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reviews "Take up the White Man's burdenSend forth the best ye breedGo bind your sons to exileTo serve your captives' need;..."'The White Man's Burden' is a poem by Rudyard Kipling first written in 1899 about the PhilippineAmerican War (18991902) that calls for the the United States to assume colonial control of the Filipino people and their
country. In recent years, it has garnered a reputation as controversial due to changing perspectives on colonialism and British imperialism. Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) is often regarded as the unofficial Poet Laureate of the British Empire. Yet his cutting verse and prose reveals a ferociously independent figure, at times violently opposed to the
dominant political and literary tendencies of his age. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1907 "in consideration of the power of observation, originality of imagination, virility of ideas and remarkable talent for narration which characterize the creations of this world-famous author." Joseph Rudyard Kipling was a journalist, short-story
writer, poet, and novelist.Kipling's works of fiction include The Jungle Book (1894), Kim (1901), and many short stories, including The Man Who Would Be King (1888). His poems include Mandalay (1890), Gunga Din (1890), The Gods of the Copybook Headings (1919), The White Man's Burden (1899), and If (1910). He is regarded as a major innovator
in the art of the short story; his children's books are classics of children's literature; and one critic described his work as exhibiting "a versatile and luminous narrative gift".Kipling was one of the most popular writers in the United Kingdom, in both prose and verse, in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Henry James said: "Kipling strikes me
personally as the most complete man of genius (as distinct from fine intelligence) that I have ever known." In 1907, at the age of 41, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature, making him the first English-language writer to receive the prize, and its youngest recipient to date. He was also sounded out for the British Poet Laureateship and on
several occasions for a knighthood, both of which he declined.Awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1907 "in consideration of the power of observation, originality of imagination, virility of ideas and remarkable talent for narration which characterize the creations of this world-famous author."Kipling kept writing until the early 1930s, but at a
slower pace and with much less success than before. On the night of 12 January 1936, Kipling suffered a haemorrhage in his small intestine. He underwent surgery, but died less than a week later on 18 January 1936 at the age of 70 of a perforated duodenal ulcer. Kipling's death had in fact previously been incorrectly announced in a magazine, to
which he wrote, "I've just read that I am dead. Don't forget to delete me from your list of subscribers."Displaying 1 - 29 of 71 reviewsMay 10, 2017Kipling was a racist s.0.b. whether you like to believe it or not. It makes sense for him to be this way. He was an Englishman raised in the empire. This poem is not sarcastic. Many people watch Disney's
version of The Jungle Book and think, "Oh, Kipling couldn't have been racist! Look at this cute story!" Wrong. "Oh, that poem is just sarcasm! You can tell by how ridiculous it is!" Wrong. Don't try to look at Kipling in a positive light. He is a part of history, a bad, awful history, but a history nonetheless. Accept that he was a shitty person who truly
believed that white people had a moral obligation to help people of color because he thought they were too dumb to do anything for themselves. This poem is NOT sarcastic. It sounds ridiculous to us, but he wrote it with sincerity. Say it with me: Rudyard Kipling was a racist pig who made a profit off of being white and calling people of color savages.
