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Massachusetts	License	Plate	Lookup	/Replacement	License	Plate	A	license	plate	replacement	in	Massachusetts	is	obtaining	new	ones	to	replace	old,	lost,	stolen,	or	damaged	ones.	The	Commonwealth	of	Massachusetts	provides	a	streamlined	process	through	the	Massachusetts	Registry	of	Motor	Vehicles	(RMV)	for	vehicle	owners	to	request	one	or	two
replacement	license	plates	at	any	time.	The	replacement	plates	will	bear	the	same	number	as	the	ones	being	replaced,	ensuring	continuity	and	compliance	with	state	regulations.When	Do	You	Need	To	Replace	Your	Massachusetts	License	Plate?You	may	need	to	replace	your	Massachusetts	license	plate	if	it	is	lost,	stolen,	damaged,	or	has	become
illegible	due	to	wear	and	tear.	Additionally,	if	your	plate	fails	to	meet	the	visibility	requirements	set	forth	by	state	law,	a	replacement	is	necessary	to	comply	with	legal	standards	and	avoid	potential	fines.How	To	Get	a	Replacement	License	Plate	in	MassachusettsTo	obtain	a	replacement	license	plate	in	Massachusetts,	vehicle	owners	must	submit	a
request	to	the	RMV	online,	in	person,	or	via	mail.	The	process	involves:Completing	an	application	form.	Paying	a	replacement	fee.	Providing	any	required	documentation	to	verify	ownership	and	the	need	for	replacement.	Where	To	Replace	a	License	Plate	in	Massachusetts?Vehicle	owners	can	replace	a	license	plate	in	Massachusetts	through	several
avenues:Online:	Through	the	RMV's	official	website.	In-Person:	By	visiting	a	local	RMV	Service	Center.	A	complete	list	of	locations	and	their	addresses	can	be	found	on	the	RMV's	website.	Via	Mail:	Send	the	completed	application	and	necessary	documents	to	the	RMV's	mailing	address.	For	more	assistance,	individuals	can	contact	the	RMV	Service
Centers	at	(857)	368-8000	or	visit	their	website	for	specific	addresses	and	hours	of	operation.Can	You	Replace	a	Massachusetts	License	Plate	Online?Yes,	Massachusetts	allows	vehicle	owners	to	request	a	replacement	license	plate	online	through	the	RMV's	official	website.	This	convenient	option	streamlines	the	process,	enabling	individuals	to	apply
for	a	replacement	from	the	comfort	of	their	home.What	Do	You	Need	To	Replace	Your	License	Plate	in	Massachusetts?To	replace	your	license	plate	in	Massachusetts,	the	path	includes	several	key	steps	and	requires	specific	documents:Complete	the	Application	for	Replacement	Plates	form	available	on	the	RMV	website.	Provide	proof	of	vehicle
ownership,	such	as	the	vehicle	registration	or	title.	Submit	a	police	report	if	the	license	plate	was	stolen.	Pay	the	replacement	fee,	which	varies	depending	on	the	type	of	plate	being	replaced.	If	applying	in	person	or	via	mail,	bring	or	send	all	documents	to	the	RMV	or	the	designated	mailing	address.	Do	You	Need	Insurance	To	Replace	Plates	in
Massachusetts?Yes,	to	replace	plates	in	Massachusetts,	your	vehicle	must	be	currently	insured	under	a	policy	that	meets	state	minimum	coverage	standards.	Proof	of	insurance	may	be	required	as	part	of	the	replacement	process.How	Much	Is	License	Plate	Replacement	in	Massachusetts?In	Massachusetts,	the	fee	for	replacing	a	license	plate	is	$10
