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There	are	27	letters	in	the	Spanish	alphabet.	Thats	one	more	than	the	English	alphabet,	with	the	letter	being	the	additional	one	found	only	in	Spanish.All	the	other	26	letters	that	are	in	the	English	alphabet	are	also	represented	in	the	Spanish	alphabet,	but	with	different	names	and	pronunciation.In	Spanish,	the	alphabet	is	called	the	abecedario.	Below
you	will	find	all	27	letters,	along	with	an	example	word.	Click	on	a	letter	or	example	word	to	hear	the	pronunciation.Past	Changes	to	the	Spanish	AlphabetIf	youve	studied	Spanish	in	the	past	you	may	recall	that	there	used	to	be	more	letters	in	the	alphabet.	In	2014	the	Spanish	Royal	Academy	removed	the	ch	and	ll	letters	from	the	Spanish
alphabet.They	are	provided	below	as	examples,	though	you	should	no	longer	consider	them	separate	letters.	These	combinations	of	letters	and	the	sounds	they	produce	are	still	used	in	the	language,	of	course,	but	they	are	no	longer	considered	separate	letters.LetterPast	Name	in	SpanishSample	wordchce	hachechocolatellellelluviaThe	Mystery	of	the
rrThe	double	r	(rr)	in	Spanish	is	somewhat	of	a	mystery	to	many	people.	When	two	rs	appear	together	in	Spanish	they	mandate	that	the	sound	be	changed	to	what	is	called	a	rolling	r,	where	the	tongue	produces	a	vibrating	r	sound.	However,	the	rr	is	not	a	letter	in	the	alphabet.A	good	example	of	the	rolling	r	sound	in	Spanish	is	the	word	perro.	Notice
the	slight	vibration	in	the	r	sound	when	spoken.You	can	practice	the	rr	sound	more	by	using	the	oral	exercise	lesson,	Consonant:	RR.There	are	27	letters	in	the	Spanish	alphabet.	Thats	one	more	than	the	English	alphabet,	with	the	letter	being	the	additional	one	found	only	in	Spanish.All	the	other	26	letters	that	are	in	the	English	alphabet	are	also
represented	in	the	Spanish	alphabet,	but	with	different	names	and	pronunciation.In	Spanish,	the	alphabet	is	called	the	abecedario.	Below	you	will	find	all	27	letters,	along	with	an	example	word.	Click	on	a	letter	or	example	word	to	hear	the	pronunciation.Past	Changes	to	the	Spanish	AlphabetIf	youve	studied	Spanish	in	the	past	you	may	recall	that
there	used	to	be	more	letters	in	the	alphabet.	In	2014	the	Spanish	Royal	Academy	removed	the	ch	and	ll	letters	from	the	Spanish	alphabet.They	are	provided	below	as	examples,	though	you	should	no	longer	consider	them	separate	letters.	These	combinations	of	letters	and	the	sounds	they	produce	are	still	used	in	the	language,	of	course,	but	they	are
no	longer	considered	separate	letters.LetterPast	Name	in	SpanishSample	wordchce	hachechocolatellellelluviaThe	Mystery	of	the	rrThe	double	r	(rr)	in	Spanish	is	somewhat	of	a	mystery	to	many	people.	When	two	rs	appear	together	in	Spanish	they	mandate	that	the	sound	be	changed	to	what	is	called	a	rolling	r,	where	the	tongue	produces	a	vibrating
r	sound.	However,	the	rr	is	not	a	letter	in	the	alphabet.A	good	example	of	the	rolling	r	sound	in	Spanish	is	the	word	perro.	Notice	the	slight	vibration	in	the	r	sound	when	spoken.You	can	practice	the	rr	sound	more	by	using	the	oral	exercise	lesson,	Consonant:	RR.	The	Spanish	v	sounds	exactly	like	the	English	b	when	it	is	found	at	the	beginning	of	a
word	or	after	the	letter	n,	for	example	in	vaso(glass)	and	enviar(send).In	the	rest	of	the	positions,	the	Spanish	v	is	similar	to	the	English	b,	but	often	pronounced	with	the	lips	barely	open	rather	than	closed	tight.	Linguists	represent	this	variant	sound	of	v	as	[].	You	may	hear	it	inside	a	word	(except	before	n),	for	example:	caravana(caravan),
provocar(provoke),	arveja(pea),	and	ovni(UFO).	The	Spanish	v	sounds	exactly	like	the	English	b	when	it	is	found	at	the	beginning	of	a	word	or	after	the	letter	n,	for	example	in	vaso(glass)	and	enviar(send).In	the	rest	of	the	positions,	the	Spanish	v	is	similar	to	the	English	b,	but	often	pronounced	with	the	lips	barely	open	rather	than	closed	tight.
Linguists	represent	this	variant	sound	of	v	as	[].	You	may	hear	it	inside	a	word	(except	before	n),	for	example:	caravana(caravan),	provocar(provoke),	arveja(pea),	and	ovni(UFO).	The	Spanish	v	sounds	exactly	like	the	English	b	when	it	is	found	at	the	beginning	of	a	word	or	after	the	letter	n,	for	example	in	vaso(glass)	and	enviar(send).In	the	rest	of	the
positions,	the	Spanish	v	is	similar	to	the	English	b,	but	often	pronounced	with	the	lips	barely	open	rather	than	closed	tight.	Linguists	represent	this	variant	sound	of	v	as	[].	You	may	hear	it	inside	a	word	(except	before	n),	for	example:	caravana(caravan),	provocar(provoke),	arveja(pea),	and	ovni(UFO).	If	youre	studying	Spanish,	youre	in	luck:	the
Spanish	alphabet	uses	the	same	Latin	alphabet	as	English	and	is	very	simple!	Spanish	is	an	incredibly	phonetic	language,	meaning	that	it	is	pronounced	exactly	as	it	is	written.	This	makes	it	much	easier	than	English,	which	often	has	a	lot	of	spelling	and	pronunciation	rules	and	exceptions.	Let	me	tell	you	all	about	it	Table	of	contents	In	Spanish,	the
alphabet	is	calledel	alfabeto,	and	each	letter	is	calledla	letra.	The	Spanish	alphabet	has	27	letters	only	one	more	than	English!	They	are	as	follows:	a	(a)	b	(be,	be	alta,	be	grande,	be	larga)	c	(ce)	d	(de)	e	(e)	f	(efe)	g	(ge)	h	(hache)	i	(i,	i	latina)	j	(jota)	k	(ka)	l	(ele)	m	(eme)	n	(ene)	(ee)	o	(o)	p	(pe)	q	(cu)	r	(erre)	s	(ese)	t	(te)	u	(u)	v	(uve,	ve,	ve	baja,	ve
chica,	ve	corta,	ve	pequea)	w	(uve	doble,	ve	doble,	doble	uve,	doble	ve,	doble	u)	x	(equis)	y	(i	griega,	ye)	z	(zeta)	You	may	be	surprised	that	some	letters	have	multiple	pronunciations.	Ill	explain	B	and	V	later,	but	let	me	cover	a	couple	others	now:	W:	In	a	lot	of	Latin	American	Spanish,	speakers	often	call	Wdoble	ve,ve	doble,	ordoble	uve.	However,
some	Central	American	countries,	like	Mexico,	or	Colombia	have	been	influenced	by	the	English	name	for	W	and	call	itdoble	u.	On	the	other	hand,	Spaniards	usually	call	ituve	doble.	Y:	Y	is	very	often	calledi	griega(Greek	I)-	this	also	distinguishes	it	from	I,	sometimes	calledi	latina(Latin	I).	But	the	simplifiedyename	for	Y	is	becoming	incredibly
standardized	in	Latin	America.To	help	you	learn,	you	can	listen	to	the	Spanish	alphabet	song.	The	popular	childrens	TV	showSesame	Streetactually	made	a	version	of	this.	Check	it	out:	Youll	notice	a	lot	of	similarities	and	also	a	lot	of	differences	with	the	English	alphabet.	Let	me	explain	some	of	the	most	important	aspects	to	pay	attention	to.	Unlike