Booooo Kipling. January 9, 2023super racist :((while i understand the context for this poem, it was at a time where imperialism was glorified, it's still absolutely disgusting and it makes me sad that there was a time where this was socially acceptablei liked the rhyme scheme of the poem, but the message was a big no-noit was interesting analyzing this
poem thoughJuly 3, 20201 remember when my teacher of Literature posted on our group the lists of the newcomers' projects, and since I was a newcomer in the university, this poem was assigned for me. I was on my way home, returning from my grandmother's funeral on December 2019, and to stop thinking about her, I read the poem without much
understanding. Now, in the year of the pandemic, and when we thought that the projects would be forgotten by the teacher, he posted informing that we are still obliged to do them, so I read the poem with different analyses and i really liked it! i liked the poem and the themes that would be great to be done as main topics for researches. I liked the
poem and hated the concept of imperialism and the poisonous discrimination of the poet and his portrayal of the colonizer as a nice and good thing that would happen to a nation!March 2, 201 7Kipling was Britain's great literary champion of imperialism, and this poem was his way of welcoming the United States to the club and explaining to them how
the game is played. Mainly of interest because of its historical significance in my reading about the period when the United States began to pursue empire. american-imperialism poetry reviewedDecember 16, 2020what the fuck is this shitFebruary 23, 2024A poem that reflects the zeitgeist for the time in which it was written. It has the feeling of a
kind of heart of darkness.November 21, 2022victorian-popular-fictionDecember 2, 20181 don't care for poetry but this seems to hit all the marks of a good poem. The racism and imperialism is nauseating to my modern sensibilities but I don't think this makes Kipling a monster or evil. Tolerant, non-imperialists were the oddity of the times so it's a bit
unfair to hold historical persons to modern morals. That being said I'm more of a Mark Twain fan.September 5, 2018-1 starsSo far, I've done a decent job at keeping the books I rate to the best of the best. This one, though, came back to haunt me from a mandatory history class, so I just have to review it. I've never had to go into the negatives before,
so I'll use this to explain what it meansmy enjoyment of this book is about equal to that of a one-star book, but only in a joking way. Sometimes a bad poem is better than a boring poem, and making fun of the blatant racism here is much more entertaining than slogging through someone's rant on vaccines.December 26, 2019Imperialist racist drivel. It
is not sarcasm or satire, and any allusion to him not meaning it in a serious way is just trying to avoid the fact the author of the jungle book was a horrific racist, supporting racist ideology and structures.August 7, 20211 wish this asshole was alive so I could personally punch him in the face.August 21, 2020A poem about the duty every white man has
to stay strong in his responsibility to lift up the lower races of the world while they slander him for it.August 6, 2016As a poem, no doubt it's brilliantly written. The debate is was Kipling being sarcastic or did he really mean what the poem says? It makes sense Kipling wasn't kidding, given the time it was written (1899) and the ideas of the social class
he represented. Nowadays, of course, these ideas are completely outdated and crazy, which is why I can't give it a higher rating.The ironic thing for Kipling, if he really wrote the poem to be read literally, is how time has made it possible to read it as if it were meant to be sarcastic and to work better that way.March 1, 2022Ubiquity (Challenge) |
Average NPS: 15.31 | Max NPS: 220pen Sort MenuPlayer OptionsToggle Preview1.0xMusic20.53JumpstreamStreamTechnicalNotes: 1659Jumps: 362Hands: 134Holds: 79Mines: 6585.12% (1.0x) W3ClearMax Combo: 3102022-02-21 17:57:14BPM22001:490ctober 15, 2022had to read for a class...basically kipling (a brit) was telling the united states
that they needed to flex their imperialism and colonize the philippines. 0/5 stars obviouslyJanuary 21, 20231 read this last year but it didnt really stick with me. So I read it again, and all I can say isIm thankful I now live in a world where work like this is frowned upon! March 7, 2025If we had a nickel for every time a Victorian poet or writer glorified
Imperialism, we'd sadly have a lot of nickels.July 5, 2023Read the poem "The White Man's Burden" for several different classes. It was assigned for the express purpose of showing Europe's unrivaled racism at the time, and it certainly does a great job of that. The only thing I can think of off the top of my head that is as blatantly racist is "She" by H.