per	plate.	This	fee	applies	to	all	plate	types	when	ordering	replacements	through	the	Massachusetts	Registry	of	Motor	Vehicles	(RMV).	If	one	or	both	plates	are	lost,	stolen,	or	damaged,	vehicle	owners	can	visit	a	full-service	RMV	Service	Center	to	order	or	obtain	new	red	plates	at	this	rate.	A	temporary	plate	permit,	which	serves	as	a	provisional
registration,	may	also	be	issued	during	the	replacement	process.How	Long	Does	It	Take	To	Get	Replacement	License	Plates	in	Massachusetts?The	time	frame	for	receiving	replacement	license	plates	in	Massachusetts	can	vary.	Once	the	application	is	processed,	plates	are	typically	mailed	to	the	owner's	registered	address	within	10	to	14	business
days.	Urgent	cases	may	be	expedited	at	the	discretion	of	the	RMV,	especially	in	scenarios	involving	stolen	plates.To	renew	your	license	plates	in	Massachusetts,	you	have	multiple	options.	You	can	renew	them	online	through	the	RMV's	website,	by	mail,	or	in	person	at	an	RMV	office.	Ensure	you	have	the	necessary	documents	and	payment	information
ready	for	a	smooth	renewal	process.Yes,	Massachusetts	offers	custom	license	plates.	You	can	personalize	your	plate	with	a	combination	of	letters	and	numbers,	subject	to	certain	guidelines	and	availability.	Check	the	RMV's	website	for	more	information	on	how	to	customize	your	license	plate.Yes,	Massachusetts	requires	vehicles	to	display	a	front
license	plate	in	addition	to	the	rear	plate.	Both	front	and	rear	plates	must	be	securely	attached,	clearly	visible,	and	unobstructed.Yes,	it	is	mandatory	to	return	license	plates	in	Massachusetts	when	you	no	longer	require	them.	Proper	plate	return	helps	prevent	misuse	and	identity	theft.	You	can	return	your	plates	by	visiting	your	local	RMV	office	or
mailing	them	to	the	appropriate	address.	Ensure	you	follow	the	necessary	steps	to	ensure	a	proper	return.Massachusetts	license	plate	requirements	include	securely	attaching	both	the	front	and	rear	license	plates	to	the	vehicle.	The	plates	should	be	clearly	visible	and	unobstructed,	with	registration	numbers	and	letters	legible	from	a	reasonable
distance.	Additional	guidelines	may	apply	for	specialized	plates	or	temporary	plates.You	can	check	the	availability	of	a	custom	license	plate	in	Massachusetts	by	using	the	RMV's	online	tool.	Visit	the	RMV	website	and	enter	your	desired	combination	of	letters	and	numbers	to	see	if	it	is	available	for	customization.	Keep	in	mind	that	certain	combinations
may	be	restricted	or	already	taken.The	cost	to	renew	your	license	plates	in	Massachusetts	varies	depending	on	the	type	of	vehicle	and	the	duration	of	the	renewal	period.	Visit	the	RMV's	website	or	contact	your	local	RMV	office	for	specific	fee	information	related	to	your	vehicle	and	renewal	term.Yes,	in	Massachusetts,	you	can	transfer	license	plates
to	another	person	under	certain	circumstances.	The	transfer	process	involves	completing	the	necessary	paperwork	and	paying	any	applicable	fees.	Visit	your	local	RMV	office	or	check	the	RMV's	website	for	detailed	information	on	license	plate	transfers.If	your	license	plates	are	lost	or	stolen	in	Massachusetts,	it	is	important	to	report	the	incident	to
the	local	law	enforcement	agency.	Additionally,	you	should	notify	the	RMV	and	follow	their	instructions	for	obtaining	replacement	plates.	This	typically	involves	completing	a	lost/stolen	plate	form	and	paying	a	fee	for	the	replacement.	After	purchasing	a	new	or	used	vehicle,	motorists	may	need	to	apply	for	a	DMV	license	plate	in	Massachusetts.