English	or	French,	Spanish	vowels	have	only	one	possible	pronunciation.	It	also	corresponds	with	the	IPA,	or	International	Phonetic	Alphabet.	A	is	pronounced	/a/,	like	in	all.	An	example	ismanzana(apple).	E	is	pronounced	/e/,	like	in	end.	An	example	iselefante(elephant).	I	is	pronounced	/i/,	like	the	ea	in	eat.	When	Y	is	a	vowel,	it	is	pronounced	the
same	as	I.	Examples	areisla(island)	andsoy(I	am).	O	is	pronounced	/o/,	like	in	orange.An	example	ishola(hello).	U	is	pronounced	/u/,	like	the	ou	in	soup.	An	example	isusar(use).	The	only	exceptions	are	when	U	comes	after	G	or	Q	or	is	followed	by	an	E	or	I,	like	inguerra(war)	orqueso(cheese).	In	these	cases,	the	U	it	is	silent.	However,	itispronounced	if
it	has	an	umlaut,	or	two	dots,	over	it,	like	invergenza(embarrassment).	This	umlaut	is	calleddiresisin	Spanish.	But	dont	worry,	there	are	relatively	few	words	like	this!	Easy,	right?	There	is	more	to	explain	about	Spanish	consonants	probably	because	there	are	many	more	of	them.	But	dont	worry,	theyre	not	too	hard	either.	Luckily,	there	are	many
consonants	and	consonant	combinations	in	Spanish	that	are	pronounced	very	closely	to	English.	These	include	B,	C,	Ch,	D,	F,	G,	K,	L,	M,	N,	P,	S,	T,	W,	X,	and	Y.	I	will	explain	these	shortly!	Just	note	that	most	Spanish	consonants	are	voiceless.	That	means	you	pronounce	them	without	a	puff	of	air,	and	your	tongue	often	touches	the	top	of	your	teeth.	In
fact,	W	and	K	are	rarely	used	in	Spanish.	They	are	mostly	for	foreign	loanwords	likekarateandkiwi.	That	means	you	dont	really	need	to	think	about	them	at	all!	Now	let	me	explain	some	differences	between	English	and	Spanish	pronunciations	for	some	of	these	consonants.	The	letter	C	has	some	of	the	most	variations	in	pronunciation.	In	most	cases,	it
is	pronounced	the	same	as	a	hard	C	or	K	sound	like	in	English.	An	example	iscarro(car).	However,	when	it	is	before	an	E	or	an	I,	it	changes.	The	pronunciation	depends	on	which	dialect	of	Spanish	the	speaker	uses.	If	the	speaker	is	from	Central	and	Northern	Spain,	its	pronounced	like	a	voiceless	t	in	English	(like	thing).	But	if	the	speaker	is	from	most
other	regions,	especially	Latin	America,	it	will	be	pronounced	like	an	S.	So	the	wordciudad(city)	might	be	pronounced	like	thiudad	or	siudad,	depending	on	the	accent!	Usually,	G	is	pronounced	like	a	hard	English	G,	like	ingate.An	example	isgato(cat).	But	similar	to	C	above,	if	an	E	or	I	comes	after	G,	it	softens	to	an	H	sound,	like	in	house.
Sogeneral(general)	is	spelled	exactly	as	in	English,	but	is	actually	pronounced	like	heneral!	Also,	remember	how	the	letter	U	might	change	if	its	sandwiched	between	a	G	and	either	E	or	I?	Well,	this	affects	Gs	pronunciation	also!	In	these	cases,	the	hard	G	sound	remains,	like	inguerra(war)	noted	above.	How	do	you	pronounce	H	in	Spanish?	Well,
unless	its	combined	with	other	consonants,	like	Ch,	you	dont!	Thats	why	when	you	sayhola(hello)	in	Spanish,	you	say	it	like	ola!	In	most	dialects	of	Spanish,	the	J	is	pronounced	like	an	H	(as	in	house)	in	English.	So	the	wordjugar(play)	is	pronounced	like	hugar.	But	in	most	parts	of	Spain,	it	is	often	pronounced	stronger	and	more	from	the	throat.	It
actually	reminds	me	a	bit	of	some	J	sounds	you	would	hear	in	Arabic	and	is	perhaps	influenced	by	it,	being	right	across	the	Strait	of	Gibraltar!	Ll	is	a	consonant	cluster	that	has	its	own	pronunciation	in	Spanish.	None	of	them	sound	like	the	letter	L,	though.	Again,	how	you	pronounce	it	depends	on	what	dialect	of	Spanish	youre	speaking!	In	most	of	the
Spanish-speaking	world	(think	Spain	and	most	of	Central	and	South	America),	its	pronounced	like	a	hard	Y	sound,	like	in	yogurt.	Solluvia(rain)	is	most	often	pronounced	like	yuvia.	Thats	also	whyya(already)	is	pronounced	similar	to	the	English	sound.	This	is	what	most	students	learn	first	and	encounter	the	most.	On	the	other	hand,	in	regions	of	some
Spanish-speaking	countries,	Ll	and	Y	might	alternatively	be	pronounced	like	a	soft	J	sound	in	English	or	like	the	soft	sh	sound	in	treasure.	However,	this	is	not	standard	in	any	one	country.	Actually,	the	most	famous	pronunciation	change	belongs	to	Spanish	as	spoken	in	parts	of	Argentina	and	Uruguay.	There,	Ll	and	Y	are	pronounced	like	Sh	in
English.	Solluvia(rain)	sounds	like	shuvia,	andya(already)	sounds	like	sha!	You	may	have	noticed	that	is	the	additional	letter	in	the	Spanish	alphabet	that	does	not	belong	to	English.	The	squiggly	line	on	the	top	is	called	a	tilde,	and	the	name	was	brought	into	English	from	Spanish.	The	tilde	may	look	intimidating,	but	dont	worry.	Its	actually	very	simple
to	pronounce!	Its	basically	like	a	ny	sound,	like	in	onion	or	lanyard.	Actually,	have	you	ever	drunk	apia	colada?	Now	you	know	that	it	is	written	with	the	tilde	in	Spanish,	and	thats	why	it	has	an	ny	sound!	Q	is	a	very	simple	sound	in	Spanish.	It	is	always	pronounced	like	a	hard	K	sound	and	can	only	come	before	a	U	+	E	or	U	+	I.	So	youll	find	words
likequeso(cheese)	andquiero(I	want),	but	neverqesoorqero!	R	is	probably	the	letter	most	English	speakers	have	difficulty	with.	This	is	because	the	R	is	always	rolled	in	Spanish,	and	Spanish	has	specific	rules	for	how	much	it	is	rolled.	When	a	single	R	comes	in	the	middle	or	the	end	of	a	word,	it	is	usually	rolled	once.	(Some	people	say	it	is	flapped
instead.)	Examples	of	this	includeletra(letter)	andquiero(I	want).	Some	people	compare	it	to	something	in	between	an	L	and	an	R,	or	like	the	dd	in	English	ladder.	R	becomes	more	tricky	when	it	comes	at	the	beginning	of	a	word	or	as	a	set	of	two	Rs	(callederre	doble).	Here,	it	is	rolled	or	trilled	longer	than	the	examples	above.	Examples	of	this
arecorrer(to	run)	andrumba(rumba).	This	also	often	happens	when	R	follows	an	L,	N,	S,	or	Z,	like	the	first	R	inalrededor(surrounding).	Dont	worry	it	took	me	about	a	year	of	learning	Spanish	to	finally	be	able	to	roll	my	Rs!	Sometimes	its	just	a	matter	of	time	and	practice.	We	also	have	an	articleall	about	how	to	roll	your	Rsfor	extra	help!	Despite	being
quite	uncommon	in	Spanish,	X	has	a	lot	of	possible	pronunciations.	This	is	often	due	to	influence	from	other	languages.	Before	a	consonant	or	between	vowels,	its	usually	pronounced	like	a	ks	sound	as	it	is	in	English.	Examples	aretaxi(taxi)	andextremo(extreme).	However,	when	it	starts	a	word,	like	inxenofobia(xenophobia),	it	is	pronounced	like	an	S.