Rider Haggard.February 3, 2024Sure its racist, but consider the times. Consider the upbringing of the author. The poem serves as a literary Time Capsule, while also touching in the politics of the day. There are many horrible things written and read, but still serve a purpose. Perhaps the closed-minded amongst us shall disagree.August 22, 20191 only
read this because I saw it mentioned in a review of Apocalypse Now. I was pretty surprised to find that its actually a racist pro-imperialist rant written in the form of laughably bad poetry. Not what I was expecting from the author of The Jungle Book. Yeesh.August 27, 2018Although this was written in the late 1890's, the white supremacist logic
behind this poem still explains the foundational thought of supporters of U.S. imperialism today. October 28, 2018Pro-tip: If you want to better the lives of those foreign to you, maybe don't call them "Half-devil and half-child"Displaying 1 - 29 of 71 reviewsGet help and learn more about the design. Welcome to 19th Century, where we delve into the
complexities of history. In this article, we explore the term white mans burden and its reflection of the prevailing ideology during the 19th century. Join us as we analyze the implications and discuss its impact on society. Understanding the Context of the 19th Century Term White Mans BurdenThe term White Mans Burden emerged in the 19th
century as a concept that justified European colonialism and imperialism. It epitomized the belief held by many Europeans that it was their duty to bring civilization and progress to the so-called lesser races and territories they dominated.This phrase first appeared in a poem written by Rudyard Kipling in 1899, which called upon the United States to
take up the burden of empire-building in the Philippines following the Spanish-American War. The poem presented the idea that it was the responsibility of the white race to uplift and guide non-white societies.At its core, the White Mans Burden was based on notions of racial superiority and a paternalistic attitude towards non-European cultures. It
reflected the belief that Europeans were inherently more advanced and civilized, and that it was their moral obligation to bring progress, Christianity, and modernity to other parts of the world.The term gained widespread popularity and was embraced by imperialists to justify their colonial endeavors. It provided a moral justification for the
exploitation of resources, forced labor, cultural assimilation, and political control over colonized nations and peoples.However, it is essential to understand the context in which this term was used. The 19th century was marked by intense competition among European powers for territorial acquisition and economic dominance. The industrial
revolution had fueled an era of expansionism and imperialism, driven by economic interests and the desire for strategic advantage.The concept of the White Mans Burden was a product of this historical context, serving as a legitimizing ideology for the imperial ambitions of Western powers. It shaped colonial policies, perpetuated racial hierarchies,
and had lasting consequences for the colonized societies, leading to cultural disruption, economic exploitation, and political subjugation.The White Mans Burden was a concept that emerged in the 19th century to rationalize European colonialism and imperialism. It reflected the belief in the duty of the white race to civilize and uplift non-European
societies, but it also masked the exploitative and oppressive nature of colonial rule. This term underscores the racial attitudes, power dynamics, and historical context that shaped the era of European imperialism.The United States Colonial Empire If by Rudyard Kipling Inspirational Poetry What is the concept of the white mans burden?The concept of
the white mans burden emerged during the 19th century as a justification for European colonialism and imperialism. It was a belief held primarily by Western powers, particularly Britain, France, and Belgium, that they had a moral obligation to civilize and modernize societies they perceived as backward or uncivilized.This notion was popularized by
the British poet and writer Rudyard Kipling in his poem titled The White Mans Burden: The United States and The Philippine Islands, published in 1899. In the poem, Kipling urged the United States to take up the responsibility of governing the Philippines after it acquired the territory from Spain in the Spanish-American War.The term white mans
burden encapsulated the idea that it was the duty of white Europeans to bring progress, Christianity, education, and modernity to non-white societies around the world. Proponents of this concept believed that they were helping to uplift and civilize societies that they considered primitive or underdeveloped.However, it is important to note that the
notion of the white mans burden was deeply rooted in racism and paternalism. It justified the subjugation and exploitation of colonized peoples under the guise of benevolent guidance. Critics argue that it perpetuated and reinforced imperialistic attitudes and practices, leading to the oppression, cultural erasure, and economic exploitation of
indigenous societies throughout the 19th century.Read More: Exploring the Treasures: 19th Century Books for SaleOverall, the concept of the white mans burden was a reflection of the prevailing colonial ideologies of the time, which rationalized European dominance over non-European territories based on notions of racial and cultural superiority.