Overall,	this	credential	is	processed	and	issued	by	the	Registry	of	Motor	Vehicles	(RMV),	which	is	under	the	states	Department	of	Transportation	(MassDOT).	Common	car	registration	plates	in	MA	include	passenger	plates,	specialty	plates	or	vanity	plates,	all	of	which	serve	different	purposes	and	incur	varying	fees.In	order	to	get	new	registration
plates,	car	owners	must	meet	all	of	the	state	requirements	for	a	motor	vehicle	registration,	which	include	the	payment	of	applicable	license	plate	fees.	After	obtaining	new	credentials,	drivers	must	renew	license	plate	stickers	or	tags	on	a	regular	basis,	always	before	these	documents	reach	their	expiration	dates.	Explore	how	to	get	a	license	plate,	as
well	as	how	to	renew,	replace	or	transfer	an	existing	car	tag,	by	reviewing	the	information	below.Types	of	License	Plates	in	MassachusettsMost	vehicle	owners	who	need	to	obtain	new	registration	plates	in	Massachusetts	opt	for	purchasing	standard	passenger	plates,	which	display	a	white	background	with	red	lettering	or	a	white	background	with
green	lettering.	However,	the	RMV	also	offers	other	types	of	car	tags,	such	as	passenger	reserved	plates,	veterans	plates,	special	plates	or	organizational	plates.	Additional	types	of	car	registration	plates	include	disability	tags,	vanity	plates,	lottery	plates,	electric	vehicle	plates	and	low-speed	vehicle	plates.Furthermore,	RMV	license	plate	fees	and
requirements	typically	vary	according	to	each	type	of	tag.	For	instance,	organizational	car	registration	tags	help	to	support	local	causes,	such	as	the	Blackstone	Valley,	Fish	and	Wildlife	and	Cure	Breast	Cancer	institutions.	As	such,	these	tags	may	incur	higher	costs	in	order	to	support	local	organizations.Note:	The	Massachusetts	RMV	does	not
provide	vehicle	owners	with	temporary	registration	plates,	unless	the	driver	loses	or	damages	his	or	her	current	car	tag.How	to	Apply	for	a	License	Plate	in	MassachusettsCar	owners	must	apply	for	a	Massachusetts	RMV	license	plate	after	purchasing	a	new	or	used	vehicle	from	a	private	seller	or	licensed	dealership	in	the	state.	However,	the	license
plate	application	process	differs	slightly	depending	on	where	motorists	acquire	the	vehicle.	For	example,	if	drivers	purchase	a	vehicle	from	a	car	dealership,	the	dealer	must	complete	the	titling	and	registration	application	on	behalf	of	the	buyer.	Then,	car	owners	must	bring	the	new	car	tag	application	to	their	insurance	agent,	who	will	stamp	the
paperwork.After	having	your	car	registration	tag	application	certified	by	an	auto	insurance	agent,	motorists	must	submit	the	form	in	person	at	an	RMV	branch,	along	with	the	vehicles	certificate	of	origin,	current	title	certificate	(or	the	dealers	re-assignment	form)	and	the	vehicles	previous	registration	certificate.On	the	other	hand,	if	you	intend	to	get
MA	car	tags	after	purchasing	a	vehicle	from	a	private	seller,	you	must	visit	an	insurance	agent	to	obtain	an	auto	insurance	policy.	Then,	the	insurance	agent	must	complete,	sign	and	stamp	your	application	form	before	you	can	submit	it	to	an	RMV	branch	along	with	all	of	the	supporting	documentation.How	to	Renew	License	Plate	Tags	in
