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Register on the world's leading cryptocurrency exchanges and start your trading

journey. Both OKX and Binance offer secure trading platforms, advanced features,

and comprehensive support for global users.

Click to register OKX and get a quantitative trading
software

Click to register Binance and get a quantitative
trading software

Comprehensive Guide to binance websocket
ping

Lastly, people forget how much cultural alignment matters. Ethereum has an

identity, and Bitcoin has a mission. If you can articulate a vision that resonates with

a specific user base, whether privacy maximalists, DeFi degens or regional

adoption niches, you can outmaneuver corporate L1s in those segments.

Bitcoin and gold. Image: Shutterstock/Decrypt

While Elon Musk has recently touted Bitcoin for its energy-based, inflation-proof

economic model, the billionaire’s relationship with the cryptocurrency industry has

been complicated.
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The acquisition of GTreasury marks Ripple’s third acquisition in 2025, including the

$1.25 billion purchase of Hidden Road, a prime brokerage company, and

stablecoin platform Rail. Both acquisitions highlight the growing relationship

between traditional and digital finance.

Beyond institutional participation, a16z estimates that the number of monthly

crypto users has grown between 40 million and 70 million. Source: a16z Crypto

Bitcoin and gold have surged this year. The precious metal’s price has increased

38% year-to-date, hitting an all-time high of $3,530 per ounce Wednesday,

according to Trading Economics. Bitcoin’s price has increased 20% to $112,000

over the same period, according to crypto data provider CoinGecko.
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