What is the meaning of the term white mans burden in the 19th century?The term white mans burden was a phrase coined in the late 19th century and popularized by the British poet Rudyard Kipling. It refers to the belief held by many Westerners, particularly Europeans, that it was their moral duty and responsibility to civilize and uplift non-
Western societies and cultures. This concept was based on the idea of racial superiority, with white Europeans considering themselves as more advanced and enlightened compared to other races. The phrase encapsulated the belief that it was the burden of the white race to bring progress and civilization to the rest of the world. This perspective
justified colonialism and imperialism, as European powers sought to expand their influence and control over territories in Africa, Asia, and other parts of the world. The phrase has since become synonymous with the paternalistic and self-righteous attitudes that characterized European imperialism during the 19th and early 20th centuries. What was
the meaning of the term white mans burden on Quizlet?The term white mans burden refers to the belief held by many Europeans during the 19th century that it was the duty and responsibility of the white race to spread their civilization, culture, and values to other parts of the world, particularly to non-white populations. This concept was often used
to justify colonialism and imperialism, as well as the notion of a racial hierarchy with white Europeans at the top. The idea behind the term was that it was the burden or obligation of the white race to uplift and civilize other cultures deemed inferior. The phrase gained prominence through the poem of the same name written by Rudyard Kipling in
1899, which widely popularized this perspective. However, it is important to note that the term is now widely criticized for its association with Western imperialism and racial superiority. What is the meaning of the phrase the white mans burden on Quizizz?The white mans burden is a phrase coined by the British poet and writer Rudyard Kipling in his
poem of the same name, published in 1899. In the context of the 19th century, it refers to the belief held by many Europeans and Americans that they had a moral obligation to colonize and civilize other parts of the world, particularly non-Western countries.The phrase implies that it was the duty of white colonizers to bring their superior culture,
religion, and governance systems to distant lands and peoples who were considered less developed or savage. It was essentially a justification for imperialism and colonization, asserting that it was the responsibility of the white race to uplift and educate those they deemed inferior.This concept reflected the dominant colonial attitudes and ideologies
of the time, perpetuating notions of racial superiority and the idea that European civilization was more advanced and superior to other cultures. The phrase the white mans burden encapsulates the paternalistic and ethnocentric mindset that underpinned much of the imperial expansion during the 19th century. Frequently Asked Questions How did
the concept of white mans burden contribute to the justification of colonialism in the 19th century?The concept of white mans burden played a significant role in justifying colonialism during the 19th century. The phrase itself was popularized by the British poet and writer Rudyard Kipling in his famous poem of the same name.The idea behind the
white mans burden was that it was the duty of the white, Western nations to bring civilization, progress, and Christianity to the uncivilized and backward peoples of the world. This notion was rooted in the belief that European culture and values were superior to those of non-European peoples.The use of this concept in colonial discourse helped
create a moral justification for the imperial powers to intervene in other countries and assert their dominance. It gave them a sense of purpose in their colonial ventures, framing them as benevolent missions to uplift and educate the native populations.Furthermore, the notion of the white mans burden was used to portray colonialism as a noble
enterprise that aimed to improve the lives of the colonized peoples. This narrative was often propagated through educational materials, literature, and other forms of media, shaping public opinion and garnering support for colonial expansion.However, it is important to note that the concept of the white mans burden was deeply rooted in racism and a
sense of cultural superiority. It served to perpetuate notions of racial hierarchy and reinforce the power dynamics between the colonizers and the colonized. It disregarded the agency and autonomy of the native peoples, viewing them as passive beneficiaries of European intervention.The concept of white mans burden played a crucial role in justifying
colonialism in the 19th century. It helped legitimize the actions of imperial powers, presenting colonial endeavors as moral obligations and portraying non-European peoples as dependent on Western guidance and control. What were some of the arguments used by proponents of the white mans burden theory in the 19th century?Proponents of the
white mans burden theory in the 19th century made several arguments to support their viewpoint. This theory, popularized by British poet Rudyard Kipling, asserted that it was the duty and responsibility of white Europeans to bring civilization and progress to non-white societies. 1. Civilizing mission: Supporters argued that Western civilization was