MassachusettsIn	most	cases,	vehicle	owners	must	renew	license	plate	credentials	once	every	two	years.	However,	certain	types	of	vehicle	require	drivers	to	complete	the	annual	car	tag	renewal	process	in	Massachusetts,	including	vehicles	with	personalized	plates,	government	vehicles,	emergency	vehicles	and	certain	military	or	commercial
vehicles.As	a	reminder	of	the	vehicles	upcoming	expiration	date,	the	RMV	sends	motorists	a	renewal	notice	between	six	and	eight	weeks	before	the	vehicles	license	plate	is	set	to	expire.	If	you	do	not	receive	a	license	plate	renewal	notice	for	any	reason,	you	must	request	an	appropriate	form	from	your	insurance	agent.	Moreover,	an	insurance	agent
must	complete	and	stamp	this	form	before	you	submit	it	to	the	RMV.Renewing	license	plate	materials	can	be	done	online,	in	person,	over	the	phone	or	by	mail.	In	order	to	renew	a	car	registration	tag	online,	applicants	must	follow	the	instructions	on	the	official	RMV	portal,	where	they	will	provide	their	drivers	license	number	and	vehicles	registration
number.	Then,	motorists	must	submit	payment	in	the	form	of	a	credit	card,	debit	card	or	check.	If	car	owners	cannot	complete	the	online	car	tag	renewal	process,	they	may	apply	over	the	telephone	by	using	the	RMVs	automated	phone	system	and	providing	their	vehicles	registration	number	along	with	their	drivers	license	number.To	renew	RMV	car
tags	in	person	or	by	mail,	vehicle	owners	must	submit	their	registration	renewal	notice	(with	a	valid	auto	insurance	stamp,	if	applicable),	along	with	an	acceptable	payment	method	for	the	applicable	plate	renewal	fees.How	to	Replace	License	Plates	in	MassachusettsIn	order	to	replace	license	plate	credentials,	you	must	visit	an	RMV	branch	in	person
or	request	a	replacement	over	the	phone.	This	procedure	is	most	common	when	your	MA	RMV	license	plate	goes	missing	or	sustains	enough	damages.	As	a	general	rule,	you	must	order	a	replacement	credential	through	the	Registry	of	Motor	Vehicles.	Moreover,	if	both	of	your	license	plates	are	lost	or	were	stolen	from	you,	you	will	be	given	a	new	car
tag	number	while	replacing	license	plate	credentials.If	you	need	to	replace	green	Massachusetts	car	tags,	you	may	exchange	them	for	a	set	of	red	plates	at	no	charge.	During	the	process	of	how	to	replace	license	plate	credentials	such	as	these,	you	must	complete	the	appropriate	application	form	and	submit	it	in	person	at	an	RMV	branch.
Additionally,	you	must	surrender	your	current	license	plates,	in	the	case	that	they	are	still	in	your	possession.How	to	Transfer	License	Plates	in	MassachusettsAfter	you	purchase	a	new	or	used	vehicle,	you	may	transfer	your	current	Massachusetts	car	registration	tags	to	the	newly-acquired	vehicle	if	you	wish	to	retain	your	license	plates.	However,
you	may	only	transfer	car	registration	plates	within	seven	calendar	days	from	selling	or	disposing	of	your	previous	vehicle.In	order	to	transfer	your	RMV	car	tags	from	one	vehicle	to	another,	you	must	complete	the	transfer	while	registering	the	new	vehicle	with	the	Registry	of	Motor	Vehicles.	During	this	time,	you	must	pay	tag	transfer	fees	and
submit	all	of	the	standard	documentation	for	registering	a	vehicle	in	the	state.Massachusetts	License	Plate	FeesIn	most	cases,	vehicle	owners	must	pay	RMV	car	tag	fees	in	Massachusetts	every	other	year.	However,	certain	types	of	vehicles	may	require	an	annual	registration	fee.	Furthermore,	new	car	tag	fees	generally	vary	for	commercial	vehicles,