But	in	some	words	derived	from	indigenous	languages	of	the	Americas,	it	takes	on	a	different	pronunciation.	In	words	coming	from	Nahuatl,	its	pronounced	like	a	strong	H	sound.	Thats	why	the	Spanish	pronunciations	for	places	like	Mxico	and	Oaxaca	are	pronounced	with	H	sounds,	not	English	ks	sounds!	In	words	from	other	languages,	like	the	name
Xiomara,	its	pronounced	like	an	S	or	Sh	sound.	The	pronunciation	of	V	depends	on	where	it	is	located	in	a	word.	At	the	beginning	of	a	word	or	after	an	M	or	N,	its	pronounced	like	a	B	sound.	Sovamos(we	go)	sounds	like	bamos.	Im	sure	you	noticed	in	the	alphabet	above	that	B	is	calledbeand	V	is	calledve,	but	the	former	might	be	calledbe
alta/grande/larga(tall/big/long	B),	and	the	latter	might	be	calledve	baja/chica/pequea/corta(short/small	V).	This	is	because	since	they	both	start	the	sound,	they	sound	practically	identical,	and	the	adjective	can	help	distinguish	between	the	letters.	The	adjective	used	to	distinguish	B	and	V,	if	needed,	usually	differs	from	country	to	country,	but	Spanish
speakers	everywhere	will	usually	understand	you,	whichever	you	choose.	However,	when	a	V	comes	in	the	middle	of	a	word,	its	pronounced	like	a	mix	between	a	V	and	a	B.	So	the	wordvivir(to	live)	has	two	types	of	V	sounds	in	it!	Z	in	Spanish	is	usually	pronounced	the	same	as	the	C	inceorcisounds	as	explained	above.	So	in	most	of	Spain,	itll	sound
like	a	Th,	but	in	Latin	America,	itll	sound	like	an	S.	An	example	ispaz(peace).	You	may	notice	that	Spanish	uses	an	acute	accent	mark	().	Its	use	is	simple:	Whenever	you	see	a	letter	with	an	accent	mark,	thats	where	the	stress	is!	Thats	whyguila(eagle)	is	pronounced	like	Aguila	rather	than	aGUIla,	andjamn(ham)	is	pronounced	like	jamON	rather	than
JAmon.	This	accent	mark	can	be	very	important,	differentiating	words	liket(you)	fromtu(your)	ands(yes)	fromsi(if).	Add	some	extra	emphasis	to	words	with	the	accent	marks.	You	can	also	check	out	ourcomplete	guide	to	Spanish	accent	markscovering	the	acute	accent	mark	and	rules	for	stress,	the	tilde,	and	thediresisfor	more	information!	So	now	that
youve	learned	how	to	pronounce	Spanish	letters,	what	should	you	do	next?	Try	building	your	vocabulary	and	learn	some	Spanish	grammar.	With	the	alphabet	mastered,	youll	be	reading,	writing,	speaking,	and	listening	well	in	no	time.	Good	luck!	There	are	27	letters	in	the	Spanish	alphabet.	Thats	one	more	than	the	English	alphabet,	with	the	letter
being	the	additional	one	found	only	in	Spanish.All	the	other	26	letters	that	are	in	the	English	alphabet	are	also	represented	in	the	Spanish	alphabet,	but	with	different	names	and	pronunciation.In	Spanish,	the	alphabet	is	called	the	abecedario.	Below	you	will	find	all	27	letters,	along	with	an	example	word.	Click	on	a	letter	or	example	word	to	hear	the
pronunciation.Past	Changes	to	the	Spanish	AlphabetIf	youve	studied	Spanish	in	the	past	you	may	recall	that	there	used	to	be	more	letters	in	the	alphabet.	In	2014	the	Spanish	Royal	Academy	removed	the	ch	and	ll	letters	from	the	Spanish	alphabet.They	are	provided	below	as	examples,	though	you	should	no	longer	consider	them	separate	letters.
These	combinations	of	letters	and	the	sounds	they	produce	are	still	used	in	the	language,	of	course,	but	they	are	no	longer	considered	separate	letters.LetterPast	Name	in	SpanishSample	wordchce	hachechocolatellellelluviaThe	Mystery	of	the	rrThe	double	r	(rr)	in	Spanish	is	somewhat	of	a	mystery	to	many	people.	When	two	rs	appear	together	in
Spanish	they	mandate	that	the	sound	be	changed	to	what	is	called	a	rolling	r,	where	the	tongue	produces	a	vibrating	r	sound.	However,	the	rr	is	not	a	letter	in	the	alphabet.A	good	example	of	the	rolling	r	sound	in	Spanish	is	the	word	perro.	Notice	the	slight	vibration	in	the	r	sound	when	spoken.You	can	practice	the	rr	sound	more	by	using	the	oral
exercise	lesson,	Consonant:	RR.There	are	27	letters	in	the	Spanish	alphabet.	Thats	one	more	than	the	English	alphabet,	with	the	letter	being	the	additional	one	found	only	in	Spanish.All	the	other	26	letters	that	are	in	the	English	alphabet	are	also	represented	in	the	Spanish	alphabet,	but	with	different	names	and	pronunciation.In	Spanish,	the
alphabet	is	called	the	abecedario.	Below	you	will	find	all	27	letters,	along	with	an	example	word.	Click	on	a	letter	or	example	word	to	hear	the	pronunciation.Past	Changes	to	the	Spanish	AlphabetIf	youve	studied	Spanish	in	the	past	you	may	recall	that	there	used	to	be	more	letters	in	the	alphabet.	In	2014	the	Spanish	Royal	Academy	removed	the	ch
and	ll	letters	from	the	Spanish	alphabet.They	are	provided	below	as	examples,	though	you	should	no	longer	consider	them	separate	letters.	These	combinations	of	letters	and	the	sounds	they	produce	are	still	used	in	the	language,	of	course,	but	they	are	no	longer	considered	separate	letters.LetterPast	Name	in	SpanishSample	wordchce
hachechocolatellellelluviaThe	Mystery	of	the	rrThe	double	r	(rr)	in	Spanish	is	somewhat	of	a	mystery	to	many	people.	When	two	rs	appear	together	in	Spanish	they	mandate	that	the	sound	be	changed	to	what	is	called	a	rolling	r,	where	the	tongue	produces	a	vibrating	r	sound.	However,	the	rr	is	not	a	letter	in	the	alphabet.A	good	example	of	the	rolling
r	sound	in	Spanish	is	the	word	perro.	Notice	the	slight	vibration	in	the	r	sound	when	spoken.You	can	practice	the	rr	sound	more	by	using	the	oral	exercise	lesson,	Consonant:	RR.Learning	how	to	pronounce	the	Spanish	alphabet,	or	abecedario,	is	easy!	Most	letters	only	have	one	sound,	which	makes	pronouncing	them	pretty	simple.The	table	below
shows	the	letters	in	the	abecedario,	along	with	their	Spanish	name(s),	and	some	tips	on	pronouncing	them	alone	and	in	combination	with	other	letters.Pronouncing	the	Spanish	Alphabet	aaThis	letter	sounds	like	the	ah	sound	you	use	to	express	realization	in	English:	Ah,	that's	the	one!bbeThis	letter	often	sounds	like	an	English	b.	Especially	when	it
occurs	between	two	vowels,	it	is	pronounced	with	the	lips	not	touching,	much	like	the	Spanish	v.	You	may	also	hear	it	called	be	larga,	be	grandeor	be	de	burro.cceThis	letter	often	sounds	like	the	English	k.	Before	e	or	i,	it	sounds	like	an	s	(or	like	the	th	in	thick	in	many	parts	of	Spain.)chcheWhile	this	is	not	considered	a	letter	anymore	by	the	RAE,	it
sounds	like	the	ch	in	cheese.ddeThis	letter	sounds	much	like	an	English	d,	except	you	should	place	your	tongue	against	your	upper	teeth	instead	of	the	roof	of	your	mouth	when	pronouncing	it.	It	often	sounds	like	the	th	in	English	then,	especially	when	it	comes	between	two	vowels.eeThis	letter	sounds	like	the	eh	sound	you	make	when	asking	for
