFilings	DBA	obtainment	services	is	pretty	standard.	However,	it	doesnt	include	a	name	check	in	states	that	require	them.	Alabama	does.MyCompanyWorks:
MyCompanyWorks	doesnt	have	the	experience	that	other	professional	DBA	obtainment	services	have.	However,	theyve	served	thousands	of	businesses	successfully.	MyCompanyWorks	offers	one	DBA	filing	package	for	$99	plus	state	fees.	You	can	add	a	couple	of	extras	for	additional	fees.CorpNet:	Corpnets	biggest	draw	is	that	they	have	the	best
customers.	It	is	hard	to	find	a	bad	review	about	their	DBA	obtainment	services.MyCorporation:	MyCorporation	has	served	over	a	million	businesses	over	the	last	20+	years.	Their	customer	reviews	reflect	their	longevity	and	success.	The	cost	of	MyCorportation	DBA	services	is	$99	plus	State	Fees.	The	expedited	rush	service	is	an	additional	$100.DBA
vs.	fictitious	business	nameA	fictitious	business	name,	orDBA,	is	how	businesses	operate	using	a	name	that	is	the	businesslegal	name.The	only	difference	between	aDBAnameand	a	business	trade	nameis	that	aDBAis	only	an	alias.A	DBA	must	be	associated	with	a	separatelegalbusiness	entity.ADBAand	a	fictitious	business	name	mean	the	same
thing.Who	needs	a	DBA?In	Wisconsin,	allsole	proprietors,	partnerships,	corporations,	LLCs,	LPs,	and	LLPs	register	aDBAnameif	they	wish	to	operate	a	business	using	any	name	other	than	itslegal	name.Most	businesses	benefit	from	a	DBA.	The	benefits	of	a	DBA	depend	on	the	business	structure	and	the	personal	preferences	of	the	owner(s).New
businesses.In	Wisconsin,	new	businesses	must	acquire	a	DBA	before	operating	using	a	different	name.	Wisconsin	DBA	registration	is	a	recommendation	for	all	new	businesses.Sole	proprietors.	A	business	and	its	owner	are	the	same	legal	entity.	It	means	that	they	share	a	name	unless	you	file	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin.LLCs.In	Wisconsin,	an	LLC	is	required
to	register	a	DBA.	Without	a	DBA,	everynew	businessan	LLC	purchases	and	manages	would	do	so	under	the	official	andlegal	name.	Also,	registering	a	fictitious	business	nameallows	an	LLC	to	expand	and	operate	part	of	its	company	outside	of	the	LLC	name.Corporations.	Often,	corporations	purchase	and	operate	businesses	in	various
industries.Incorporations	must	file	a	DBA	to	do	business	using	adifferent	namefrom	the	corporationslegal	name	In	Wisconsin.Franchises.	Most	franchisees	utilize	DBAs.	For	example,	if	you	buy	a	Holiday	Inn	franchise.	Holiday	Inn	is	an	LLC,	which	means	that	a	new	franchise	would	be	listed	as	7856	Holiday	Inn	LLC.	To	change	the	name	of	the
franchise	from	its	numerical	listing	to	just	Holiday	Inn,	you	would	have	to	register	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin.	Nothing	else	about	the	franchise	changes.A	DBA	allows	smallbusiness	owners	and	startupsthe	creative	freedom	to	name	their	businesses.	A	DBA	also	givessmall	businessesthe	benefit	of	avoiding	the	cumbersome	process	of	forming	and	registering	a
separate	LLC	just	to	use	a	new	name.Why	do	you	need	a	DBA?A	DBA	makes	things	easy	for	small	businesses	and	startups.	Registering	a	DBA	in	Wisconsinonly	changes	the	name	of	a	company.	Registering	aDBAis	a	cost-effective	and	simple	way	forsole	proprietorships	to	use	a	fictitious	business	name	without	the	complicated	and	costly	process	of
forming	a	separate	limited	liability	company.A	DBA	will	benefit	your	LLC	or	incorporation.	An	LLCwould	have	to	form	separate	companies	for	every	business	it	buys	in	the	absence	of	a	Wisconsin	DBA.	For	example,	Ben	Medical	Supplies	LLC	wants	to	open	a	pharmacy	that	is	a	separate	business	from	the	LLC.	The	LLC	will	file	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin	to
change	the	name	to	Fill	My	Pills.	The	DBA	changes	nothing	else	about	the	construction	company.A	DBA	is	a	remedy	for	privacy	concerns	of	sole	proprietors	and	general	partnerships.A	Wisconsin	DBA	allows	business	owners	to	use	a	fictitious	business	nameon	public-facing	material	instead	of	using	their	personal	name.A	DBA	makes	business	banking
less	complicated.Most	financial	institutions	require	companies	to	file	aDBAbefore	opening	abusinessbank	account.	It	is	safest	to	open	a	bank	account	for	anew	business	because	itseparates	your	business	banking	account	from	your	personal	business	account.	It	is	recommended	to	protect	personal	assetsand	credit	scores.	ADBA	by	itselfoffers	nolegal
protectionor	personalliability	protection.ADBAis	yourbrand	name	in	Wisconsin.The	name	you	choose	for	your	business,	or	brand	name,	is	the	first	thing	someone	notices.	A	DBA	name	alerts	your	audience	to	what	youre	offering.	For	example,	had	Donnie	Smith	not	filed	a	DBA	in	Wisconsin,	no	one	would	know	he	opened	a	furniture	store.FAQsHow	long
does	it	take	Wisconsin	to	process	a	DBA?It	takes	Wisconsin	three	to	five	business	days	to	process	a	DBA	registration.Wisconsin	does	not	offer	any	expedited	services.Can	I	make	changes	or	amendments	to	my	Wisconsin	DBA?You	must	submit	a	new	DBA	registration	form	online	using	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions	website	or	in	person	to
make	changes	to	your	Wisconsin	DBA.4822	Madison	Yards	Way,	North	TowerMadison,	WI	53705Can	I	withdraw	or	cancel	my	Wisconsin	DBA?You	can	withdraw	your	Wisconsin	DBA	online	using	the	Department	of	Financial	Institutions	website	or	in	person.4822	Madison	Yards	Way,	North	TowerMadison	WI	53705How	many	DBAs	can	I	have	in
Wisconsin?In	Wisconsin,	you	can	register	as	many	business	trade	namesas	you	desire.You	must	follow	the	same	DBA	registration	process	with	every	DBA.The	Wisconsin	Department	of	Financial	Institutions	must	approve	all	fictitious	business	names.Are	WisconsinDBAsand	trademarks	the	same	thing?ADBAand	a	trademark	are	two	different
things.However,	in	Wisconsin,	the	Wisconsin	Department	of	Financial	Institution	qualifies	a	DBA	name	as	a	state	trademark.	But,	it	does	not	trademark	it	nationally.Registering	a	fictitious	business	name	in	Wisconsin	does	not	protect	others	from	using	it.ADBAallows	businesses	to	use	an	assumed	business	namethat	is	not	theirlegal	name.A	trademark
is	a	type	of	intellectual	property	registration	that	protects	a	business	brand.A	trademark	does	protect	yourbrand	namein	both	the	state	and	the	country.	

How	to	add	a	dba	to	an	llc.	Dba	wisconsin.	Llc	with	a	dba.	Setting	up	a	dba	in	wisconsin.	How	can	i	add	a	dba	to	my	llc.