superior to other cultures and that it was their moral obligation to spread their values, technology, and governance systems to less developed parts of the world.2. Social Darwinism: Some proponents believed in the concept of social Darwinism, which suggested that certain races were more evolved and therefore better suited to leading and guiding
other races towards progress.3. Economic benefits: Supporters claimed that the colonization and exploitation of resources in non-European territories would bring economic prosperity and trading opportunities for European powers.4. Religion: Many proponents argued that spreading Christianity was an essential part of the white mans burden. They
believed that bringing Christianity to non-Christian societies would save souls and provide spiritual enlightenment.5. Ignorance and savagery: Supporters often portrayed non-European societies as primitive, backward, and in need of guidance. They argued that it was the duty of the white man to educate and uplift these societies.Overall, the
arguments made by proponents of the white mans burden theory in the 19th century were rooted in notions of racial superiority, cultural superiority, and a sense of moral obligation to civilize and uplift other societies. How did the belief in the white mans burden impact Western attitudes towards non-Western cultures and societies during the 19th
century?The belief in the white mans burden had a significant impact on Western attitudes towards non-Western cultures and societies during the 19th century. The concept, popularized by British poet and writer Rudyard Kipling, suggested that it was the duty of white Europeans and Americans to civilize and uplift non-white people in other parts of
the world. This ideology justified the colonization and exploitation of non-Western lands and peoples.Westerners believed that they had a moral obligation to bring their superior civilization and values to so-called backward societies. They viewed themselves as racially and culturally superior, considering their own way of life as the pinnacle of
progress and enlightenment. This belief fueled a sense of paternalism and superiority, leading to the imposition of Western institutions, customs, and practices on non-Western societies.As a result, Western powers justified their conquests, territorial expansion, and the subjugation of indigenous populations. They saw themselves as bringing
education, Christianity, and modernity to non-Western societies, even if it meant using force and suppressing local cultures and traditions. This mindset had far-reaching consequences, as it shaped policies such as assimilation, forced labor, and cultural assimilation in colonies and occupied territories.The white mans burden ideology also influenced
popular culture, literature, and art of the time. It romanticized the notion of Western explorers and adventurers venturing into unknown territories to bring progress to primitive societies. These portrayals often depicted non-Western characters as exotic or submissive, reinforcing racial stereotypes and furthering the idea of Western
dominance.However, it is important to note that not all Westerners subscribed to this belief. There were critics who questioned the legitimacy and ethical implications of colonialism and imperialism. Nonetheless, the influence of the white mans burden ideology persisted throughout the 19th century, shaping Western attitudes and policies towards
non-Western cultures and societies.The term white mans burden encapsulated the prevailing mindset of superiority and paternalism that dominated the 19th century. It served as an ideological justification for colonialism and imperialism, asserting the belief that European powers had a duty to civilize and uplift indigenous peoples across the globe.
However, this ideology was deeply flawed and rooted in ethnocentrism, as it ignored the rich cultures, histories, and achievements of non-Western societies.White mans burden perpetuated a distorted perception of race and power dynamics, leading to immense suffering and exploitation in colonized regions. Indigenous peoples were subjected to
cultural erasure, land dispossession, forced labor, and discriminatory policies. The impact of this ideology still reverberates today, shaping the global power dynamics and inequalities that continue to persist.It is important to critically engage with the legacy of white mans burden and reject its underlying assumptions of racial superiority. Recognizing
the harm caused by this ideology allows us to challenge the narratives of domination and support the efforts of marginalized communities in reclaiming their history, culture, and autonomy.As we reflect on the 19th century and its enduring legacy, it is crucial to learn from the mistakes of the past and strive for a more equitable and inclusive future.
By dismantling the systems and beliefs that perpetuate oppression and embracing a collective responsibility for justice, we can contribute to a world where everyones burden is shared, irrespective of color or background. To learn more about this topic, we recommend some related articles: English Wikipedia has an article on:Wikipedia From the
poem The White Man's Burden (published 1899) by Rudyard Kipling. white man's burdenThe supposed responsibility of European people to govern and care for their colonial subjects.1902 January 2, The Evening Telegraph, Charters Towers, page 3, column 2:Uncle Sam has found his box of tricks heavy, and is having a whiff before going on with his