clarification	or	agreement	in	English:	Eh?	What	did	you	say?fefeThis	letter	sounds	like	the	English	f.ggeThis	letter	usually	sounds	much	like	an	English	g.	Before	e	or	i,	it	sounds	like	a	harsh	English	h.	It's	very	similar	to	the	j	in	Spanish.hhacheIn	general,	this	letter	is	silent.	However,	in	words	adopted	from	other	languages,	the	breathy	aspiration	is
maintained.	For	example,	Hawi.iiThis	letter	sounds	like	English	ee	but	shorter.jjotaThis	letter	sounds	close	to	the	English	h	sound,	though	it	varies	from	country	to	country.	In	some	places,	it	makes	a	harsh	sound	(almost	like	you	are	trying	to	spit	something	up).	It	never	sounds	like	the	j	in	English	judge.kcaThis	letter	is	uncommon	in	Spanish,	but
sounds	much	like	the	English	k.leleThis	letter	sounds	close	to	the	English	l,	but	with	the	tongue	raised	closer	to	the	roof	of	the	mouth	(rather	than	dipped	down).llelleWhile	this	is	not	considered	a	letter	anymore	by	the	RAE,	it	sounds	like	the	y	sound	in	English	yellow	in	many	places.	It	can	also	be	pronounced	like	the	j	in	judge	or	the	s	in	pleasure.	You
may	also	hear	it	called	doble	ele.memeThis	letter	sounds	just	like	the	English	m.neneThis	letter	sounds	just	like	the	English	n.	Pronunciation	tip:	Spanish	speakers	often	pronounce	this	letter	like	an	English	m	when	it	appears	before	the	letter	f.	For	example,	the	first	syllable	in	the	words	informacinand	enfriaris	pronounced	em	by	many	Spanish
speakers.eeA	completely	separate	letter	from	the	n,	this	letter	sounds	much	like	the	ni	in	onion	or	the	ny	in	canyon.ooThis	letter	sounds	close	to	the	o	in	so,	but	shorter.ppeThis	letter	sounds	close	to	the	English	p,	but	with	less	breath.qcuThis	letter	is	always	followed	by	the	letter	u	and	sounds	like	English	k.rerreThis	letter	sounds	a	bit	similar	to	the	d
sound	in	English	caddy.	At	the	beginning	of	a	word,	it's	pronounced	like	the	Spanish	trilled	rr	(see	below).rrdoble	erreTo	make	the	famous	trilled	rr(which	is	no	longer	considered	a	"letter"	in	the	Spanish	alphabet),	the	key	is	practice.	Practice	tip:	Say	the	word	butter	(with	American	pronunciation)	and	think	of	the	sound	you	make	in	the	middle	(tt).	In
American	English,	this	sound	is	a	tap.	The	Spanish	rr	is	essentially	many	taps	in	a	row,	and	you	can	practice	it	by	saying	the	tt	sound	in	butter	over	and	over.seseThis	letter	sounds	just	like	the	English	s.tteThis	letter	is	softer	than	the	English	t.	To	say	t	in	Spanish,	the	tongue	should	touch	the	teeth	and	there	should	be	no	explosion	of	breath	after
moving	the	tongue	away.uuThis	letter	sounds	close	to	the	oo	in	food.vveor	uveThis	letter	sounds	much	like	the	Spanish	b.	The	lips	do	not	touch	and	there	is	less	aspiration.	You	may	also	hear	it	called	ve	corta,	ve	chica,	ve	de	vaca.wdoble	veor	uve	dobleThis	letter	is	not	native	to	Spanish,	but	sounds	similar	to	English	w.	You	may	also	hear	it	called
doble	uve,	uve	doble,	or	doble	u.xequisThis	letter	is	pronounced	like	the	ks	in	English	socks.	However,	in	place	and	person	names	(especially	those	from	Mxico,	it	can	be	pronounced	like	a	raspy	English	h,	an	s,	or	even	the	sh	in	English	show.yyeMost	of	the	time,	this	letter	sounds	like	the	y	in	English	yes.	At	the	end	of	a	word,	it	sounds	like	the	letter	i
(hay).	You	may	also	hear	it	called	i	griega.zzetaThis	letter	is	mostly	pronounced	like	the	English	s,	but	can	sound	like	the	th	in	English	thin	in	many	parts	of	Spain.	Ready	to	practice?Master	Alphabet	and	Syllables	with	our	interactive	video	lessons.	The	Spanish	v	sounds	exactly	like	the	English	b	when	it	is	found	at	the	beginning	of	a	word	or	after	the
letter	n,	for	example	in	vaso(glass)	and	enviar(send).In	the	rest	of	the	positions,	the	Spanish	v	is	similar	to	the	English	b,	but	often	pronounced	with	the	lips	barely	open	rather	than	closed	tight.	Linguists	represent	this	variant	sound	of	v	as	[].	You	may	hear	it	inside	a	word	(except	before	n),	for	example:	caravana(caravan),	provocar(provoke),
arveja(pea),	and	ovni(UFO).There	are	27	letters	in	the	Spanish	alphabet.	Thats	one	more	than	the	English	alphabet,	with	the	letter	being	the	additional	one	found	only	in	Spanish.All	the	other	26	letters	that	are	in	the	English	alphabet	are	also	represented	in	the	Spanish	alphabet,	but	with	different	names	and	pronunciation.In	Spanish,	the	alphabet	is
called	the	abecedario.	Below	you	will	find	all	27	letters,	along	with	an	example	word.	Click	on	a	letter	or	example	word	to	hear	the	pronunciation.Past	Changes	to	the	Spanish	AlphabetIf	youve	studied	Spanish	in	the	past	you	may	recall	that	there	used	to	be	more	letters	in	the	alphabet.	In	2014	the	Spanish	Royal	Academy	removed	the	ch	and	ll	letters
from	the	Spanish	alphabet.They	are	provided	below	as	examples,	though	you	should	no	longer	consider	them	separate	letters.	These	combinations	of	letters	and	the	sounds	they	produce	are	still	used	in	the	language,	of	course,	but	they	are	no	longer	considered	separate	letters.LetterPast	Name	in	SpanishSample	wordchce
hachechocolatellellelluviaThe	Mystery	of	the	rrThe	double	r	(rr)	in	Spanish	is	somewhat	of	a	mystery	to	many	people.	When	two	rs	appear	together	in	Spanish	they	mandate	that	the	sound	be	changed	to	what	is	called	a	rolling	r,	where	the	tongue	produces	a	vibrating	r	sound.	However,	the	rr	is	not	a	letter	in	the	alphabet.A	good	example	of	the	rolling
r	sound	in	Spanish	is	the	word	perro.	Notice	the	slight	vibration	in	the	r	sound	when	spoken.You	can	practice	the	rr	sound	more	by	using	the	oral	exercise	lesson,	Consonant:	RR.	The	Spanish	alphabet	is	currently	made	up	of	the	following	27	letters:	a,	b,	c,	d,	e,	f,	g,	h,	i,	j,	k,	l,	m,	n,	,	o,	p,	q,	r,	s,	t,	u,	v,	w,	x,	y,	z.	Spanish	Alphabet	Pronunciation	How	do
you	pronounce	the	Spanish	alphabet?I	have	published	a	video	that	shows	you	how	to	pronounce	each	of	the	letters	of	the	Spanish	alphabet	with	both,	a	European	and	American	Spanish	accent.	But	if	you	prefer	to	read,	here	are	the	letter	names	of	the	Spanish	alphabet	and	some	pronunciation	tips!	letter	letter	name	English	pronunciation	tips	A	a	like
the	"a"	in	"father"	B	be	like	the	"b"	in	"about"	C	ce	before	e	and	i,	like	the	"c"	in	"cent"	in	Latin	America,	or	like	the	"th"	in	"think"	in	some	regions	of	Spain	C	before	a,	o,	u,	like	the	"c"	in	"car"	D	de	like	the	"d"	in	"today"	E	e	like	the	"e"	in	"vet"	F	efe	like	the	"f"	in	"face"	G	ge	like	the	"h"	in	"hot"	before	e,	i	G	like	the	"g"	in	"again"	before	a,	o,	u	H	hache
always	silent	I	i	like	the	"ee"	in	"see"	J	jota	like	the	"h"	in	"hot"	K	ka	like	the	"c"	in	"car"	L	ele	like	the	"l"	in	"leg"	M	eme	like	the	"m"	in	"mother"	N	ene	like	the	"n"	in	"need"	ee	like	the	"ny"	in	"canyon"	O	o	like	the	"o"	in	"more"	P	pe	like	the	"p"	in	"spouse"	Q	cu	like	the	"c"	in	"car"	R	erre	strongly	trilled	at	the	beginning	of	a	word,	after	n,	s	or	l,	and