motorcycles,	auto	homes,	buses	and	other	vehicle	types.In	addition,	car	owners	must	be	mindful	of	the	additional	fees	related	to	services	such	as	replacing	car	tags	or	transferring	license	plates	from	one	vehicle	to	another.	In	the	case	of	commercial	vehicles,	RMV	license	plate	fees	vary	according	to	the	weight	of	each	vehicle.	The	standard
registration	fee,	which	includes	the	issuance	of	license	plates,	is	$60.License	Plate	Lookups	in	MassachusettsAfter	purchasing	a	vehicle,	you	must	apply	for	new	registration	plates	through	the	Massachusetts	Registry	of	Motor	Vehicles.	However,	you	may	choose	to	perform	an	online	RMV	license	plate	lookup	before	purchasing	a	used	vehicle,	which
will	provide	you	with	peace	of	mind	during	the	process	of	purchasing	a	car	that	is	not	brand-new.Not	only	does	an	MA	RMV	car	tag	lookup	provide	you	with	information	about	the	vehicles	previous	owners,	collision	history	(if	applicable)	and	safety	recall	information,	but	you	will	also	learn	more	about	the	vehicles	manufacturer,	overall	performance
and	type	of	engine.	So,	youre	currently	dealing	with	trying	to	obtain	new	license	plates	or	transfer	your	current	ones?Going	through	the	process	of	switching	or	transferring	plates	can	feel	confusing	for	any	driver	-	especially	if	you	havent	had	to	do	it	yourself	before.At	Berry	Insurance,	were	experienced	in	helping	to	steer	our	clients	in	the	right
direction	when	theyre	looking	to	get	brand	new	license	plates	or	transfer	their	existing	plates	to	a	friend	or	family	member.So,	continue	reading	for	a	complete	breakdown	on	how	to	go	about	transferring	plates	or	replacing	lost/damaged	plates.How	do	I	order	replacement	plates	in	Massachusetts?If	youve	found	yourself	having	to	obtain	new	plates
after	one	or	both	have	become	lost	or	damaged	-	you	will	need	to	request	a	replacement	through	the	RMV.	You	are	allowed	to	request	one	or	two	replacement	plates	at	any	time.	These	replacement	plates	will	have	the	exact	same	number	and	be	the	same	plate	type	as	your	current	registration	plates.Orders	can	be	easily	handled	online	on	the	RMVs
website,	or	by	setting	up	an	in-person	appointment	with	your	local	RMV.What	do	you	need	to	order	replacement	plates?In	order	to	replace	your	vehicles	current	license	plates,	you	will	be	required	to	provide	the	following:The	completed	Application	for	Replacement	PlatesThe	vehicle's	current	license	plate	numberProof	of	vehicle	ownership,	such	as
the	vehicle's	registration	or	titleAdditional	information	about	the	driver	and	vehicleThe	replacement	feeAdditionally,	in	order	to	receive	replacement	plates	in	Massachusetts,	your	vehicle	must	be	insured	under	an	auto	insurance	policy	that	meets	the	state's	minimum	coverage	standards.	Proof	of	insurance	may	be	required	to	complete	the
replacement	process.	For	more	information	regarding	the	state	minimums,	and	why	you	should	actually	have	more,	check	out	this	guide:	How	Much	Car	Insurance	Do	I	Need?	(And	Why	the	State	Minimum	Isnt	Enough).How	much	does	it	cost	to	replace	my	license	plate(s)?License	plate	replacement	fees	for	all	plate	types	will	cost	you	$10	per	plate.