white man's burden to the end.1915 October 6, Lewis Ransome Freeman, Germany's Exit From Africa, in The World's Work[1], volume XXX:Germany's appearance as a colonizing power in Africa was greeted in no unfriendly spirit by either France or Great Britain. Each of the latter felt that it was already possessed of about all it could comfortably
look after, and both realized that another shoulder under "The White Man's Burden" in the Dark Continent might make the load easier for all.1959, Anthony Burgess, Beds in the East (The Malayan Trilogy), published 1972, page 609:So into at least one state troops poured, a battalion of decent National Service lads, to continue to carry, posthumously
as it must be supposed, the White Man's Burden. Also found in: Thesaurus, Idioms, Encyclopedia, Wikipedia. n. The supposed or presumed responsibility of white people to govern and impart their culture to nonwhite people, often advanced as a justification for European colonialism.[From "The White Man's Burden," a poem by Rudyard
Kipling.]JAmerican Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition. Copyright 2016 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. n (Anthropology & Ethnology) the supposed duty of the White race to bring education and Western culture to the non-
White inhabitants of their colonies Collins English Dictionary Complete and Unabridged, 12th Edition 2014 HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2014 n. the alleged duty of the white race to care for subject peoples of other races in its colonial possessions. [after a poem of the same title by Rudyard Kipling
(1899)] Random House Kernerman Webster's College Dictionary, 2010 K Dictionaries Ltd. Copyright 2005, 1997, 1991 by Random House, Inc. All rights reserved. Nounl.white man's burden - the supposed responsibility of the white race to provide care for their non-white subjectsduty, obligation, responsibility - the social force that binds you to the
courses of action demanded by that force; "we must instill a sense of duty in our children"; "every right implies a responsibility; every opportunity, an obligation; every possession, a duty"- John D.Rockefeller JrBased on WordNet 3.0, Farlex clipart collection. 2003-2012 Princeton University, Farlex Inc. Want to thank TFD for its existence? Tell a friend
about us, add a link to this page, or visit the webmaster's page for free fun content. Link to this page: white man's burden dutyobligationresponsibilitywhite To move forward uncertainly, from side to side, as one carrying the white man's burden. (From zed , z, and jag , an Icelandic word of unknown meaning.)There had been a remand, then
assurances on the part of a harassed father, and the young man had gone out to bear the White Man's Burden overseas.His poem "The White Man's Burden" sums up his imperialism--the creed that it is the duty of the higher races to civilize the lower ones with a strong hand; and he never doubts that the greater part of this obligation rests at present
upon England--a theory, certainly, to which history lends much support.Once the Viet Minh forces, under the leadership of the legendary general Vo Nguyen Giap, had dealt a death blow to the French colonial forces at Dien Bien Phu in 1954, the Eisenhower administration in Washington effectively decided to take on the white man's burden. Vietnam
was divided, but that very year's Geneva agreement proposed reunification elections.The White man's burden of colonialism still continues to create inequality, poverty and intergenerational grief in the lands that were supposedly civilised.That Prithwi Narayan was a local chieftain that resisted the white man's burden to colonize and civilize the east
is being taken up as a cause by none less than Nepalis.Civilising the people around the world was "The White Man's Burden".They exhibited signs of being totally enervated bearing the 'white man's burden' through those days of strife and fearful odds. scoresvideos .A Teaching Tool for High School English Language Arts or Global History Teachersby
Evan Mantyk.Background of Kipling and British IndiaRudyard KiplingThe poet, Rudyard Kipling, was born in British India in 1865 and spent much of his life there. He produced many works of fiction and prose set there, the most famous being the Jungle Book.The British Empire is generally recognized as having been a force for good in India through
the 19th century and arguably beyond. When India was given independence from the British Empire and partitioned in 1947, the devastation that the British had warned of came to fruition: around 1 million died when Muslims fought against Hindus and other groups. The law and order brought by British rule, known as the British Raj, were no
more.There were, of course, at least two sides to how people viewed the British Raj. Introduce students to the complexities of the situation with Dadabhai Naorojis piece on the benefits and detriments of British rule. Naoroji was a founding member of the Indian National Congress and the first Asian to serve as a Member of Parliament of the United
Kingdom, 1892-1895..Background of the PoemThe White Mans Burden was written in 1899, at a time when imperialism was still a perfectly normal and healthy way of ensuring the survival and prosperity of ones nation or empire. Particularly, this was before World War II and the Holocaust, which was enabled by the rise of Nazi German imperialism.