when	there	is	a	double	r	in	the	middle	of	a	word	R	otherwise,	r	makes	a	softer	sound	S	ese	like	the	"s"	in	"sack"	T	te	like	the	"t"	in	"stand"	U	u	like	the	"oo"	in	"food"	V	uve	like	the	"b"	in	"about"	W	uve	doble	like	the	"w"	in	"web"	X	equis	like	the	"x"	in	"taxy"	when	it	appears	between	vowels	or	at	the	end	of	a	word	X	like	the	"s"	in	"sack"	at	the	beginning
of	a	word	or	before	a	consonant	Y	ye	like	the	"y"	in	"yes"	Z	zeta	like	the	"s"	in	"sack"	in	Latin	America,	or	like	the	"th"	in	"think"	in	some	regions	of	Spain	Interesting	Fact:	The	letters	of	the	Spanish	Alphabet	are	feminine:	la	a,	la	be,	la	ce,	la	de	The	orthography	used	in	the	Spanish	language	also	includes	the	following	5	digraphs:	ch,	ll,	rr,	gu,	qu.	A
digraph	is	a	combination	of	two	letters	that	represents	one	sound.	For	example,	the	digraph	ch	represents	the	sound	/t/,	as	in	chip.	digraph	English	approximation	ch	like	the	"ch"	in	"chocolate"	ll	like	the	"y"	in	"yes"	rr	strongly	trilled	gu	like	the	"g"	in	"guitar"	qu	like	the	"c"	in	"car"	Digraphs	continue	to	be	used	in	the	Spanish	language.	The	novelty
here	is	that	they	are	not	considered	letters	of	the	Spanish	alphabet	anymore.	Before	1994,	the	digraphs	ch	and	ll	were	part	of	it.	Spanish	Alphabet	Letter	Names	The	following	letters	of	the	Spanish	alphabet	have	more	than	one	valid	name	in	areas	where	Spanish	is	spoken:	b,	v,	w,	y,	i.In	a	congress	held	in	1994,	the	Association	of	Academies	of	the
Spanish	Language	decided	to	promote	the	use	of	one	unique	name	for	each	letter	of	the	Spanish	alphabet.	Letter	Name	After	1994	Other	Names	b	be	be	larga	be	grande	be	alta	i	i	i	latina	y	ye	i	griega	v	uve	ve	ve	corta	ve	chica	o	chiquita	ve	pequea	ve	baja	w	uve	doble	ve	doble	doble	ve	doble	u	doble	uve	Think	this	is	neat?	Share	it	with	your	friends!
There	are	27	letters	in	the	Spanish	alphabet.	Thats	one	more	than	the	English	alphabet,	with	the	letter	being	the	additional	one	found	only	in	Spanish.All	the	other	26	letters	that	are	in	the	English	alphabet	are	also	represented	in	the	Spanish	alphabet,	but	with	different	names	and	pronunciation.In	Spanish,	the	alphabet	is	called	the	abecedario.	Below
you	will	find	all	27	letters,	along	with	an	example	word.	Click	on	a	letter	or	example	word	to	hear	the	pronunciation.Past	Changes	to	the	Spanish	AlphabetIf	youve	studied	Spanish	in	the	past	you	may	recall	that	there	used	to	be	more	letters	in	the	alphabet.	In	2014	the	Spanish	Royal	Academy	removed	the	ch	and	ll	letters	from	the	Spanish
alphabet.They	are	provided	below	as	examples,	though	you	should	no	longer	consider	them	separate	letters.	These	combinations	of	letters	and	the	sounds	they	produce	are	still	used	in	the	language,	of	course,	but	they	are	no	longer	considered	separate	letters.LetterPast	Name	in	SpanishSample	wordchce	hachechocolatellellelluviaThe	Mystery	of	the
rrThe	double	r	(rr)	in	Spanish	is	somewhat	of	a	mystery	to	many	people.	When	two	rs	appear	together	in	Spanish	they	mandate	that	the	sound	be	changed	to	what	is	called	a	rolling	r,	where	the	tongue	produces	a	vibrating	r	sound.	However,	the	rr	is	not	a	letter	in	the	alphabet.A	good	example	of	the	rolling	r	sound	in	Spanish	is	the	word	perro.	Notice
the	slight	vibration	in	the	r	sound	when	spoken.You	can	practice	the	rr	sound	more	by	using	the	oral	exercise	lesson,	Consonant:	RR.There	are	27	letters	in	the	Spanish	alphabet.	Thats	one	more	than	the	English	alphabet,	with	the	letter	being	the	additional	one	found	only	in	Spanish.All	the	other	26	letters	that	are	in	the	English	alphabet	are	also
represented	in	the	Spanish	alphabet,	but	with	different	names	and	pronunciation.In	Spanish,	the	alphabet	is	called	the	abecedario.	Below	you	will	find	all	27	letters,	along	with	an	example	word.	Click	on	a	letter	or	example	word	to	hear	the	pronunciation.Past	Changes	to	the	Spanish	AlphabetIf	youve	studied	Spanish	in	the	past	you	may	recall	that
there	used	to	be	more	letters	in	the	alphabet.	In	2014	the	Spanish	Royal	Academy	removed	the	ch	and	ll	letters	from	the	Spanish	alphabet.They	are	provided	below	as	examples,	though	you	should	no	longer	consider	them	separate	letters.	These	combinations	of	letters	and	the	sounds	they	produce	are	still	used	in	the	language,	of	course,	but	they	are
no	longer	considered	separate	letters.LetterPast	Name	in	SpanishSample	wordchce	hachechocolatellellelluviaThe	Mystery	of	the	rrThe	double	r	(rr)	in	Spanish	is	somewhat	of	a	mystery	to	many	people.	When	two	rs	appear	together	in	Spanish	they	mandate	that	the	sound	be	changed	to	what	is	called	a	rolling	r,	where	the	tongue	produces	a	vibrating
r	sound.	However,	the	rr	is	not	a	letter	in	the	alphabet.A	good	example	of	the	rolling	r	sound	in	Spanish	is	the	word	perro.	Notice	the	slight	vibration	in	the	r	sound	when	spoken.You	can	practice	the	rr	sound	more	by	using	the	oral	exercise	lesson,	Consonant:	RR.There	are	27	letters	in	the	Spanish	alphabet.	Thats	one	more	than	the	English	alphabet,
with	the	letter	being	the	additional	one	found	only	in	Spanish.All	the	other	26	letters	that	are	in	the	English	alphabet	are	also	represented	in	the	Spanish	alphabet,	but	with	different	names	and	pronunciation.In	Spanish,	the	alphabet	is	called	the	abecedario.	Below	you	will	find	all	27	letters,	along	with	an	example	word.	Click	on	a	letter	or	example
word	to	hear	the	pronunciation.Past	Changes	to	the	Spanish	AlphabetIf	youve	studied	Spanish	in	the	past	you	may	recall	that	there	used	to	be	more	letters	in	the	alphabet.	In	2014	the	Spanish	Royal	Academy	removed	the	ch	and	ll	letters	from	the	Spanish	alphabet.They	are	provided	below	as	examples,	though	you	should	no	longer	consider	them
separate	letters.	These	combinations	of	letters	and	the	sounds	they	produce	are	still	used	in	the	language,	of	course,	but	they	are	no	longer	considered	separate	letters.LetterPast	Name	in	SpanishSample	wordchce	hachechocolatellellelluviaThe	Mystery	of	the	rrThe	double	r	(rr)	in	Spanish	is	somewhat	of	a	mystery	to	many	people.	When	two	rs
appear	together	in	Spanish	they	mandate	that	the	sound	be	changed	to	what	is	called	a	rolling	r,	where	the	tongue	produces	a	vibrating	r	sound.	However,	the	rr	is	not	a	letter	in	the	alphabet.A	good	example	of	the	rolling	r	sound	in	Spanish	is	the	word	perro.	Notice	the	slight	vibration	in	the	r	sound	when	spoken.You	can	practice	the	rr	sound	more
by	using	the	oral	exercise	lesson,	Consonant:	RR.	The	Spanish	v	sounds	exactly	like	the	English	b	when	it	is	found	at	the	beginning	of	a	word	or	after	the	letter	n,	for	example	in	vaso(glass)	and	enviar(send).In	the	rest	of	the	positions,	the	Spanish	v	is	similar	to	the	English	b,	but	often	pronounced	with	the	lips	barely	open	rather	than	closed	tight.