However,	there	is	no	fee	attached	if	your	vehicle	failed	inspection	for	an	illegible	plate.How	long	does	it	take	to	get	a	replacement	plate?The	amount	of	time	it	will	take	to	receive	your	replacement	plate	can	vary.	In	most	cases,	they	should	be	mailed	to	your	address	within	10	to	14	business	days.Once	completing	your	replacement	application,	the	RMV
will	issue	you	a	plate	permit	to	keep	in	your	vehicle	until	your	new	plate	arrives.	This	plate	permit	may	be	used	for	inspection	if	needed.	If	youve	lost	your	front	license	plate,	you	are	required	to	make	a	temporary	license	plate	number	to	attach	to	the	front	of	your	vehicle.If	you	have	instead	lost	your	rear	license	plate,	you	must	attach	your	remaining
front	license	plate	to	the	rear	of	the	vehicle	as	well	as	request	a	replacement	expiration	decal.	You	must	then	also	create	a	temporary	plate	with	the	plate	number	to	attach	to	the	front	of	your	vehicle.Another	thing	Massachusetts	drivers	should	be	aware	of	is	that	if	you	have	older	green	license	plates	that	are	damaged,	lost,	or	no	longer	legible,	then
they	will	need	to	be	replaced	with	red	plates	instead.	This	replacement	is	free	of	charge,	but	you	would	be	able	to	keep	your	older	plates	as	long	as	they	have	been	recently	redone	to	be	easier	to	read.How	do	I	transfer	plates	in	Massachusetts?Transferring	license	plates	from	one	vehicle	to	another	is	a	common	transaction	most	drivers	will	encounter
at	some	point.	Whether	you	just	got	a	new	vehicle	or	are	gifting	one,	the	RMV	easily	allows	drivers	to	transfer	plates	from	old	to	new	vehicles	or	to	another	driver.Drivers	should	not	go	through	the	process	of	transferring	plates	with	the	RMV	until	they	have	gone	to	their	insurance	agency	or	auto	dealer	to	process	the	transaction.In	Massachusetts,	you
typically	are	allowed	a	7-calendar-day	grace	period	from	the	day	you	dispose	of	your	previous	vehicle	to	register	your	new	vehicle.	However,	during	this	time	you	must	carry	proof	of	ownership	transfer	in	the	event	you	are	stopped	by	the	police.What	do	I	need	to	transfer	my	plates?To	transfer	your	license	plates/vehicle	registration	to	another	vehicle,
you	will	be	required	to	supply	the	following:	How	much	does	it	cost	to	transfer	plates?The	price	of	transferring	plates	will	vary	depending	on	your	specific	plate	type.	For	a	full	list	of	RMV	plate	types	and	associated	fees,	refer	to	the	RMVs	Schedule	of	Fees.How	long	does	it	take	to	transfer	plates?After	you	complete	the	transfer	transaction,	you	should
receive	a	registration	certificate	with	the	new	vehicle	information.The	title	should	then	be	processed	and	mailed	to	you	within	6	to	8	weeks.	If	you	currently	have	a	loan	on	the	vehicle,	the	title	will	be	mailed	directly	to	your	lienholder.What	if	I	have	low	number/lottery	plates?If	youve	applied	for	the	Massachusetts	low	plate	lottery	or	have	inherited	a
low	number	plate,	the	process	of	transitioning	to	your	new	plate	will	require	some	different	steps	due	to	their	rarity.When	looking	to	transfer	from	your	current	vehicle	plate,	you	should	bring	the	following	to	the	RMV:Your	old	license	platesA	completed	RTA	(Registration	and	Title	Application)	form	stamped	by	your	insurance	company	(if	the	vehicle	is
currently	registered)The	vehicle's	current	registrationYour	drivers	licenseIf	youre	instead	looking	to	register	a	new	vehicle	with	the	low	number	plates,	you	would	need	to	bring	the	following	to	the	RMV:A	completed	RTA	(Registration	and	Title	Application)	form	stamped	by	your	insurance	companyTitle	(if	the	vehicle	is	used)Certificate	of	origin	(if	the
vehicle	is	new)Bill	of	Sale	(if	the	vehicle	is	new)Your	drivers	licenseIf	youve	inherited	low	number	plates	from	a	loved	one,	you	may	be	at	a	loss	for	how	to	handle	the	entire	vehicle	transfer	process.	To	learn	more	about	how	to	handle	vehicle	transfers	after	the	previous	owner	has	passed,	read	this	article:	How	to	Transfer	a	Vehicle	After	Someone
Passes	Away.One	less	thing	on	your	plateWhile	transfers	and	replacements	can	seem	tedious	at	first,	following	the	steps	we	outlined	should	make	each	transaction	run	smoothly	-	and	let	you	check	off	one	more	step	on	your	list!If	you	instead	need	to	cancel	your	license	plates	altogether,	then	check	out	our	guide	on	how	to	go	about	plate	cancellations
in	Massachusetts.	We	break	down	exactly	what	youll	need	to	provide	and	what	to	do	with	your	plates	once	theyre	canceled.
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