(It is important to note here that Nazi German imperialism was ideologically driven by social Darwinism, part of the underpinnings of communism.) Kipling wrote White Mans Burden as a response to the American takeover of the Philippines after the Spanish-American War in 1898. The phrase that forms the poems title and refrain, White Mans
burden, is a metaphor for the tremendous hardship and responsibility of carrying out effective and positive imperialism. Representing imperialist Britain, the narrator is speaking like an older, wiser brother to his new imperialist younger brother, America, explaining what difficulties lie ahead on this path. .The White Mans Burden by Rudyard Kipling,
1899Take up the White Mans burden [burden: heavy weight, a responsibility] Send forth the best ye breed [ye: you / breed: give birth to]Go bind your sons to exile To serve your captives need;To wait in heavy harness, On fluttered folk and wild [fluttered folk: irregular people]Your new-caught, sullen peoples, [sullen: gloomy, sad] Half-devil and
half-child.Take up the White Mans burden In patience to abide, [abide: wait]To veil the threat of terror [veil: hide] And check the show of pride; [check: stop]By open speech and simple, A hundred times made plainTo seek anothers profit, And work anothers gain.Take up the White Mans burden The savage wars of peaceFill full the mouth of
Famine [Famine: widespread lack of food] And bid the sickness cease; [cease: end]And when your goal is nearest The end for others sought,Watch sloth and heathen Folly [sloth: laziness / heathen: non-Christian / Folly: mistakes] Bring all your hopes to naught. [naught: nothing]Take up the White Mans burden No tawdry rule of kings, [tawdry:
showy but cheap and of poor quality.]But toil of serf and sweeper [toil: hard work / serf: a type of slave-worker] The tale of common things.The ports ye shall not enter, The roads ye shall not tread,Go mark them with your living, And mark them with your dead.Take up the White Mans burden And reap his old reward:The blame of those ye

better, The hate of those ye guardThe cry of hosts ye humor (Ah, slowly!) toward the light:Why brought he us from bondage, [bondage: slavery] Our loved Egyptian night?*Take up the White Mans burden Ye dare not stoop to lessNor call too loud on Freedom To cloak your weariness;By all ye cry or whisper, By all ye leave or do,The silent,
sullen peoples_Shall weigh your gods and you.Take up the White Mans burden Have done with childish daysThe lightly proffered laurel, [lightly proffered laurel: easily won achievement] The easy, ungrudged praise.Comes now, to search your manhood_Through all the thankless yearsCold, edged with dear-bought wisdom, The judgment of your
peers! [peers: those of ones same age or generation].*quote: reference to Moses bringing Jews out of slavery in Egypt. The fictitious quote seems to suggest that the Jewish slaves are angry at Moses for leading them out of more comfort in Egypt into the wild desert, where they are free but suffer through 40 years of wandering.A printable version of
the poem with line numbers can be obtained here: White Mans Burden Rudyard Kipling.Question for StudentsWhat are three ways that the British had to suffer while ruling over the natives of India, according to the poem? You may quote, but make sure to also write in your own words for each of the three ways.Answers will vary. Sample
answers:Send forth the best ye breed / Go bind your sons to exile / To serve your captives need (lines2-4): Many of the best and brightest young men of England were sent to run the Empire in various locations around the world, including faraway places like India, which was the Jewel in the Crown of the British Empire. Back then, before air travel
that would mean weeks or months of travel by boat and had a similar feeling to exile from ones home. These men might go to India for years at a time without returning.The blame of those ye better, / The hate of those ye guard (lines 35-36): Although the British did much good in India, as discussed in the Naoroji reading, they naturally took much
criticism based on the fact that they were a minority ruling a majority. Such criticism should, ideally, be based on the merit and character of ones rule rather than categorically applied. It is good to note here that some Indians have praised the British for ruling better than the Mughals (who were invading Muslim Persians and also a ruling minority in
Hindu-dominated India.)Fill full the mouth of Famine / And bid the sickness cease (lines 11-12): This may seem confusing. Did not the British cause famine in India? Indeed, there is some blame to be had for the inevitable failures of a command economy the size of the British Empire (the sun never sets on the British Empire), but such blame should
again not be categorical. We cannot observe all of the famines or epidemics that did not happen and that very likely could have happened. The British were in charge and it was their responsibility, day and night, to look out for the best interests of India and the Indian people, to protect India, and to make sure its people are healthy, strong, and, to a
degree, happy. Consider for a moment too that India was likely the second most populous nation on earth at that time. Such was the weighty yokethe White Mans burdenof the British imperialist..Additional Resources . NOTE TO READERS: If you enjoyed this poem or other content, please consider making a donation to the Society of Classical
Poets.The Society of Classical Poets does not endorse any views expressed in individual poems or commentary. **Read Our Comments Policy Here*** Definition of the white man's burden from the Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary The alleged duty of the white peoples to bring their civilization to other peoples regarded as backward.

White man’s burden def. White man’s burden definition. Define white man’s burden. White man’s burden meaning. White man’s burden.