Linguists	represent	this	variant	sound	of	v	as	[].	You	may	hear	it	inside	a	word	(except	before	n),	for	example:	caravana(caravan),	provocar(provoke),	arveja(pea),	and	ovni(UFO).There	are	27	letters	in	the	Spanish	alphabet.	Thats	one	more	than	the	English	alphabet,	with	the	letter	being	the	additional	one	found	only	in	Spanish.All	the	other	26	letters
that	are	in	the	English	alphabet	are	also	represented	in	the	Spanish	alphabet,	but	with	different	names	and	pronunciation.In	Spanish,	the	alphabet	is	called	the	abecedario.	Below	you	will	find	all	27	letters,	along	with	an	example	word.	Click	on	a	letter	or	example	word	to	hear	the	pronunciation.Past	Changes	to	the	Spanish	AlphabetIf	youve	studied
Spanish	in	the	past	you	may	recall	that	there	used	to	be	more	letters	in	the	alphabet.	In	2014	the	Spanish	Royal	Academy	removed	the	ch	and	ll	letters	from	the	Spanish	alphabet.They	are	provided	below	as	examples,	though	you	should	no	longer	consider	them	separate	letters.	These	combinations	of	letters	and	the	sounds	they	produce	are	still	used
in	the	language,	of	course,	but	they	are	no	longer	considered	separate	letters.LetterPast	Name	in	SpanishSample	wordchce	hachechocolatellellelluviaThe	Mystery	of	the	rrThe	double	r	(rr)	in	Spanish	is	somewhat	of	a	mystery	to	many	people.	When	two	rs	appear	together	in	Spanish	they	mandate	that	the	sound	be	changed	to	what	is	called	a	rolling	r,
where	the	tongue	produces	a	vibrating	r	sound.	However,	the	rr	is	not	a	letter	in	the	alphabet.A	good	example	of	the	rolling	r	sound	in	Spanish	is	the	word	perro.	Notice	the	slight	vibration	in	the	r	sound	when	spoken.You	can	practice	the	rr	sound	more	by	using	the	oral	exercise	lesson,	Consonant:	RR.One	of	the	first	things	we	learn	when	we	study	a
foreign	language	is	the	alphabet	perfect,	we	can	spell	but	can	you	pronounce	the	letters	of	the	alphabet	accurately?Most	of	mispronunciations	are	consequence	of	reading	a	symbol	(letter)	and	saying	it	as	wed	do	in	our	native	language.And	its	very	tough	to	shut	that	association	(letter-sound)	off.For	example,	most	English	natives	pronounce	the	letter
B	in	la	bota	(SP)	as	the	English	B	in	a	boat	(EN)	(error!)Your	brain	did	the	effort	to	learn	this	association	a	long	time	ago,	and	now,	when	you	see	the	letter	B,	you	dont	think	how	to	pronounce	it.Your	mouth	produces	the	sound	automatically.The	problem	is	that	English,	Vietnamese,	or	Spanish	native	speakers	read	and	pronounce	multiple	letters	in	a
different	way	so	youre	likely	to	produce	the	wrong	sound	if	you	speak	in	Spanish	or	any	other	foreign	language.Theres	1mistake(almost)	every	Spanish	learner	ismaking	every	daythey	practice,	thats	screwing	their	pronunciation	up.And	theres	1	solution	too	(although	you	probably	wont	put	it	into	practice).The	answer	is	8	minutes	57	seconds	long
(audio).	If	you	subscribe	youll	also	find	a	couple	of	tests	(which	have	-theoretically-	noting	to	do	with	pronunciation)	that	will	help	you	see	with	your	own	eyes,	the	reason	of	your	thick	accent	and	what	to	do	instead	to	start	fixing	it	and	connect	with	natives	in	a	deeper	level.You	probably	heard	that,	in	Spanish,	we	pronounce	the	words	as	we	spell
them.Its	a	lie.Some	people	may	disagree	and	they	will	say	Spanish	is	a	phonetic	language	-and	theyre	quite	right.	Nonetheless,	less	than	half	of	the	letters	of	the	Spanish	alphabet	are	always	pronounced	the	way	theyre	written.Its	mathematics:The	Spanish	aplphabet	has	27	letters.There	are	33	sounds	in	general	Castillian	Spanish,	soSome	letters	are
pronounced	in	2	-or	more-	different	ways,	andSome	letters	have	the	same	sound.For	example,	theres	more	than	one	way	to	pronounce	the	letters	like	B,	C	or	N.	To	prevent	boring	people	to	tears,Ensure	a	fluent	conversation	that	doesnt	require	excessive	effort	from	your	listeners,	andCapture	their	attentionits	essential	to	speak	clearly.And	thats	far
easier	if	you	know	how	to	produce	the	Spanish	sounds.And	if	you	learn	(it	barely	takes	1	or	2	days)	the	International	Phonetic	Alphabet	(IPA)	so	that	you	can	read	any	word	in	Spanish,	even	if	its	the	first	time	you	see	it.Today	youre	going	to	see	the	Spanish	alphabet	and	how	to	pronounce	it:IPA	symbols.Examples	of	Spanish	words	for	each	Spanish
sound	(with	audio).Examples	of	English	words	that	contain	that	specific	Spanish	sound	(or	a	similar	one).Audio.	Because	if	we	speak	about	sounds	you	should	be	able	to	listen	to	them.A	final	image	to	summarize	all	the	info.Spanish	sounds	are	produced	in	the	front	part	of	the	mouth,	while	in	English	the	pronunciation	occurs	more	in	the	back.When
you	pronounce	Spanish,	usually	your	mouth	muscles	are	tenser	than	when	you	speak	in	English.	Learning	how	to	pronounce	every	single	dialect	of	Spanish	would	be	confusing	(and	it	would	take	a	lot	of	time)	so	Im	going	to	focus	on	general	Castilian	Spanish	-the	standard	European	Spanish.In	order	to	make	it	easier	Ive	substituted	some	of	the
symbols	of	the	IPA.	For	example,	well	use	[]	for	the	letter	instead	of	[].	Lets	keep	things	simple.You	are	going	to	see	examples	of	words	containing	each	specific	sound,	in	Spanish	(with	audio)	and	in	English.If	you	find	this	symbol	[]	by	the	examples	in	English,	it	means	that	there	is	no	word	with	the	exact	same	sound	in	English.	The	words	in	the
examples	contain	a	similar	sound	to	the	Spanish	one	(but	not	exactly	the	same	one).Examples	of	Spanish	words	with	the	letter	A:alfabeto,	casa,	amigaIts	pronounce	like	in:	fun,	fineMore	info:How	to	pronounce	the	Spanish	vowels.It	can	be	pronounced	in	2	different	ways.It	has	a	dry	sound	and	its	usually	softer	than	the	English	B	-it	doesnt
explode.Examples	of	Spanish	words:barco,hambre,	cambioVive	en	Barcelona.Lo	hice	con	buena	intencin.Examples	of	English	words:bus,	bean	chamber,	embraceThe	lips	are	not	hermetically	sealed.	The	sound	is	produced	by	letting	escape	from	the	mouth	a	trickle	of	air.Examples	of	Spanish	words:abrir,	hablar,	abueloMe	gustara	ir	a
Barcelona.Examples	of	English	words:NoneMore	info:How	to	pronounce	Spanish	B	and	V.It	can	be	pronounced	in	3	different	ways.Examples	of	Spanish	words:vaca,	color,	cuandoExamples	of	English	words:sock,	fakeIt	sounds	a	little	bit	softer	than	in	English	(it	doesnt	explode).Examples	of	Spanish	words:hacer,	cieloExamples	of	English	words:thing,
toothThe	sound	is	produced	by	the	air	getting	out	of	your	mouth,	between	the	teeth	and	the	tongue.2	letters,	1	sound,	like	in	English.Examples	of	Spanish	words:ocho,	chica,	cocheExamples	of	English	words:	chair,	coachIt	sounds	similar	in	English	not	the	same.	In	English,	it	sounds	kind	of	shhhh	(chshh),	in	Spanish	it	sounds	more	like	sssss	(chs).Try
lifting	the	tip	of	your	tongue.More	info:How	to	pronounce	Spanish	C.It	has	2	different	pronunciations:Examples	of	Spanish	words:De	dnde	vienes,	Aldo?Examples	of	Spanish	words:Tu	padre	viene	despus	de	desayunar.Examples	of	English	words:this,	thoseYour	tongue	should	be	in	the	same	position	as	when	you	pronounce	the	Spanish	C	(like	in
abecedario)	but	the	sound	is	produced	by	vibrating	the	throat,	not	by	blowing.Touch	it.	You	should	notice	that	it	vibrates.*Here	I	wrote	only	the	2	official	sounds	but	in	colloquial	speech,	we	may	pronounce	the	letter	D	in	up	to	4+1	different	ways!	Or	do	not	pronounce	it	at	all.More	info:How	to	pronounce	Spanish	D.Silent	D.Examples	of	Spanish
words:elefante,	edad,	esteExamples	of	English	words:	went,	payMore	info:How	to	produce	the	sound	of	the	Spanish	vowels.Most	of	the	time	we	pronounce	it	as	in	English,	but	there	are	some	exceptions:	[v].IPA	symbol:	We	are	going	to	use	[f],	since	its	the	same	sound	as	in	English	and	you	already	have	established	an	association	that	you	can	transfer
to	Spanish.Examples	of	Spanish	words:feo,	fro,	fricaExamples	of	English	words:fox,	affairExamples	of	Spanish	words:Dafne,	Afganistn,	afganoExamples	of	English	words:violin,	availableIt	has	3	different	pronunciations:Examples	of	Spanish	words:geografa,	energaExamples	of	English	words:	NoneIts	like	a	raspier	English	H.DRILL	TIP:	Pronounce	the
English	H	but	lift	your	tongue	a	little	bit,	just	as	if	you	were	going	to	pronounce	the	letter	K.Examples	of	Spanish	words:gas,	gol,	engrasarExamples	of	English	words:	gas,	go,	gate	engage,	EnglishThroaty	sound.	It	doesnt	have	the	touch	of	[k]	-like	the	English	G	in	great.Examples	of	Spanish	words:pagar,	algo,	aguaDRILL	TIP:	Imagine	you	have	hairs
in	your	palate	and	you	have	to	caress	it.	The	sound	is	produced	when	your	tongue	moves	away	from	the	palate.More	info:Tips	to	pronounce	Spanish	G.It	only	has	a	sound	in	words	borrowed	from	other	languages,	likehamsteror	hockey.Examples	of	Spanish	words:ahora,	hielo,	humoExamples	of	English	words:hours,	herbThere	are	2	ways	of
pronouncing	this	letter,	and	they	sound	almost	the	same.Examples	of	Spanish	words:indio,	limn,	miraExamples	of	English	words:	need,	youYou	only	find	this	sound	indiphthongs.viuda,	viento,	IndioExamples	of	English	words:yellow,yesMore	info:6	differences	between	English	and	Spanish	vowels.Examples	of	Spanish	words:caja,	traje,	cojn,	abajo,
jugar	It	sounds	like	the	Spanish	G	in	geografa.It	sounds	like	the	Spanish	C	in	casa.Examples	of	Spanish	words:koala,	kiwi,	kilmetroExamples	of	English	words:sock,	fakeExpect	2	different	pronunciations.The	IPA	established	up	to	5	different	mouth	positions	for	the	letter	L	in	Spanish,	but	you	cant	hear	the	difference	in	sound.	(The	positions	are	only	for
efficient	speech,	and	they	change	depending	on	the	sounds	around	L).You	are	going	to	see	2	different	pronunciations	and	4	different	mouth	positions	(depending	on	the	following	letter),	just	to	make	the	transition	to	the	next	sound	smother.3	different	mouth	positions.Position	1:	[l]Examples	of	Spanish	words:luego,	lila,	alaIt	doesnt	sound	like	in	ballor
cable.DRILL	TIP:	Your	tongue	doesnt	touch	your	front	teeth	at	all.Position	2:	[l]Examples	of	Spanish	words:alto,	aldea,	ocultaDRILL	TIP:	Your	tongue	is	closer	to	your	front	teeth	than	the	previous	[l]	and	may	(barely)	touch	them.	Even	though	the	position	of	your	tongue	is	slightly	different,	it	sounds	like	[l].Position	3:	[l]Examples	of	Spanish
words:alzar,	calcio,	calcetnDRILL	TIP:	The	tip	of	your	tongue	is	placed	where	your	upper	teeth	meet	the	gum.	It	sounds	like	[l]	too.The	double	L	sounds	like	Spanish	Y.Examples	of	Spanish	words:lluvia,	olla,	callaExamples	of	English	words:	jeans,	yesExamples	of	Spanish	words:montaa,	mam,	comerExamples	of	English	words:mountain,	mumIt	has	5
different	pronunciations,	but	youre	going	to	see	7	mouth	positions,	depending	on	the	following	letter.The	symbol	were	going	to	use	is	[n],	but	there	are	3	mouth	positions	for	this	sound,	and	consequently,	3	IPA	symbols:Mouth	position	1:	[n]Examples	of	Spanish	words:nido,	andar,	nanaExamples	of	English	words:name,	nowMouth	position	2:
[n]Examples	of	Spanish	words:once,	quince,	conciertoDRILL	TIP:	The	tip	of	your	tongue	appears	between	your	teeth.Mouth	position	3:	[n]Examples	of	Spanish	words:andar,	entrada,	cantarDRILL	TIP:	The	tip	of	your	tongue	touches	your	upper	teeth.Examples	of	Spanish	words:ancla,encontrar,	inglsExamples	of	English	words:bang,	EnglishExamples	of
Spanish	words:enjaular,	ngel,	injertoGuisantes	con	jamn.DRILL	TIP:	You	should	put	your	tongue	further	back	than	when	you	say	bang.	Its	the	same	position	as	when	you	pronounce	the	Spanish	J,	but	your	throat	must	be	closed	so	the	air	comes	out	through	your	nose.IPA	symbol:	[]Examples	of	Spanish	words:enfriar,	confiar,	infravalorarIt	is
pronounced	with	your	upper	teeth	and	lower	lip	(like	the	letter	F),	to	make	the	transition	to	the	next	sound	smoother.Examples	of	Spanish	words:envase,	envidia,	invitadoExamples	of	English	words:moon,	comb*In	separated	words	(n+p,	and	n+b):En	Per	=	em	perEn	Bolivia	=	em	boliviaThe	original	IPA	symbol	is	different.However,	tts	easier	to
associate	with	[]	than	[]	(which	is	the	original	IPA	symbol,	and	very	similar	to	the	second	pronunciation	of	the	letter	N).The	letter	only	exists	in	Spanish,	so	we	arent	gonna	waste	time	on	learning	a	new	symbol.Examples	of	Spanish	words:ua,	maana,	nioThe	letter	only	exists	in	the	Spanish	language	(however,	it	sounds	like	French	gn	or	Portuguese
nh).It	doesnt	sound	as	n+i	(two	sounds).DRILL	TIP:	The	middle	part	of	the	tongue	touches	the	whole	middle	palate.	The	tip	of	the	tongue	doesnt	touch	it.	The	sound	is	nasal	and	its	produced	when	you	separateyour	tongue	from	the	upper	palate*.Before	the	actual	sound	-when	your	tongue	is	still	touching	the	palate-	you	will	hear	a	nasal	N.	You	should
keep	that	nasal	sound	when	your	tongue	moves	away	from	the	palate.Examples	of	Spanish	words:oso,	color,	oroExamples	of	English	words:	mall,	talkMore	info:Tips	to	pronounce	Spanish	O.Examples	of	Spanish	words:pelo,	papel,	pianoExamples	of	English	words:up,	capIt	sounds	close	to	English	P	-not	the	same.More	info:How	to	pronounce	Spanish
P.It	sounds	like	the	Spanish	C	in	casa.The	Spanish	Q	is	always	followed	by:but	the	letter	U	is	never	pronounced.Examples	of	Spanish	words:queso,	pequeo,	quiero,	aquExamples	of	English	words:sock,	fakeAs	you	know,	this	letter	has	2	different	pronunciations:Examples	of	Spanish	words:caro,	horno,	arpabitter,	butter	(Am.	EN)It	sounds	like	tt	in
butter	(in	American	English).IPA	symbol:	The	original	IPA	symbol	its	almost	identical	to	Soft	R,	so	they	could	easlily	be	mistaken.	To	be	more	visual	(since	double	R	sounds	stronger	than	Soft	R),	were	going	to	use	this	symbol:	[R]Examples	of	Spanish	words:rueda,rubiosonreir,	alrevscarro,	perro,	turrrnAll	you	need	to	roll	your	Rs	(step	by	step).DILL
TIP:	Call	me	crazy	but,	for	some	people,	its	easier	to	get	the	sound	of	rolled	R	if	they	do	a	headstand.	Well	actually,	its	enough	if	you	look	down.	(Gravity	helps	to	keep	your	tongue	on	your	palate).Examples	of	Spanish	words:seta,	salir,	fiestaExamples	of	English	words:see,	soonExamples	of	Spanish	words:tener,	tienda,	trenExamples	of	English	words:
footballMore	info:How	to	pronounce	Spanish	T.2	pronunciations	slightly	different,	more	for	the	mouth	position	than	for	the	sound	(like	the	letter	I)Examples	of	Spanish	words:luna,	uno	(the	send	word	in	the	audio	is	pronounce	differently	(with	the	sound	[w]).	Can	you	hear	the	difference?Examples	of	English	words:	moon,	wetExamples	of	Spanish
words:abuelo,	huevo,	aguaExamples	of	English	words:	winter,	webMore	info:Mouth	positioning	and	how	to	pronounce	Spanish	U.Like	the	letter	B,	it	has	2	different	pronunciations:It	sounds	the	same	as	Hard	B.Examples	of	Spanish	words:vela,	viejo,	videoenvia,	envo,	invitadoExamples	of	English	words:	bus,	bean	chamber,	embraceIt	sounds	the	same
as	Soft	B.Examples	of	Spanish	words:avin,	uva,	EvaMore	info:How	to	pronounce	the	letters	B	and	V.Uve	doble,	double	pronunciation.Examples	of	Spanish	words	(imported):whisky,	waterpolo,	HawaiSome	Spaniards	substitute	this	sound	for	a	soft	G	(guaterpolo,	Haguai)Examples	of	English	words:	way,	webDepending	on	the	position	of	W,	it	sounds	[b]
or	[].I	dont	wanna	bore	you	so	Im	not	gonna	explain	this	again.	You	can	see	the	info	if	you	take	a	look	at	the	letters	B	or	V.Examples	of	Spanish	words	(imported	from	German):Wagner,	WambaExamples	of	English	words:	brown,	braveYou	can	pronounce	it	in	2	ways.Examples	of	Spanish	words:xilfono,	xenofobiaExamples	of	English	words:sea,	sawIts
the	only	Spanish	letter	that	is	pronounced	like	2	sounds:	[k]	+	[s].Its	pronounce	like	in	English.Examples	of	Spanish	words:taxi,	oxgeno,	saxofnExamples	of	English	words:taxi,	oxygen,	saxophoneSince	a	few	years	ago,	the	official	name	for	the	letter	Y	is	ye,	but	a	big	part	of	Spaniards	still	call	it	i	griega	(greek	i).There	are	2	different	ways	of
pronouncing	it.	Or	3,	but	the	2	first	are	very	similar.It	sounds	like	Spanish	ll.Its	pronounced	stronger	at	the	beginning	of	the	sentence,	after	N,	or	when	you	want	to	emphasize.Examples	of	Spanish	words:	ya,	cnyuge,	inyeccinExamples	of	English	words:jeans,	yesExamples	of	Spanish	words:yoy,	vaya,	ayerDRILL	TIP:	Try	to	say	jeans	without	crushing
too	much	your	tongue	against	the	palate.	If	you	hear	sh	sound,	you	went	too	far.	Crush	your	tongue	a	little	harder.Most	of	Spanish	natives	pronounce	[]	and	[]	the	same	way.Examples	of	Spanish	words:jersey,	buey,	reyExamples	of	English	words:	yes,	me2	way	of	pronouncing	the	Z.Examples	of	Spanish	words:zapato,	buzn,	zumoExamples	of	English
words:throwExamples	of	Spanish	words:hazme,	hallazgoExamples	of	English	words:this,	thoseEuropean	Spanish	has	33	sounds.	However,	there	are	38	IPA	symbols.Natives	often	produce	sounds	like	[l]	or	[n]	with	their	mouths	in	different	positions	-depending	on	the	following	sound-,	but	they	sound	exactly	the	same	(grey	boxes	of	the	table	below).The
distinction	between	the	letters	Y	and	LL	(yes,	LL	used	to	be	a	letter	in	the	Spanish	alphabet)	is	fading	in	spoken	language	because	they	sound	nearly	identical.For	most	native	speakers,	these	two	sounds	are	indistinguishable,	so	its	not	essential	to	differentiate	between	them,	unless,	of	course,	youre	a	CIA	agent	who	needs	mimicking	a	regional
accent.1.	Continuous	sound:It	means	that	the	sound	doesnt	end	as	soon	as	it	starts	(like	[p],	which	ends	and	starts	when	you	separate	your	lips).You	can	keep	a	continuous	sound	for	several	seconds.	For	example,	you	can	say	nnnnnnnot	(continuous	sound)	but	its	physically	impossible	to	say	nottttttt.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any
medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do
so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict
others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights
such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	
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